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CONSIDERED, 


With  Regard  to 


Its  Police  in  im- 

Its  Trade, 

ploying  of  the  Poor, 

Its  Manufactures, 

Its  A  G  R  I  OIL  T  u  R  E, 

1 

and  Fisheries. 

G° vf  °uthiS uAnt"  thou  S/uSS^d,  conftder  her  Ways,  and  he  wife: 
Which  having  no  Guide ,  Overfeer ,  Ruler ,  frovideth  her  Meat 

in  the  Summer,  and  gather eth  her  Food  hi  the  Harveft,  Pror. 
Chap.  vi.  Vcr.  6,  7,  8. 


E  D  I  K  B  U  R  G  H, 

Printed  by  R.  F lem i  n g  and  Company,  and  fold 

y  Hamilton  at  his  Shop  oppofite  to  ths  Rav 

ka  m  ent'CIoJe .  Mdccxxxiii. 


To  the  Right  Honourable, 

Archibald  Earl  of  Ilay, 
Lord  OronjyfDunoon  and  Aros, 

Lord  Jnftice-General  of  Scotland, 

Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great-Seal '  and 

One  of  His  Majefty’s  moft  Honourable 
Privy  Council 

My  Lord, 

I E  R  S  O  N  S  remarkably 

|  diftinguiflied  for  great 
and  eminent  Abilities  to 
ferye  tire  Fublick,  become  thereby 

Deb- 


II 


m 

if 

I 

a 


if 
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Debtors  to  the  Publick  ;  and  this 
is  a  Debt  never  to  be  difcharged, 
becaufe  every  good  Office  done? 
lays  a  Foundation  for  a  new  De¬ 
mand.  To  whom  can  a  People 
.apply  for  national  Benefics  ? 
Where  can  they  fue  for  En- 

w 

couragements  from  the  Publick, 
for  the  Advancement  of  Trade, 
and  the  Improvement  and  Ex- 
tenfion  of  Manufacture,  but  to 
fuch  Patriots  as  have  difeovered 
a  generous  Inclination,  as  well 
as  a  Capacity  to  procure  them  ? 

The  Appropriation  of  certain 
Funds  by  Parliament,  for  en¬ 
couraging  our  Fifheries  and  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  is  the  greateft  natio¬ 
nal  Good  that  has  been  uonc  for 


f  ] 

v  % 

this  Country  fincc  the  Union  of 
the  Crowns.  The  good  EfFeCts  of 
the  Application  of  thefe  Funds  are 
univer tally  and  fenfibly  felt :  Our 
Linen  Trade  is  already  improven, 
even  beyond  our  Expectation ; 
altho,  in  fome  RefpeCts,  we 
may  be  faid,  as  yet,  to  have  done 
little  more,  than  to  make  a  full 
Difcovery  of  our  Faults  and  Im¬ 
perfections.  Some  Improvements 
in  leveral  Parts  of  t^e  Trade, 
formerly  unknown  to  us,  have 
been  introduced,  and  are  but 
introduced  :  But  the  complete 
Manufacture,  in  all  its  Parts,  muft 
be  carefully  cheriflit  and  nurft 
up  to  Perfection,  or  fome  of  the 
mofl  valuable  Parts  of  it  may  be 
ftiii  in  Danger  of  being  loft. 

This 


This  Country,  my  Lord,  lies 
under  many  and  great  Obliga¬ 
tions  to  your  Lordfhip  ;  and, 
from  a  juft  Senfc  of  thefe,  I 
humbly  beg  Leave,  in  Name  of 
your  Country,  to  become  a 
Suitor  to  your  Lordfhip  in  its 
Behalf:  That  this  meat  and  good 

O  O 

Work,  fo  happily  begun,  and 
fuccefsruliy  carried  on,  under  the 

r 

Favour  of  your  Countenance  and 

Protection,  may,  by  your  Lord- 

T  «*  «/  ( 

{hip’s  Aftiftance,  have  all  its  De¬ 
fers  fupplied,  and  Faults  amend¬ 
ed,  and  be,  in  due  Time,  brought 
to  full  Maturity  and  Perfection. 

This  is  true  Patriotifm  without 
Alloy,  to  make  a  People  rich 
and  happy  by  their  own  Labour- 


[  ] 

to  make  a  Country  flourifh  by 
the  Encouragement  of  Induftry 
and  fair  Dealing  ;  and,  by  the 
Suppreffion  of  Vice  and  Idlenefs, 
to  make  a  Nation  powerful,  and 
its  Inhabitants  free  and  inde¬ 
pendent. 

The  feveral  Matters  and  Pur- 
pofes  fpoken  of  in  the  following 
Difcourfe,  are  prefented  to  your 
•  Lordfhip  in  a  fimple  and  home¬ 
ly  Drels  ;  but  I  mud  plead  the 
Importance  of  the  Subject  to  the 

Publick,  by  way  of  Apology,  for 
mine  own  Imperfe&ions, and  hope 
the  Sincerity  of  my  Intentions  to 
promote  the  common  Good  of 
my  Country,  may  be  accepted 
of,  as  an  Atonement  for  the 

Weak- 


t  ] 

Weakness  of  the  Performance, 

which  is,  with  great  Submiffion, 

moft  huiiioly  offered  to  vour 

Lordfhip’s  Confideration,  by, 

\  * 

.  i 

My  Lord, 

Jour  Lor  drip's  mojf  obedient , 

*  4  '  * 

And  mo Jl  humble  Servant, 

i  *» 

..  .  *  \ 

♦ .  * 

The  Author. 

x  : 

Edinburgh,  Sept. 

15.  1733- 
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ANY  and  juff  Complaints 
have  been  made  of  our 
Poverty,  and  the  Decay 
of  our  Trade  ;  and  of 
theDecreafe  of  our  People 
for  want  of  Bufinefs  to 
imploy  and  fubfift  them. 
This  is  imputed,  and  juftly,  to  the  great 
Ufe  of  foreign  Manufaftures  for  wearing 
Apparel,  Furniture,  &c.  whereby  the  Poor 
of  other  Countries  are  partly  im ployed 
at  our  Expence.  The  manufactured  Goods 
we  export  bear  no  Proportion  in  Value  to 

thole  we  bring  in  j  we  muft  therefore  fend 

out  f 


a 
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out  our  Produft  to  purchafe  Clothing  for  the 


Rich,  while  the  Poor  mud  either  ftarve  at 
home,  or  go  abroad  to  feek  their  Bread, 

where  it  is  to  be  earned  by  Labour  and  In- 
duftry. 


Many  Schemes  have  been  framed  to 
cure  thele  Evils,  but  in  vain.  Numbers  of 
Gentlemen  have,  at  different  Times  entred 
into  Refolutions,  to  ufe  no  foreign  Manu¬ 
factures  :  But  thefe  could  have  no  Effect  be- 
caufe  we  had  no  Manufatures  of  our  own  to 

*  '  '  *  I  Ja 

ferve  them  ;  nor  indeed  can  any  Nation, 
where  the  Poor  are  imployed  in  Manu- 
fafture,  ferve  itfelf  with  every  Thing.  It  is 

enough  to  have  one  Staple  which  fells  to 
Advantage  in  foreign  Parrs,  and  to  be  cap¬ 
able  to  export  it  in  fuch  Quantities,  as  may 
be  equal  in  Value  to  all  the  foreign  Goods 
we  confume  at  home.  An  Attempt  of  this 
Kind  would  be  to  hurt  and  ruine  our  Staple. 
"Where  too  many  Irons  are  in  the  Fire  at 
once,  fome  of  them  muff  cool,  and  where 
the  Staplemanufature  of  a  Country  is  ne¬ 
glected,  and  no  other  Branches  of  Bufmefs 


brought 
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brought  to  Perfection,  the  whole  will  run 
a  Risk  of  being  loft ;  for  Mankind,  gene¬ 
rally  /peaking,  prefer  their  own  private  In- 
tereft  to  that  of  the  Publick,  and  will  hardly 
be  prevailed  on  to  buy  the  Manufactures  of 
their  Own  Country,  if  foreign  Goods  of  the 
fame  Kind,,  and  of  the  lame,  or  of  a  better 

Quality,  are  to  be  purchaied  at  a  lower 

\ 

Rate.  Every  one  buys  where  he  finds  his 
Commodity  beft  and  cheapeft  •  and  unlefs 
our  own  Manufactures  are  as  good  of  their 

Kinds,  and  as  low  in  their  Prices  as  the 

_  •* 

lame  Goods  of  other  Nations  are,  they  will 

not  fell  either  abroad  or  at  home.  Trade 
cannot  be  forced,  but  Manufacture  may  be 
improven. 


Li  nen  Cloth  is  our  Staple  commodity, 
and  a  Manufacture  we  have  been  pefleft  of 
now  Time  out  of  Mind :  It  is  carried  on  by 
private  Hands,  the  only  Way  in  which  a 
Manufacture  can  thrive  or  profper •  it  is  a 
Commodity  of  univerlal  Ufe  at  home,  and 
of  great  Demand  at  thole  Markets  abroad, 
where  we  purchafc  foreign  Goods  of  divers 

a  2  Kinds,- 
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we  make  them  our  (elves  without  Lois  \ 
it  is  a  Manufacture  capable  of  imploying  all 
our  /pare  Hands,  and,  was  it  fully  improven 
and  extended,  it  would  be  fufficient  to  an- 
fiver  all  oor  Demands  for  foreign  Commo¬ 
dities.  But  it  has  been  miferably  negleCted 


and  difeouraged  ;  it  has  (uttered  from  many 
Caufes,  and  from  none  more,  than  the  in- 


difereet  and  fruitlefs  Attempts  that  have 
been  made  to  introduce  other  Manufactures 


which  are  already  brought  to  Perfection* 


snd  carried  on  with  all  poffible  Advantages 
by  other  Nations,  and  by  thefe  inconfiderate 
Refclutions  to  furnifh  our  (elves  with  every 

i/ 

Thing,  without  the.  Aid  of  foreign  Trade. 


Had  ail  the  Money  that  has  been 
funk  and  loft  by  publick  and  private  Com¬ 


panies,  and  private  Perfons,  upon  thefe  Pro- 
jefts,  been  imployed  in  the  Improvement 

—  —  T'*  /  *  «  w  *  |  « 
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up  Hill  with  great  Eagernefs,  until  they  be¬ 
came  too  heavy  for  us,  while  our  Linen 
Trade,  which  we  could  have  carried  on 
with  Profit  and  Succefs,  was  intirely  ne¬ 
glected.  Ever  fiince  the  Beginning  of  the 
Confufions  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I. 
it  has  been  upon  the  Decay,  and  our  Manu. 
fa&ures  of  Silk  Goods,  fine  broad  Cloths,  and 
feveral  others  of  left  Moment,  which  were 
introduced  at  a  great  Expence,  and  too  long 
carried  on  with  Lofs  to  the  Nation,  have  ne- 
verthelels,  in  a  great  Meafure,  totally  fail¬ 
ed.  We  have  been  long  fenfible  of  this, 
and  the  prefent  Generation  faw  the  Linen- 
manufafture  reduced  to  a  very  low  Ebb, 
but  faw  an  evident  Pofiibility  ofretrieving  it, 
if  we  bent  ail  our  Thoughts  that  Way.  This 
w'as  our  Condition,  when  the  .  Royal, 
boroughs,  who  are  the  Guardians  of  our 
Trade,  took  under  their  ferious  Confidera. 
tion  the  State  of  our  Trade  and  Manu¬ 
factures  in  their  general  annual  Conven¬ 
tion  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July,  in  the  Year 
j72^.  and  in  feveral  fubfequent  Meetings 
of  their  grand  annual  Committee  in  that  Year, 

a.  3  The 
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The  Society  for  the  Improvement  of 
Agriculture,  and  feveral  private  Perfons, 
who  underftood  Trade  and  Manufactures  of 
different  Sorts,  gave  in  Propofals  and  Schemes, 
for  the  retrieving  our  Manufactures  and 
Fifherie^,  to  thefe  Meetings  ;  and  Committees 
of  that  Society,  and  other  Gentlemen,  from 
feveral  Parts  of  the  Country,  likewife  at¬ 
tended  and  affifted  at  thefe  Meetings :  The 
Refult  of  all  which,  was,  that  in  their  Meet¬ 
ing  the  Seventeenth  of  February  i yz\.  they 
unanimoufly  refolved  to  addrefs  his  Majefty, 
and  to  make  a  proper  Application,  by  their 
Reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  and  other  Per¬ 
fons  of  DiftinCtion  then  at  London ,  who 
were  capable  to  ferve  their  Country,  to 
have  the  Monies  (fettled  by  Law  for  the 
encouraging  of  our  Manufactures)  effectually 
applied  for  that  Purpofo,  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
as  that  all  Mifapplication  of  them  might  be 
abfolutely  prevented  ;  and  the  Royal- 
borOughs  appointed  one  of  their  Number  to 
repair  to  London ,  at  their  Expence,  to  make 
this  Application  effectual. 


The 
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The  EfFeft  of  this,  was,  that  his  late 
Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleated  to  write  the 
following  Letter  to  the  Royal-boroughs, 
which  was  preferred  to  the  Convention  by 
his  Majefty’s  Advocate,  one  of  their  Num¬ 
ber,  upon  the  Sixth  of  July  1716. 

Superfcribed  George  R. 

“  Trusty  and  well  beloved,  We  greet 
“  you  well.  We  having  obferved,  that  the 
«  feVeral  Sums  of  Money  referved  and  pro- 
“  vided  by  the  Treaty  of  Union,  and  by 
u  divers  A&s  of  Parliament,  to  be  im- 
u  ployed  for  the  Improvement  of  Filheries 
«  an(j  Manufaftures  in  Scotland ,  have  not 
“  hitherto  been  applied  to  the  Ufes  for 
«  which  they  were  intended  principally, 
“  becaufe  no  particular  Plan  or  Method  hath 
k  been  concerted,  dire&ing  the  Manner  in 
«  which  thofe  Sums  fhould  be  applied  for 
«  the  faid  Purpofes.  And  being  defirous 
a  to  remove  that  Hindrance,  as  fpeedily  as 
“  may  be,  We  have  thought  good  to  re. 
t‘  commend  it  to  you,  that,  at  your  firft 
general  Meeting  in  the  Month  of  July  next, 

a  A  “  y°u 
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“  you  do  take  int0  y°«r  Confideration  the 
«  State  of  the  faid  Fisheries  and  Mantr- 
“  fa&ures,  and  of  the  Monies  provided  for 
«  encouraging  the  fame,  and  that,  by  your 
“  felves,  or  by  Committees  of  your  Num. 
ber,  you  do  devile  and  propole  the  parti¬ 
cular  Methods,  Rules'  and  Regulations, 
“  which  to  you  lhall  feem  the  mod  pro! 
per,  for  the  Application  of  the  laid  Sums 
towards  the  encouraging  and  promoting 
“  Fisheries,  and  fuch  other  Manufactures 
<5  and  Improvements  in  Scotland, ,  as  lhall 
“  moft  conduce  to  the  general  Good  of  the 
“  united  Kingdom  •  and  that  you  do  return 
“  to  Us  the  Propofitions  in  which  you  lhall 
“  have  agreed,  to  the  end,  that,  upon  due 
Confideration  thereof,  a  certain  Method 
“  may  be  fettled  for  the  Application  and 
“  Management  of  thole  Sums  for  the  future. 
“  The  Welfare  cf  our  loving  People  of 
“  Scotland,  and  the  Profperity  of  the  Royal. 
S{  boroughs,  is  fo  much  concerned  in  what 
a  We  recommend  to  you,  that  We  doubt 

“  not  you  will  go  on  in  the  Execution  of 
* 

a  what  is  expe&ed  from  you,  with  the  ut- 

“  moft 
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«  moft  Diligence,  Unanimity,  and  Impar¬ 
ts  tiality  :  And,  on  Our  Parr,  We  a  flure  you 
“  0f  Our  Countenance  and  Encouragement 
“in  what  you  fhall  pro  pole  ■  for  the  real 
“  Good  of  your  Country,  confiftent  with 
«■  the  general  Intereft  of  Our  united  King- 
4  4  dom.  And  fo  We  bid  you  heartily  fare- 
‘‘  wel.  Given  at  our  Court  of  Kenfington 
“  the  feventh  Day  of  June  1726.  in  the 
“  twelfth  Year  of  Our  Reign.  Counter  figned 
‘‘  by  his  Majefly’s  Command.  Holies  New- 
“  caftle” 

The  fame  Day  that  this  Letter  was 
read,  the  Convention  prepared  and  agreed 
upon  an  Anfwer,  wherein  they  exprelt  their 
great  Joy  and  Gratitude  to  his  Majefty,  for 
his  tender  Concern  for  the  Welfare  of  this 
Country,  and  for  that  particular  Inftance 
of.his  great  Goodnefs  towards  them,  which 
mud  fill  the  Hearts  of  all  his  loyal  Subjects 
in  this  Part  of  Britain ,  and  promifed,  with 
great  Cheerfulnefs,  to  prepare,  without  Lofs 
of  Time,  by  themfelves  and  Committees  of 
their  Number,  Proportions  to  be  laid  before 

his 
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his  Majefty,  for  anfwering  the  Ends  of  his 
Ma jelly’s  raoft  gracious  Intentions. 

“  Upon  the  Eighth  of  July  a  large 
44  Committee  was  appointed  to  confider  and 
44  deviie  fuch  Methods  as  might  mod  ef- 
4i  fectually  anfwer  his  Majefty’s  mod  graci- 
44  ous  Intention  of  encouraging  the  Trade 
f4  of  Filhing,  and  other  Manufactures  of  this 
44  Part  of  the  united  Kingdom,  and  im« 
44  powered  them  to  receive  Propofals  re- 
44  lative  thereto,  from  any  particular  Royal 
u  Borough,  or  any  other  Society,  or  private 
44  Perfbns,  &c” 

44  On  the  Twelfth  of  July  particular  In- 
44  ftruclions  were  drawn  up  for  this  Com- 
44  mittee,  who  were  to  fit  after  the  rifing  of 
44  the  Convention,  and  were  appointed  to 
44  have  their  Plan  in  readinefs  to  be  laid 
44  before  the  next  Convention,  which  was 
44  then  appointed  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  upon 
44  the  firft  Wednefday  of  November  following  _ 
«4  This  Committee  was  directed  to  take  the 
44  Advice  and  Afliftance  of,  and  to  coniult 

f?  with 
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i»  with  all  Perfons  who  had  Skill  and  Ex- 
44  perience  in  any  of  the  Branches  of  Trade 
fl  or  Manufacture  that  might  be  propos’d  to 
“  be  improven,  and  were  fpecially  direCied 
“  in  their  Plan  to  propofe  a  Method  for  the 
“  Application  of  the  whole  Monies  that 
“  might  annually  arile  for  the  Purposes  in- 
14  tended  by  his  Majefty,  in  fiich  Manner, 
“  as  the  Diftribution  might  be  diffusive,  and 
4t  fecured  effectually  againft  Mifapplication  ; 
44  and,  as  it  might  not  be  charged  with  the 
“  ordinary  Expence  of  Management,  it  be- 
44  ing  the  Intention  of  the  Convention,  from 
44  their  earneft  Defire  to  promote  the  pub- 
“  lick  Good,  and  thereby,  to  the  utmoft  of 
44  their  Power,  to  fecond  his  Majefty ’s  gra- 
<4  cious  Intentions,  voluntarily  to  propofe, 
“  that  they  (hould  defray  the  ordinary  Ex* 
c‘  pence  of  Management.’’ 

This  Committee  met  very  often  to  re¬ 
ceive  in,  and  conftder  Propofols  that  were 
lent  them  from  different  Places  of  the 
Country,  upon  the  Subjeft-matters  commit¬ 
ted  to  them,  and,  at  all  thofe  Meetings,  feve- 

ral 
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ral  Gentlemen,  skilled  in  Trade  and  Manu¬ 
factures,  who  were  not  Members,  afTifted  j 
and  upon  the  Eighth  of  November  172 6.  they 
prefented  to  the  general  Convention  a  par¬ 
ticular  Plan  for  the  Diftribution  and  Appli¬ 
cation  of  the  feveral  Funds  deftined  by  Law 
for  the  Improvement  of  Fifheries  and  Manu¬ 
factures,  to  be  laid  before  his  Majefty, 
which,  after  due  Confideration,  and  fome 
Amendments  made,  was  approven  of  by 
the  Convention.  The  Sum  of  this  Plan  is 
ingroft  in  his  prefent  Majefty’s  Letters  Pa¬ 
tents,  bearing  Date  at  St.  James’s  July  r. 
and  pafled  the  Seals  July  1 8.  1727.  which 
are  printed. 

* 

The  Convention,  at  the  fame  Time, 
appointed  their  annual  Committee  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  Heads  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
for  regulating  the  Linen- manufacture  ; 
and  the  annual  Committee  did,  the  fame 
Day,  purfuant  to  the  Powers  and  InflruCti- 
ons  given  them  by  the  Convention,  take 
under  their  Confideration,  “  That  the  future 
“  Happinels  and  Welfare  of  their  Country 

“  very 
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<c  very  much  depended  on  the  Succels  of 
«  their  Propofals,  and  that  it  was  their 
“  Duty  to  do  every  Thing  in  their  Power 
tt  to  make  the  fame  efife£dual,  and  did  autho* 
«  x\zq  and  impower  one  of  their  Number  to 
«  repair  to  London  upon  their  Expence,  and 
“  there,  in  Name  and  Behalf 'of  the  Royal- 
“  boroughs,  to  lay  before  his  Majefty,  in 
«  obedience  to  his  moft  gracious  Letter, 
«  the  general  and  particular  Plans  agreed 
tc  upon  by  the  Convention,  for  promoting 
«  the  Fiiheries  and  other  Manufactures  of 
u  this  Part  of  the  united  Kingdom,  and  Di- 
<«  ftribution  of  the  Funds  to  the  particular 
«  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,  and  to  endea- 
tt  Vour  to  obtain  fuch  A£h  of  Parliament  as 
«  might  be  moil  effectual  for  promoting, 
«  encouraging,  and  regulating  the  Linen- 
«  trade,  agreeable  to  the  Heads  then  ap- 
tt  proven  by  the  Paid  Committee.'’  All 
which  are  contained  in  the  Paid  Act  of  Par¬ 
liament  itfelf,  which  was  paid  that  lame 
Seffion  of  Parliament  ;  and  this  A61  was 
printed  by  itfelf,  and  foveral  Thouland 
Copies  of  it  were  difperfed. 


In 
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In  confequence  of  this  Application  from 
the  Royal-boroughs,  another  Aft  of  Parlia- 
ment  was  paft  that  fame  Seffion,  diredfing 
the  Appropriation  of  all  the  Funds  formerly 
provided  by  Parliament  (which  till  then 
had  never  been  applied)  to  the  feveral  Pur¬ 
poses  for  which  they  were  defigned.  Thefe 
Funds  are  feverally  enumerated  in  the  A 61 
itfelf,  and  are  particularly  refumed  in  his 
Majeffy’s  Letters  Patents,  wherein,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  Powers  vefled  in  the  Crown  by 
the  (aid  A6f,  the  feveral  Ufes  and  Purpofes 
to  which  they  are  to  be  applied,  are  fpecial- 
ly  dire&ed,  and,  agreeable  to  the  A6f, Twen¬ 
ty  one  Commiffioners  and  Truftees  are 
therein  named  and  appointed,  and  the  feve¬ 
ral  Matters  committed  to  their  Truft,  are 
therein  likewife  fpecially  di reefed :  And  I 
fhall  here  beg  Leave  to  refer  the  Reader,  for 
his  better  Information,  to  the  Patent  itfelf, 
which  was  printed  by  Order  of  the  Tru¬ 
ftees. 

These  Commiffioners  and  Truftees,  pur- 

fuant  to  the  Dire6lions  of  the  Charter,  held 

* 

their 
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their  firft  Meeting  in  the  Borough  Room 
at  Edinburgh  upon  the  Twentieth  of  July  1 727. 
and  then  proceeded  to  lay  down  proper  Rules 
and  Methods  for  their  own  Procedure,  and 
dire&ed  Books  to  be  prepared  for  that  Pur- 
pole.  In  concert  with  the  Royal  -  boroughs 
they  made  Choice  of  a  well-qualified  Gentle¬ 
man  to  be  their  Secretary,  whole  Conduct 
ever  fince  has  very  much  juftified  their 
Choice.  His  Sufficiency,  Diligence,  Accu¬ 
racy  and  Exa&nefs,  and  lingular  Fidelity  in 
the  Difcharge  of  this  great  Truft  commit¬ 
ted  to  him,  have  given  univerlal  Satisfacti¬ 
on. 

The  Truftees,  in  obedience  to  the  Di¬ 
rections  given  them  by  their  Charter,  ap¬ 
plied  themfelves  dire6ily  to  the  firft  Part  of 
their  Work,  namely ,  to  prepare  and  form 
a  particular  Plan  of  Diftribution  of  the  Funds, 
upon  the  feveral  Conditions  therein  fbecial- 
ly  fet  forth.  This  Plan  was  finiftied,  print¬ 
ed,  and  publifh’d  the  feventeenth  of  November 

1727. 
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1727.  to  which  I  alfo  beg  Leave  to  refer . 
the  Reader  for  a  full  Information. 

The  Rules  and  Regulations,  appointed, 
by  the  A6t  of  Parliament,  to  be  obferved 
in  the  Linen-manufacture,  took  Place  the 
Firft  of  November ,  in  the  fame  Year  1727. 
Since  this  Period,  we  have  happily  turned 
our  Eyes  upon  the  Improvement  of  our 
Manufactures,  which  is  now  a  common 
Subject  in  Difcourfe,  and  this  contributes 
not  alittle  to  its  Succefs.  People  thereby 
pick  up  Knowledge  and  Information,  by  De¬ 
grees,  of  our  Faults  and  Defeats  in  the  Ma- 
naeement  of  our  Manufactures,  and  of  the 

ZD1 

proper  Ways  to  cure  and  amend  tnem. 

r 

The  Trustees  bellow  their  Time  and 
Attendance  upon  the  Service  ,  ot  the  Publick 
without  Fee  or  Reward.  And  I  obferve, , 
from  their  Minutes,  that  their  Meetings  are 
regular  and  frequent.  It  appears  alrnoft  from 
every  Sederunt ,  that  their  Service  is  of  great 
Ufe  and  Importance  to  the  Country,  and 

contributes  greatly  to  advance  the  Improve¬ 
ment 
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ment  and  Extenfion  of  our  Filheries  and 
Manufactures  of  every  Rind.  Many  mif- 
tive  Letters,  for  the  Solution  of  Doubts  and 
Queftions,  Petitions  and  Applications  for 
Encouragements  of  various  Rinds,  upon 
different  Branches,  &c.  Memorials  and 

r  t  .  •  '  ' 

Complaints  of  Abufes,  DefeCts,  liovenly 
and  unprofitable  Practices  in  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  many  Parts  of  the  Manufacture,  and 

M  .  y  ' 

Propofols  of  Improvements,  and  of  the  moft 
frugal  and  expeditious  Methods  of  carrying 
on  feveral  Branches  to  the  belt  Advantage, 
are  frequently  lent  to  the  Secretary  from 
every  Corner  of  the  Country.  And  I  ob- 
ferve,  from  their  Minutes,  that  all  thefe  are 
always  duly  weighed  and  confidered  by  the 
Truftees,  and  Satisfaction,  by  regular  An- 
fwers,  given  to  the  Perfons  who  fend  them. 
The  good  EffeCts  of  a  Correfpondence  of 
this  Rind  are  obvious. 


I  might  here  enter  into  a  particular  De¬ 
tail  of  the  whole  Proceedings  of  the  Truftees, 
from  the  Commencement  of  their  Truft  to 
this  Time,  were  it  not  that  filch  an  Account 

£  would 
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would  (well  this  Preface  to  a  greater  Length 
than  the  Difcourfe  itfelf;  and  that  their 
whole  Conduft,  in  the  Diftribution  and  Ap¬ 
plication  of  the  Funds,  under  their  Care,  in 
each  Year,  is  fummed  up  in  their  annual 
Report  to  the  King  ;  and  that,  purfuant  to 
the  Dire&ions  of  his  Majefty’s  Charter,  a 
Duplicate  or  true  Copy  of  this  Report  is 
annually  given  in,  within  thirty  Days  after 
Chriftmasy  to  the  annual  Committee  of  the 
Royal-boroughs,  and  is  by  them  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  general  Convention  in  jf uh  there¬ 
after,  where  it  lies  upon  the  Table  during 
the  Sitting  of  the  Convention,  to  be  perufed 
by  all  the  Members ;  and  that  thefe  Reports 
are  all  in  the  Hands  of  the  Clerks  to  the 
Royal-boroughs,  where  any  Perfon  may 
have  Accefs  to  fee  them ;  any  Perfon  may 
likewife  have  Accefs  to  the  Minutes  of  Pro- 
cedure  of  the  Truftees,  at  any  Time,  in  the 
Hands  of  their  Secretary. 

Persons  of  all  Ranks  exprefs,  on  many 
Occafions,  a  generous  Concern  for  the  pub- 
lick  Good,  and  an  honeft  Curiofity  to  be 
particularly  reformed  of  the  State  and  Pro- 
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grefs  of  our  Manufactures,  fince  they  have 
become  the  Objects  of  the  Care  and  Con¬ 
cern  of  the  Publick  ;  what  EffeCts  the  Ob- 
fervations  of  the  Regulations  of  the  Linen 
Act  of  Parliament  have  had  upon  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  Linen  Cloth  in  its  Quality  • 
what  new  Branches  of  that  Trade,  former¬ 
ly  unknown  to  us,  have  been  introduced  at 
the  publick  Charge  :  How  far  thefe  are  aL 
ready  im proven ;  and  what  other  Parts  are 
Hill  to  be  introduced,  improven  and  extend¬ 
ed,  and  how  far  the  Application  of  the  pub¬ 
lick  Funds,  defined  by  Law  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  our  Fifheries  and  Manu¬ 
factures,  have  already  contributed  towards 
thele  Ends. 


Many  are  defirous,  and  have  been  long 
expecting  to  fee  fbmething  publifht  upon  this 
Head  ;  and  the  Author  obferving  that  no- 
thing  of  that  Kind  hath  hitherto  appeared 
he  lately  refolved,  notwithftanding  of  the 
juft  Senfe  he  has  of  his  own  Unfitnels  for 
the  Performance,  to  beftow  as  much  Time 
(as  his  neceflary  Attendance  upon  his  own 

•  '  •  *  2  private 
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private  Affairs  would  allow  himj  to  re¬ 
duce  his  Obfervations  on  this  Subject,  in 
which  he  has  been  pretty  much  converfant, 
to  Writing,  to  the  end  that  others  of  better 
Skill,  and  more  Knowledge  in  thefe  Matters, 
may  be  excited  to  publiih  (omething  of  the 
(ante  Kind  to  better  Purpofe.  And  now, 
that  nothing  of  this  Sort  appears  from  any 
other  Hand,  he  has  adventured  to  fend  it  a- 
broad,  fuch  as  it  is,  and  fubmits  it  to  every 
Reader,  who,  he  hopes,  will  confider  it 
with  the  fame  View  he  had  in  it,  namely, 
to  create  a  Spirit  of  Induftry  and  Diligence 
in  the  People,  to  promote  the  Improvement 
and  Extenfion  of  our  Manufa&ures,  at  lead: 
of  fuch  of  them  as  are,  or  may  be  carried 
on  with  the  greateft  Profit,  upon  which  the 
Happinefs  and  Profperity  of  this  Country 
depends. 

In  the  firft  Part,  he  takes  Notice  of 
Idlenefs,  and  the  bad  Effe&s  of  it,  as  it 
hurts  Individuals,  and  as  it  affecls  the  whole 
Body  of  the  People  nationally;  and  propofes 
a  few  Rules  of  Police,  for  fupprefiing  of 
Theft  and  Begging,  and  imploying  of  the 

Poor 
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Poor  in  Work-houfes.  He  then  {peaks  of 
the  Caufes  of  the  Non-improvement  of  our 
Grounds,  and  of  the  great  Advantages  of 
Agriculture ;  and  propofes  the  fame  Method 
for  the  Improvement  of  our  Lands,  by  which 
the  Eftates  of  England  were  at  fit  ft  im- 
proven. 

I 

In  the  fecond  Part,  he  treats  of  Induftry 
as  the  Source  of  national  Wealth  and  Power, 
and  of  the  common  Motives  to  Induftry  - 
of  Trade  and  Manufaftures  in  general,  of 
our  Trade  in  particular,  and  of  the  Staple- 
manufa&ures  of  England ,  and  of  this  Coun¬ 
try  ;  of  the  Caufes  of  the  Neglecl  and  Non¬ 
improvement  of  our  Staple  ;  of  fitch  Branches 
of  Manufacture  as  are  now  carried  on  with 
Lofs  ;  of  feveral  Trades  that  now  are,  and 
are  liable  to  be  overftockt,  and  propoies  fbmc 
Methods  to  prevent  this ;  of  the  Improve¬ 
ment  and  Extenfion  of  our  Staple,  as  the 
only  Way  to  imploy  all  our  ipare  Hands  of 
every  Condition;  of  the  Plantation  Trade, 
and  the  great  Benefit  of  thefe  Settlements 
in  America  to  their  Mother  Country,  efpe. 

h  3  daily 
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cially  it  they  were  duly  encouraged  to  raile 
Materials  for  Horne-manufaftures  *  of  the 
Necefiity  of  the  Improvement  and  Extenfion 
of  the  Manufacture  of  home-made  a  Linen 
Clotii  in  Scotland^  England  and  Ireland . 

In  the  third  Part,  he  gives  a  particular 
Account  of  the  State  and  Condition  of  the 
Linen-manufa&ure  of  this  Country,  as  it  is 
at  this  Time,  and  of  its  Progrefs  fince  the 
Firft  of  November  1727.  Upon  Perufal  of  this 
Part  fince  it  was  printed,  he  obferves  (ome- 
thing,  he  intended  to  have  (poke  of,  omitted, 
namely ,  a  bad  Practice  in  the  Sale  of  Linen 
Yarn,  of  falle  and  fhort  Tale  not  with* 
flanding  of  the  Dire&ions  of  the  Aft  of  Par¬ 
liament  to  the  contrary. 

This  is  laid  to  be  owing  to  the  Ute  of 
Hand-reels,  a  Method  of  making  up  Yarn 
fo  uncertain  and  precarious,  that  no  Per 
Ions  who  u!e  them,  can  poffibly  be  exact 
in  -their  Numbers  of  Threads.  No  Buyer  can 
pretend  to  tell  the  Threads  of  every  Cut  of 
'  Yara  he  buys,  much  iefs  can  the  Stamp- 

mafter 
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matter  controul  the  Tale  of  all  the  Yarn 
that  is  prefented  to  Sale  in  a  Fair  or  Market; 
and  as  Yarn  can  be  fubje&ed  to  no  Stamp 
or  other  certain  Check,  if  the  Buyer  difoover 
not  the  Fraud  until  he  come  to  fort  his  Yam 
for  Ufe,  it  will  then  be  too  late  for  him  to 
recur  upon  the  Seller. 

£  %  y  •  J  ' f  **r 

* 

tff  it 

The  moft  probable  Way  to  cure  and  pre¬ 
vent  this  Evil,  is  to  introduce  the  Pra&ice  of 
Check-reels  every  where,  and  if  the  Funds 
appropriated  for  encouraging  the  Linen-trade 
might  allow  it,  it  is  propos’d  that  the  Tru- 
ftees,  for  the  more  fpeedy  furnifhing  of  the 
Country  with  Check- reels,  might  give 
annually  a  certain  Number,  by  Way  of 
Prizes  upon  Spinning,  in  the  fame  Way 
that  fpinning  Wheels  are  propos’d  to  be 
given  at  the  fmall  fpinning  Schools :  And 
when  any  Alteration  or  Amendment  of  the 
Linen  A<tt  of  Parliament  is  propos’d,  the 
Ufo  of  Hand-reels  may  be  difoharg’d,  and 
every  falfo  Tale  of  Yarn  fobjecfed  to  a  Se¬ 
vere  Penalty,  becaufo  every  Miftake  in  a 

h  4  Check- 
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Check-reel  muft  be  made  with  a  fraudulent 
Intention  to  deceive  the  Buyer. 

Another  Practice  dilcharg’d  by  Law, 
flill  prevails  in  feveral  Places  in  the  North, 
that  proves  a  Lofs  to  the  Spinners,  which 
is  the  Ufe  of  the  eleven. quarter  Reel,  altho 
the  Act  directs  that  ail  Yarn  ihall  be  made 
up  by  tne  ten-quarter  Reel,  being  two  Yards 
9nd  an  Half  or  ninety  Inches  in  Circum- 

*  I 

ference,  and  that  all  Reels,  wherever  found 
other  than  2 1  Yards,  or  90  Inches  in  Cir- 
cumference,  ihall,  at  the  Sight  of  the  proper 
Officer,  be  deffroyed,  and  all  Yarn  otherwile 
made  up  Ihall  be  confilcated.  All  Stamp, 
mailers  ought  therefore  to  be  fh  ictly  enjoyn- 
ed  to  make  diligent  Search  for  all  fuch  ille¬ 
gal  Reels,  and  to  feize  all  Yarn  otherwile 
made  up  than  as  the  Law  direfrs. 

f  -  •  t  ;  ■  h 

The  Ule  of  Weights  and  Scales  is  the 
pnly  fure  Way  to  prove  Yarn,  both  as  to  its 
Quantity  and  Finenels;  every  good  Weaver 
ules  this  Method  in  making  up  a  Parcel  of 
Yarn  for  every  Piece  of  Cloth,  becaufe  it 

dilcovers 
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difcovers,  to  a  Certainty,  if  all  the  Yarn  in¬ 
tended  to  be  ufed  in  the  fame  Piece,  is  pre- 
rifely  of  the  fame  Finenefs ;  for  two  equal 
Quantities,  or  Cuts  of  Yarn,  containing  the 
fame  Number  of  Threads  each,  and  each 
Thread  of  the  fame  Length,  if  they  differ 
in  Weight,  muft  alfo  differ  in  Finenefs. 
This  Practice  would  likewife  be  of  great  Ufe 
to  the  Dealers  in  Yarn ;  they  have  no  more 
to  do  than  to  tell  one  Cut,  and  to  prove 

s'* 

all  the  reft  by  Weight  with  it,  and  every 
Cut  that  differs  in  Weight,  muft  likewife 
differ  either  in  Finenefs  or  in  Tale  and 

-r*  .  ^  *•  .  a 

Quantity. 

The  Parliament  of  Ireland  give  great 

Funds  for  the  Improvement  of  their  Linen- 

. 

manufacture,  no  Defect  is  fooner  difcover- 
ed,  that  can  be  fupplied  by  Encouragement, 
than  it  is  done.  The  Truftees  in  Ireland 
gave,  at  one  Time,  ioooo  Check-reels,  which 
were  all  made,  and  fent  and  diftributed  to 
the  Spinners  in  different  Places  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,  at  the  publick  Charge ;  they  alfo  at  feve- 
ral  Times  have  made  great  Numbers  of 
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good  Looms,  completely  mounted,  of  the 
Btifl  Kind,  and  give  them  gratis  to  the 
beft  Weavers.  They  are  hkewife  careful  to 
remove,  by  publick  Laws,  every  Thing  that 
lias  the  leaf!  Appearance  of  a  Difcourage- 
tnent  to  the  Linen-trade.  They,  by  Aft  of 
Parliament,  exempted  Linen  Cloth  of  every 
Kind  from  the  Payment  of  all  petty  Cu- 
ftoms,  or  fmall  Duties  that  were  in  Ufe 
to  bO  paid  upon  it  at  weekly  Markets  and 
Country  Fairs. 

This  Aft  well  deferves  our  Confederati¬ 
on,  to  put  our  Linen-trade  upon  the  fame 
Footing  of  Freedom  and  Immunity  with 
that  of  Ireland-  Thofe  petty  Duties  are  a 
Part  of  the  Revenue  of  thofe  Boroughs  and 
Towns  where  Linen  Cloth  and  Linen  Yarn 
are  fold  at  weekly  Markets  and  Fairs ;  and 
a  very  fmall  Part  of  the  Revenue  they  are  • 
for  the  collefting  of  them  cofts  very  near 
as  much  as  they  yield.  The  Manner  of 
railing  thofe  fmall  Cufdoms  occafions  fre¬ 
quent  Complaints  and  Difputes  between  the 
Dealers  and  Colleftors,  which  hurt  the 

Dealers 
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Dealers,  in  their  Imagination,  and  the  Com¬ 
munities  themfelves  in  Reality ;  For  when 

the  Dealers  take  Offence,  they  often  fall 

,  '  » 

on  Ways  to  difpofe  of  their  Goods,  with¬ 
out  bringing  them  to  Market ;  and  this  fo 
far  diminilhes  the  Trade,  and  the  Confump. 
tion  of  Provifions  in  thofe  Towns  where  the 

Markets  and  Fairs  are  held. 

••  ’  .  » 

The  Town-council  of  Dundee  had  this 
Matter  under  their  Confideration  fome  Years 
ago,  and  very  wifely  they  remitted  the 
Duties  that  ufed  to  be  paid  on  Linen  Cloth. 
They  ftruck  this  fmall  Branch  of  their  Re¬ 
venue  out  of  their  Rent-roll,  and  exempted 
Linen  Goods  of  every  Rind  from  the  Pay¬ 
ment  of  Cuftom  of  every  Kind.  The 
Effeft  of  this  was,  that  Numbers  of  Coun¬ 
try  Weavers,  who  ufed  to  carry  their 
Cloth  for  Sale  to  the  Towns  that  ly  neareft 
them,  where  the  fame  Duties  are  ftill  le¬ 
vied,  do  now  bring  their  Cloth  to  Dundee. , 
altho  it  lies  at  a  much  greater  Diftance 
from  them, 

I  mull 
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I  muft  humbly  beg  Leave  to'  fubmit  this, 
with  the'  other  Matters  propofed  in  the 
following  Difeourfe,  to  the  Confideration 
of  the  Royal-boroughs  in  their  next  general 
Convention,  to  be  held  in  July  1 734.  They 
are  the  Guardians  of  Trade  and  Manufa&ure, 
and  the  chief  Gainers  and  Lofers  by  both  : 
And  when  this  Matter  is  duly  weighed 
they  will,  no  doubt,  prefer  their  real  In- 
tereft,  (which  obvioufly  depends  upon  the 
Improvement  and  Extenfion  of  our  Staple- 
manufa&ure)  to  this  imaginary  Branch  of 
a  Trifle  of  Revenue,  fcarce  worth  collecting, 
and  prepare  a  proper  Application  to  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  exempting  Linen  Goods  of  every 
Kind  from  the  Payment  of  all  Duties  and 
petty  Cutfoms  whatever,  either  at  weekly 
Markets,  or  in  Country  Fairs. 

The  Parliament  of  Ireland  did  likewife 
(for  the  Encouragement  of  Weavers)  by  a 
publick  Law,  allow  any  Weaver  to  fet  up 
and  carry  on  his  Trade  in  any  Town  or  In¬ 
corporation  in  the  Kingdom  wherever  he 
pleafed,  notwithstanding  any  Monopolies 


The  PREFACE,  xxix 

% 

or  feclufive  Privileges  that  had  been  formerly 
granted  in  favours  of  any  Company  or  Cor¬ 
poration  of  'Weavers.  The  Weavers  in  this 
City  are  indeed  exceeding  eafy  upon  this 
Head,  they  are  in  ufe  to- admit  any  good 
Tradelman  to  the  Freedom  of  their  Incor¬ 
poration,  upon  Terms  that  are  eafy  and 
realbnable :  But  if  any  Foreigner  or  Stranger, 
who  is  a  good  Weaver,  inclined  to  fet  up 
his  Trade  in  any  Town  or  Burgh,  without 
being  a  Freeman  or  a  Member  of  the  Incor¬ 
poration  ;  it  would  prove  a  very  great  En- 
couragemcut  to  the  Linen-manufa&ure,  if 
they  were  allowed  to  work  and  carry  on 
their  Trade,  where  they  imagined  they 
could  do  it  to  the  belt  Advantage,  upon  this 
fingle  Condition  on  their  Part,  Re[idencey 
and  weaving  ot  good  Cloth  as  the  Law 
direfts :  And  if  all  Weavers  were  likewile 
exeemed  from  all  publick  Burdens,  and 
Parilh-offices,  it  would  be  the  better,  and 
contribute  much  to  increale  their  Number. 

It  is  oblerved,  that  any  diligent  young 
Lad,  of  an  ordinary  Genius,  who  ap¬ 
plies 
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plies  himfelf  Clofe  to  his  Bufinefs,  can  work 
and  finilh  a  Piece  of  Cloth  very  well  under 
the  Direction  of  a  good  Matter,  when  he 
has  been  but  two  Years  at  the  Trade :  But 
it  is  found  from  Experience,  that  no  Man 
ought  to  be  intrufted  to  fort  and  fize  a  Parcel 
of  Yarn,  to  warp,  put  in  the  Loom,  weave 
and  finilh  a  Piece  of  Cloth  by  himfelf,  be¬ 
fore  he  has  wrought  conftantly  fix  or  feven 
Years  at  leaft,  under  the  Eye  of  a  skilful 
Matter.  It  is  therefore  propofed,  when  any 
Amendment  is  made  to  the  Linen  Aft,  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  Claufe  in  it  to’  this 
Purpole,  to  1  ettrain  any  Weaver  from  fetting 
up  as  a  Matter,  until  he  has  wrought  con¬ 
ftantly  under  a  good  Matter  or  Matters  for 
the  Space  of  feven  Years,  and  then  to  be 
allowed  to  praftife  their  Trade  as  Matters 
wherever  they  pleafe,  upQn  finding  Bail,  as 
the  Law  direfts,  to  conform  themfelves  to 
the  Obfervation  of  all  the  Rules  and  Regu¬ 
lations  contained  in  the  Linen  Aft  of  Par 
liamenr.  . 
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In  the  fourth  and  laft  Part  of  this  Dif 
courfe,  the  Author  takes  notice  of  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  our  Situation  in  an  Ifland,  that 
our  Security  depends  chiefly  upon  our  navaji 
Force,  and  that  our  Navigation  depends 
chiefly  upon  our  Fifheries,  which  ought 
therefore  with  great  Care  to  be  encouraged. 
He  fpeaks  of  feveral  Difcouragements  and 
Hardships,  that  feveral  Branches  of  our 
Fifheries  labour  under  at  prefent,  and  pro, 
pofes  fbme  Methods  for  relieving  them,  and 
of  feveral  probable  Ways  for  improving  and 
extending  our  Fifhing-trade  in  every  Branch, 
by  proper  Encouragement. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  Di C- 
courfe,  the  Author  has  (poke  his  Mind,  with 
Freedom,  of  our  Abufes,  bad  Habits,  and 
unfrugal  Pra&ices  of  our  Tradefmen  and 
Dealers  of  different  Rinds,  as  they  occurred 
to  him  ;  and  in  this,  he  hopes,  he  has  given 
j  as,  it  is  apparent  from  his  Man- 
ner  of  writing,  he  intended  none.  It  is  a 
Privilege  peculiar  to  the  Subjecis  of  free 
States,  to  fpeak  or  write  what  they  think, 
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and  to  pubiifh  what  they  write,  fo  long  as 
they  obferve  the  Rules  of  Decency,  and 
exprefs  that  Regard  and  Refpeft  for  Digni¬ 
ties,  and  Per  Ions  of  high  Rank,  and  in  high 

Offices,  that  the  Nature,  Peace,  and  good 
Order  of  every  civil  Society  requires. 


The  Liberty,  or  Servitude  of  a  Nation, 
appears  as  much  from  their  Writings,  as 
from  any  other  Part  of  their  Condu£  in 
Life.  Free  States  are  liable  to  be  difturbed 
by  Fa&ion,  and  Party-ftruggles  for  publick 
Imployments  :  And  their  Writers,  efpecially 
'  of  Hiftory  and  Biography,  difcover  a  Biafs 
tor  that  Side  to  which  they  are  attach’d  ; 
but  both  Parties  fpeak  cut  their  Sentiments 
with  great  Boldnefs  and  Freedom.  Inde¬ 
cent  Liberties  are  often  taken  with  Men  in 
Power,  and  even  thefe  are  fometimes  6f 
Ufe  ;  they  ferve  to  check  and  controul  the 
Conduct  of  great  Men,  to  put  them  on  their 
Guard  to  confine  themfelves,  in  all  their 
Actions,  within  the  Bounds  prefcribed  by 
Law,  which  is  their  greatefi  Security.  The 
Conduct  of  Princes,  Minifiers,  and  other 

great 
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great  Men,  is,  in  free  States,  varioufly  re- 
prefented,  as  the  feveral  Writers  affeft ; 
but,  by  comparing  the  Accounts  of  both 

Sides,  the  Truth  is  eafily  difcerned. 

I  .  .  “ 

Whereas,  under  arbitrary  Govern¬ 
ments,  their  Writings  are  ftuft  with  Pane- 
gyrick  and  fullom  Flattery  :  Every  Man 
in  Power  is  a  great  and  a  good  Man,  at  leaft 

fo  long  as  his  Power  remains  with  him ; 

•  * 

and  the  worft  and  weakeft-  of  Princes  are 
dubb’d  with  the  Characters  of  the  belt  and 
greareft,  fb  long  as  they  live.  The  fame 
Characters  are  giyen  to  a  Julius  Cefar ,  or 
an  Oliver  Cromvel ,  (who  betrayed  their 

Country,  and  trampled  upon  Law  and  Li¬ 
berty)  that  properly  belong  to  a  George 
Cajiriot ,  a  William  Wallace ,  or  a  Prince  of 
Orange,  who  fpent  their  Lives  in  the  De. 
fence  of  Law  and  Liberty,  and  devoted 

them  re  Ives  to  the  Service  of  their  Country, 
to  refcue  the  People  from  Servitude  and 

ft-,  * 

the  Bondage  of  a  foreign  Yoke. 

'  '  *  ‘  1  i  "  {  '  ~  > 
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When  an  cnflaved  Nation  have  the 
rare  Happinefs  to  be  bleft  with  the  Reign  of 
a  Titus  or  a  ‘Trajan,  then,  and  not  till  then 
the  Truth  and  true  Chara&ers  of  former 
Tyrants  come  out :  Then  the  Spirit  of  Liberty 
revives,  and  Truth  is  allowed  to  walk  abroad 
in  Day-light,  during  the  IhortSeafon  of  fuch  a 
Sun-fhine.  This  is  apparent  from  the  Writ¬ 
ings  of  Tacitus ,  where  the  jufteft  Sentiments 
of  Liberty,  and  the  ftrongeft  Difpofition  to 
aflert  it,  appears  jdmoft  in  every  Page  :  But 
Co  ftrong  an  Impreflion  do  the  Reftraints 
of  Tyrants  make  upon  the  Minds  of  Men 
that  Tacitus  appears,  on  many  Occafions,  to 
be  under  a  Rind  of  Aw  and  Dread  of  go¬ 
ing  too  far:  So  terrible  is  uncontroulable 
Power,  even  in  the  Hands  of  the  beff  of 
Princes. 

The  Author  fubniits  his  Oblervations, 
upon  the  feveral  Subjects  he  treats  of  to  the 
Examination  and  Judgment  of  every  candid 
and  impartial  Reader  ;  and  hopes,  thole  who 
difcover  any  Errors,  Miftakes,  Defeats,  or 
Omiffions,  will  publilh  their  Remarks  with 

the 
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the  fame  Intention  that  he  has  done,  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  Publick  ;  Or  if  they  incline  not 
to  put  themfelves  to  that  Trouble,  if  they 
tranfmit  them  to  Mr.  Flint  Secretary  to  the 
Truftees,  where  the  Author  may  have  Accefs 
to  fee  them,  they  may  be  publilhed  by  Way 
of  an  Appendix  or  Supplement  to  this  Di£ 
courfe ;  or  if  another  Edition  lhall  be  wanted 

by  Way  of  Notes,  in  the  proper  Places  to 
which  they  refer. 
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Ob  is  there  not  fame  Patriot,  in  wbofe  Power 
That  be  ft,  that  godlike  Luxury  is  placed. 

Of  blejfmg  Thoufands,  Thoufands  yet  unborn, 
fhro  late  Pofterity?  Some,  large  of  Soul! 

To  cbear  dejected  Induftry  ?  do  give 
A  double  Harveft  to  the  pining  Swain  ? 

And  teach  the  labouring  Hand  the  Sweets  of  f  oyl  ? 

Thomson’/  Seafans. 

i  ■  i  .  .  - - - ; - - 

DLENES3  is  the  Source  of 
almofl:  every  Mifchief  that  affU&s 
human  Nature ;  it  i$  the  Parent 
of  Poverty  and  Want  ;  and  thefc 
never  faill  to  beget  Envy,  Com¬ 
plaint  and  Murmur,  which  by  Degrees  ripen  in¬ 
to  popular  Clamour  and  Sedition ;  and  prepare 
and  difpofe  the  idle  Multitude,  as  proper  and 
forward  Tools,  in  the  Hands  of  Fadion,to  difturh 
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the  publick  Peace,  and  involve  a  Nation  in  Mi- 
fery  and  Ruin ;  even  Pride  itfelf,  that  Bane  of  So¬ 
ciety  and  chief  Spring  of  Ambition  ;  and  all  the 
Rapine,  Slaughter,  Opprcflion,  and  other  dif- 
mal  Scenes  oi  Defolation,  that  attend  toreign 

r  *  •  '  J 

Conqueft  or  civil  War,  which  flow  from  Ambi¬ 
tion,  is  nurfi:  and  cheriflit  by  Idlenefs,  Idlencfs 
teems  with  Vice,  and  brings  forth  Diftrcfs  and 
Mifery,  the  unavoidable  and  certain  Effects  of 
Vice.  Where-ever  Idlenefs  reigns, ft  w  and  wretch¬ 
ed  are  the  People.  In  fhort,  as  Wealth  and 
Numbers,  the  chief  Strength  and  Happinefs  of 
a  Nation,  are  increafed  by  Induftry;  fo  Depopu¬ 
lation,  and  every  Thing  that  renders*  Nation 
defpicablc,  may  be  faid  to  flow  from  Idlenefs. 

Man  is  naturally  a&ive  and  reftlefs,  and 
when  he  is  not  ufefully  imployed,  he  rarely  a- 
voids  the  doing  of  Hurt  and  Mifchief  to  himfelf 
or  others.  It  is  our  indifpenfiblc  Duty  as  well 
as  Intereft  to  be  induftrious,  in  fudore  vultu t 
tux  pattern  ‘vefeeris.  Altho’  Nature  furniihes  us  a- 
bunciantly  with  Materials,  yet  our  own  Induftry 
and  Labour  is  required  to  fit  them  for  out  Ufe, 
He  that  will  not  work,  ought  not  to  eat,  and 
whoever  labours  not  for  his  own  Bread,  muft 
eat  the  Bread  of  others,  and  thereby  unjuftly  in¬ 
vades  his  Neighbour’s  Property  j  wherefore  the 
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Rulers  of  every  State,  ought  by  ati  proper  and 
poffible  N Jeans  to  difeourage  Idlenefs  in  the 
People  as  their  chiet  Care  ;  For  where  a  Spirit 
of  Induftry  is  once  raifed  amongft  the  People; 
and  where  hone  ft  Labour,  Diligence  and  Affi- 
duity  in  Bufinels,  are  held  in  Efteem  ;  fo  long  as 


thole  great  Avenues  to  national  Power  are 

c. ' 


n 


carefully  guarded,  and  (ecured  by  publick  Laws, 
the  Management  of  koreign  Affairs  will  become 

cafy, 


A  State  remarkable  for  Wealth  and  Numbers 
of  People  ;  where  the  c  tnmoit  Rights  and  Liber¬ 
ties  of  the  Subje  51  are  feemed  by  good  Laws  ;  where 
as  muchEquality  is  preferred  amongft  theSubjeds 
as  the  Nature  and  Security  of  Property  will  ad¬ 
mit  of ;  where  Men  are  indulged  in  the  free  Exer- 
cife  of  fuch  their  particular  Opinions,  as  difturbs 
not  the  Peace  of  Society,  or  are  hurtful  to  the  com¬ 
mon  Interefts  of  their  Neighbours ;  and  where  the 
Unanimity  and  common  Concern  of  the  Subjects 
for  the  publick  Intereft  is  preferved,  by  a  mild, 
fieady  and  impartial  Adminiftration  *  fuch  a 
Nation  will  be  ever  efteemed,  and  feared  by 
neighbouring  States ;  its  Friendfhip  will  be 
courted*  its  Enmity  dreaded;  fuch  a  State  is  lor 
the  moft  Part  fuccefsiul  in  foreign  Negociations  ; 
and  Treaties  once  entred  into  will  not  be  rafhly 
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violated,  where  fo  efte&ual  Means  to  chaftife  a 
faithlefs  Ally  do  fubfift  •  Nor  will  Wars  be  urv- 
realonably  undertaken  againft  a  Nation  that  is 
able,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  World,  to  bring  an 
obflinate  Foe  to  Reafon. 

Under  arbitrary  Governments  Idlenefs  is 
indeed  unavoidable;  For  the  Breath  of  Tyranny, 
like  Poifon  or  a  Plague,  blafts  and  deftroys  every 
Thing  that  is  virtuous  and  beneficial  to  Man¬ 
kind.  Where  the  Properties  of  the  Subject  are 
liable  to  the  violent,  fraudulent,  or  other  unjuil 
Seizure  of  an  arbitrary  Prince,  or  of  his  more  arbi¬ 
trary  Officers  and  Servants ;  few  Men  will  carry 
their  Labour  further  than  to  anfwer  the  neceffary 
Demands  of  Life :  No  Man  will  labour  for  a- 
nother  ;  nor  is  Wealth  to  be  expected  where  it 
renders  the  PoflefTor  obnoxious  to  Envy,  and 
may  become  a  Prey  to  the  Avarice  of  a  rapacious 
Miniftcr ;  Few  Men  indeed  chufe  to  live  under 
fuch  Governments,  nor  do  many  flay  who  may 
fafely  and  conveniently  withdraw  themfelves. 
And  hence  it  is  that  fo  many  fineCountries  of  the 
World,  where  uncontrolable  Power  is  eflabliffi- 
ed,  are  at  this  Day  mere  Deferts ;  but  in  free 
Countries  where  the  Properties  of  the  Subject 
are  fecured  by  the  fame  Laws  that  afeertain  and 
meafure  the  Power  of  the  civil  Magiftrate; 

Men 
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Men  are  incouraged  to  labour  •  becaufe  they  arc 
abfolutely  affured  of  the  Enjoyment  of  the  pruits 
of  their  Labour.  W  hile  thele  Motives  to  Indu- 
ftry  fubfift,  the  Fund  for  carrying  it  on  will 
never  be  drained.  The  expenfive  Comforts  and 
Conveniencies  of  Life  wili  always  multiply  as 
Wealth  is  increafed,  and  will  be  a  conftant 
Mean  of  imploying  the  diligent  Poor,  who  get 
their  Bread  from  the  Hands  of  the  Rich ;  whofe 
Wealth  is  at  the  fame  time  augmented  by  the 
Labour  of  the  Poor;  and  thefe  will  multiply  and 
increafe  wherever  comfortable  Bread  is  to  be 
earned  for  Labour,  and  Liberty  of  Confcience  is 
eftabliflred  by  publick  Authority :  So  that  Wealth 
and  Numbers  do,  by  the  foie  Medium  of  ln- 
dajlry,  mutually  fubfift  and  increafe  each  o- 
ther. 

The  inferior  Clafs  of  Mankind  when  profita¬ 
bly  employed,  are  in  every  Country  its  chief 
Strength  and  Source  of  Wealth  ;  but  when  they 
are  indulged  in  Idlenefs,  they  are  a  Burden  upon 
it,  a  dead  Weight,  and  a  Drawback  on  all  its 
Affairs.  People  who  are  accuftomed  to  Labour, 
and  who  live  comfortably  by  their  Labour,  are 
contented,  peaceable,  cheerful,  tractable,  and 
good  Subjefts ;  obedient  to  the  Laws,  tenacious 
of  Liberty,  incapable  of  Servitude ;  they  not  on  - 
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ly  fubfift  theRikh  es  by  hur  Labour,  but  add  to 
the  Wealth  ot  thofe  who  empioy  them.  When 
the  publick  Peace  is  in  Danger,  or  their  common 
Safety  threatned  by  foreign  War,  they  cheer  ul- 
ly  risk  their  Lives  in  rne  Defence  of  their  valuable 
Privileges  ot  Liberty,  and  tor  fecuring  to  them- 
felves  and  their  Pbftrrity  the  Fruits  ot  their  La¬ 
bour,  which,  under  a  free  Government,  no  Man 
can  touch  without  Punifhment.  Publick  Taxes 
laid  on,  and  levied  by  a  Rule  certain,  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  every  ones  Ability,  they  cheerfully 
fubmit  to,  and  are  as  good  Soldiers  as  Subjects, 
They  are  contented  with  their  Pay,  fubmiflive  to 
Difcipline,  patient  ot  Labour;  and  when  the 
Publick  has  no  more  Ufe  lot  their  Service  in  War, 
they  lay  down  their  Arms  cheerfully,  and  return 
to  their  former  Employments,  whereby  they  know 
how  to  get  their  Bread  wichouc  any  bafe  or 
fervile  Dependance,  and  injoy  the  Sweets  ot  Peace 
wich  the  greater  Relifh,  that  they  have  feen  and 
felt  the  Miferies  that  attend  War, 

But  idle  Subje&s  are  poor  and  indigent,  and 
muft  be  maintain'd  attheExpence  of  others,  either 
by  a  bafe  and  fervile  Dependance,  or  by  Theft, 
Robbery,  or  Begging.  They  arc  difeontented, 
turbulent  and  mutinous,  fond  of  publick  Difor- 
der,  and  ready  to  encreafe  it ;  always  in  Hopes 
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of  fomething  from  common  and  univerfal  Cala¬ 
mity,  and  from  every  Change,  as  having  them- 
felves  nothing  to  loofe :  infenfible  of  Liberty,  as 
they  enjoy  none ;  Tools  of  Tyrrany  and  Opreffi- 
on,  as  they  exped  to  be  Sharers  of  the  Booty 
difobedient  to  Laws,  as  they  live  by  no  Rule. 
Their  Minds  are  by  Habit,  bafe,  fervile,  and 
dilhoneft,  incapable  of  doing  Good,  prone  to 
Mifchief,  and  prompt  Inftruments  ol  Cruelty 
and  Oppreflion.  Wherever  they  abound,  the 
People  muft  be  put  to  a  further  Expence  of  main¬ 
taining  a  Handing  Army  to  overaw  them,  for 
the  flavilh  Principle  of  bafe  Fear  can  only  fecure 
their  Obedience,  They  may  be  forced  into  the 
Service  of  the  Army,  but  for  the  moft  are  as  bad 
Soldiers  as  Subjedts.  In  their  Lives  they  are  ir¬ 
regular,  in  their  Manners  diforderly  and  dilfolute, 
in  their  Tempers  mutinous,  ready  to  defert,  as 
they  have  no  Country  to  leave,  that  may  pro¬ 
perly  be  called  their  own  ;  before  the  Face  of  an 
Enemy  ready  to  turn  their  Backs,  as  they  have 
neither  Honour,  Liberty  or  Property  to  lofe  by 
a  difgraceful  Flight ;  oppreffive  and  infolent  Ma¬ 
ilers,  fubmiflive,  falfe,  faithlefs,  fawning  and 
proftitue  Servants  ;  and  when  the  War  is  over, 
they  are  unwilling  to  lay  down  their  Arms,  as 
knowing  no  other  Way  of  living.  No  State  can 
preferve  its  Liberty,  where  the  People  are  allowed 

A  4  to 


S  The  Jnterefi  of 

to  be  idle.  T.iofe  who  have  no  Property  muft 
live  by  bale  Dtpendance,  can  enjoy  no  Liberty 
thcmfeives,  nor  have  the  leafl:  Senfe  of  it  j  and 
neither  can  nor  will  defend  the  Liberties  of  others; 
fo  that  the  firft  and  chief  Care  of  every  Admini- 
ftration  is,  that  all  the  Subje&s  be  conflantly  inr 
ployed  in  profitable  Labour,  and  none  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  be  idle.  Men  mult  not  only  be  encouraged 
to  do  well,  but  muft.  alio  be  reftrained  by  good 
Laws  irom  doing  Ill. 

Persons  of  Fortune  and  Condition  are 
under  the  ftrongeft  Ties  to  be  diligent  and  indu- 
ftrious,  that  the  Senfe  and  Delire  of  Happinefs 
can  lay  upon  Mankind.  Should  thefe  milimploy 
their  Time  in  Luxury  and  Riot,  trifling  and  ex- 
penfive  Pleafures  and  Diverfions,  or  by  a  crimi¬ 
nal  Indolence,  intirely  truft  the  Management 
of  their  private  Affairs  to  others;  they  will  pay 
dear  for  fuch  Conduft ;  they  will  foon  be  expofed 
to  Duns  and  legal  Diligence,  and  (if  the  leafl: 
Senfe  of  Virtue  remains)  perpetually  haunted 
with  the  corroding  Refk&ion  of  having  put  it 
out  of  their  Power  to  do  Juflice  to  lawful  Credi¬ 
tors  ;  while  Buffoons  and  Sharpers,  the  Compa¬ 
nions  of  their  Pleafures,  and  griping  Uferers,  to 

whom  they  muft  have  Recourfe  to  fupport  their 

Extrava°ance,  wafte  and  devour  their  Subftance. 
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Such  a  hecdiefs  vicious  Courfe  oi  Life  continued, 
muff  bring  them  t mder  the  utmoft  Diftrefs,  and 
at  laft  the  Extortioner  will  leije  all  they  have, 
and  reduce  them  from  a  State  of  Affluence,  Eale, 
and  Credit,  to  the  miferable  Condition  of  Pover¬ 
ty  and  Contempt,  hated  and  defpifed  by  good 
Ivlen  and  de  etted  by  the  bad  and  vicious,  who 
have  contributed  to  their  Undoing. 

Whereas  the  Man  who  governs  his  Paflxons, 
moderates  his  Appetites,  and  manages  his  private 
Affairs  with  Difcretion,  enjoys  focial  Happinefs 
in  the  greateft  Perfection :  All  his  Demands  are 
regularly  fuppiied ,  he  is  furnilhed  with  every 
Thing  he  wants  at  the  eafieft  Rates,  carreft  by 
every  Dealer  for  his  Bufmefs,  efteemed  and  re¬ 
garded  by  his  Superiors  and  Equals,  beloved  by 
his  Interiors  and  applauded  by  all  Men.  He 
is  profitable  to  himfelf,  his  Family  and  Friends, 
an  ufeful  and  worthy  Member  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  and  with  Juftice  may  be  entrufted  with 
the  moll  important  Interefts  ot  his  Country,  as 
bein^  under  no  Temptation  to  betray  them. 

It  fares  juft  fo  with  the  Merchant,  Trader, 
Shopkeeper,  Tradefman,  or  other  Dealer,  whofe 
Bufincfs  requires  conftant  and  regular  Applicati¬ 
on.  Should  thele  indulge  themfelves  in  Riot  and 
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Slotb,  expenfive  Pleafures  and  Diverfions,  and 
negleft  their  private  Affairs ;  their  Credit  will 
foon  be  in  Danger,  and  muft  be  fupported  fo 
long  as  they  can,  by  Money  raifed  on  ufurious 
Concrafts,  or  unprofitable  Sales,  which  muft 
fdon  end  in  Bankruptcy,  fucceeded  by  Mifery  in 
every  Shape. 

i  .j  (_  u 

Idleness  and  Luxury  are  great  Temptations 
to  Roguery.  4s  Diligence  and  Honefty  gene¬ 
rally  go  Hand  in  Hand,  fo  is  Idlcnefs  for  the 
moft  Part  attended  with  Deceit  and  Diflionefty. 
He  who  cannot  fubmit  to  a  diligent  and  regular 
Application  to  Bufinefs,  will  nevertheiefs  imploy 
a  few  Hours  with  Pleafure,  in  laying  a  Plan  to 
defraud  his  Neighbour,  and  fupport  his  Extrava¬ 
gance  at  the  Expence  of  others.  He  who  fails 
thro’  his  own  Default,  is  often  a  fraudulent  Bank¬ 
rupt,  and  thefe  never  find  the  leaft  Mercy  from 
the  Hands  of  lawful  Creditors  juftly  provok’d  • 
and  like  a  hurtful  Dron  (amongft  the  induftrious 
Bees'  will  be  thrown  out  of  Society,  as  unworthy 
to  be  Members  of  it. 

Whereas  the  misfortunate  Trader  that  fails* 
who  from  his  Books  and  State  of  his  Affairs,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  careful  and  diligent,  fair  and 
honeft  in  his  Dealings,  and  has  fuffered  thro' 
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real  Misfortunes,  either  by  Lofs  at  Sea,  bad 
Debts,  Fall  of  Markets,  or  any  fuch  other  Caufc 
which  he  could  not  avoid,  will  be  treated  with 
Humanity,  pitied,  chcrifhed,  and  incouraged 
by  his  Creditors,  who  will  contribute  out  of 
their  own  Subftance,  to  enable  him  to  begin  the 
World  anew,  that  the  Publick  be  not  deprived 
of  an  ufeful  Member. 

The  working  Tradefmen  and  Artificer,  Day- 
Labourer,  and  all  thofe  whofe  daily  Subfillance 
depends  on  their  daily  Labour,  muft  work  or 
ftarve.  If  thefe  are  two  Days  idle,  they  mull 
want  Bread  the  third,  or  make  a  bad  Shift  to 
get  it.  And  here  the  Law,  the  watchful  Eye, 
the  rigorous  and  ftcady  Hand  of  the  civil  Ma- 
giflrate  is  much  wanted,  to  prevent  this  greateft 
Strength,  and  chief  Source  of  Wealth  in  every 
Nation,  from  being  a  Burden  upon  it. 

Robbery,  Theft  and  Begging,  are,  as  they  re¬ 
gard  Society,  equally  criminal ;  tho’,  for  want 
of  good  Police,  not  fo  in  the  Eye  of  Law. 
The  Thief  lays  his  Pian  by  fecret  Fraud  or  Vi  ¬ 
olence,  to  fpoil  his  Neighbour  of  his  Goods ;  and 
watches  a  proper  Opportunity  to  put  it  in  Ex¬ 
ecution,  either  by  attacking  him  on  the  High¬ 
way,  clandeftinely  and  furtively  invading  his 
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Houfe  in  the  Night  Time,  or,  as  Occafion  offers, 
to  fteal  away  his  Goods  in  Day-light.  His  ill- 
gotten  Purchafe  he  waffes  in  Riot  with  his 
Companions  in  Villany  j  and  in  Debauchery 
with  leud  and  wicked  Women:  And  when  he 
has  once  found  out  the  Way  to  gratity  his  vicious 
and  disorderly  Appetites,  without  the  Trouble 
of  painful  Labour  j  no  A-pprehenfion  of  Danger 
can  deter  him  Irom  profecuting  his  wicked  Cour- 
fes:  Every  fmaller  Punilhment  Serves  but  to 
harden  him  in  his  Iniquity,  until  the  Gallows, 
the  lait  and  only  Remedy  for  Theft,  overtakes 
him. 

The  begging  Vagabond  robs  us  in  another 
Way,  without  Rifque,  and  in  a  Manner  with¬ 
out  Controul;  he  Scarifies  a  Leg  or  an  Arm, 
and  by  a  gentle  Cauftick  or  Corrofive,  gives  it 
the  Appearance  of  an  incurable  Sore,  ties  it  up, 
and  counterfeits  Lamenefs,  or  frames  a  lament¬ 
able  Story  of  fome  uncommon  and  afflicting 
Diftemper,  or  of  great  Lofs  and  Misfortunes 
Suffered,  and  an  abfolute  Incapacity  to  work.  Be¬ 
ing  thus  freight  with  FaKhood,  and  perfectly  well 
skilled  in  the  Art  of  Lying,  he  tunes  his  Voice 
to  a  pitiful  Pitch,  plants  himfclf  on  fome  publick 
Street  or  Avenue,  and  raifes  Contribution  from 
almofl  every  Paffenger,  by  a  fmall  Pittance 

forc’d 
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forc’d  from  them  thro’  his  Importunity.  Like 
the  Thief,  he  fpends  the  Purchafe  of  the  Day  in 
Rior,  with  his  Doxy  and  Fellow-labourers  in 
his  unlawful  Imployment.  When  he  wearies  of 
one  Miftrefs,  he  turns  her  off  without  Ceremony, 
and  takes  up  with  the  firft  he  finds,  that’s  more 
agreeable  to  his  Humour  or  Fancy.  The  World, 
according  to  his  Principle,  is  bound  to  maintain 
him,  and  he  lives  in  it  at  large,  without  Labour, 
Trouble,  Thought  or  Care.  Thefe  common  Nu- 
fances,  and  Pefts  of  Society,  hold  for  the  mod 
Part  a  clofs  Correfpondence  with  the  Houfe- 
breakers ;  they  ferve  them  as  Spies,  to  inform 
them  where  the  mod  valuable  Goods  in  every 
Houfe  ly,  and  of  the  eafieft  Way  to  come  at 
them,  and  get  a  fmall  Share  of  the  Booty  for 
their  Pains.  ; 

1,  t  a  .  ■  *  i  ■'  f  *  v  1  '  * 

Thus  the  People,  who  in  every  Country  are 
its  greateft  Strength  and  Wealth,  when  profitab¬ 
ly  employ’d,  are,  when  idle,  its  greateft  Weak- 
nefs  and  Caufe  of  Poverty  :  But  were  thofe  two 
Vices  of  Theft  and  Begging,  fo  pernicious  to 
Society,  effectually  fuppreft,  every  one  that  is 
able  to  work,  muft  be  profitably  imployed  ;  and 
how  happy  and  flourifhing  muft  every  Nation 
be,  that  is  in  fuch  a  Cafe.  The  Few,  who  thro’ 
“Age,  Lamenefs,  or  any  bodily  Infirmity,  are 

utterly 


, 


iUi  M 


14  The  Inter  eft  of 

utterly  unable  to  work,  would  prove  an  eafy  Bur¬ 
den  to  the  working  many.  Every  one  who  is 
imploy’d  12  Hours  of  24,  at  the  moft  ungainful 
Labour,  earns  more  than  will  maintain  one  ;  and 
in  feme  Kinds  of  Bufinefs,  one  frugal  Perfon,  di¬ 
ligently  employ  d,  will  maintain  and  bring  up  a 
Family  by  his  Work.  The  perfonal  Happinefs 
of  Individuals,  depends  upon  a  diligent  Appli¬ 
cation  to  Bufinefs,  as  well  as  the  Happinefs  of  a 
Nation,  which  comprehends  the  whole.  This 
is  finely  exprcfl  by  the  Son  of  Sir  ah.  To  labour  di¬ 
ligently  (fays  he)  and  to  be  content ,  isa/weet 
Life  !  A  real  Ereafure  this !  and  in  every  cne^ 
Power  to  have,  but  pofiefl  by  Few;  becaufe 
thro’  Inadvertancy  we  run  the  Round  of  Vanity 
from  Day  to  Day,  in  the  Purfuit  of  Happinefs 
by  a  Variety  of  falfe  Means  that  fail  of  their 
End,  and  bring  forth  Disappointment,  a  reftlefs 
Anxiety,  Anguiih  of  Mind,  and  Vexation  of 
Spirit,  inftead  of  Satisfaftion.  Whereas  he,  who 
by  his  Bufinefs  can  live  free  of  any  fervilc  Depen- 
dance,  and  is  contented  with  his  Condition  in 
Lite,  cannot  fail  of  enjoying  of  Peace  and  Quiet 
of  Mind,  whatever  his  Station  be;  But  where 
Habits  of  Idlenefs  hare  been  contracted,  hard 
and  di/Ecuit  is  the  lask  to  remoye  them. 


Th  is 
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This  is  too  much  our  Calc  ,  Feifonsof  all 
Ranks  mifimploy  too  much  Time  on  txptnfive 
Pleafures,  or  fruitkfs  and  unprofitable  Bivtrii- 
ons.  The  Management  of  private  Affairs  is 
neglected,  and  thro*  hecdlefs  Inattention,  and 
want  of  OEconomy,  many  Ptrions  ot  cafy  For¬ 
tune  are  brought  into  Difficulties,  and  reduced 
to  low  Condition.  It  would  be  endlefs,  as  well 
as  needkfs,  to  give  Inftances  of  this  Sort ;  the 
Caufes  of  our  decaying  Condition  and  prefent  low 
State  of  our  Affairs  arc  to  every  impartial  Eye 
obvious ;  but  few  Men  can  willingly  blame 
themfelves ;  every  one  is  ready  to  impute  his 
Misfortunes  to  fomc  common  Calamity,  or 
national  Diftrefs  brought  on  them  by  tne  Male- 
adminift  ration,  or  Blunders  of  Men  in  Power;  or 
to  fomc  fuch  remote  Caufc  foreign  to  the  Truth. 
And  thus  amufing  themfelves,  and  fatisfying 
(as  they  imagine)  thofe  they  converfe  with,  of 
their  own  Innocence,  are  hoodwinkt  from  dis¬ 
cerning  the  real  Caufc  of  their  Diftrefs  ;  while  the 
crafty  and  arduous  Ufurer,  who  in  Praftice 
robs  them,  fooths  their  Pain  with  the  Hopes  of 
better  Times,  profeffes  great  Friendffiip,  and  talks 
of  plaufiblc  Means  of  Relief,  until  he  com- 
pleats  their  Ruin,  '  ’  "  : 

■jtH 
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.National  Grievances  and  publick  Dif i 
trefs,  occafioned  by  the  Mifgovernment  of  thofe 
intruded  with  the  Adminidration  of  publick 
Affairs,  can  only  be  cured  by  a  national  Re- 
prefentative  ;  That,  and  that  alone,  can  only 
prevent  the  Growth  ot  fuch  Evils,  and  cure 
them  when  they  become  palpable  and  notori' 
ous,  by  publick  Examples  of  Severity  ;  but  the 
private  Whifper,  Murmur  and  Complaint,  or 
■open  Railing  of  one  or  many  Individuals,  tho’ 
it  may  promote  Sedition,  and  advance  the  Ends 
of  Faftion,  yet  can  it  anfwer  no  good  Purpofe, 
xvcn  where  there  may  be  jud  Caufe  of  Complaint: 
-But  in  Reality,  at  leaft  in  every  free  State, 
:where  the  Way  and  Method  of  regular  Com¬ 
plaint  (as  with  us)  is  afcertained  by  the  Confu¬ 
tation,  national  Weaknefs,  Poverty  and  Didrcfs, 

4 

arc  oftner  owing  to  private  Mifmanagement  and 
Indifcretion,  to  the  private  Vices,  Indolence 
and  Luxury  of  Individuals ;  than  to  the  Abufe  of 
Power,  or  the  ambitious  Defigns  of  Men  in 
Power  to  grafp  at  more,  or  to  extend  Power  in 
Poffeflion.  The  bed  Patriotifm,  in  private  Life, 
is  to  be  diligent  and  regular  in  our  Application 
to  Bufinefs,  and  frugal  in  the  Management  of  * 
our  private  Affairs :  And  fo  far  every  one  a&s  the 
,  Part  of  a  Patriot,  as  he  promotes  and  advances 

his 
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fiis  own  Intereft  and  Profperity,  he  thereby  con¬ 
tributes  towards  the  A  dvancement  of  the  Intereft 
of  the  Publick,  which  confxfts  of,  and  compre¬ 
hends  the  whole. 

I  i  the  Senfe  and  Apprehenfion  of  fure  coming 
Mifery  and  Want  prevail  not  on  Perfons  of 
Fortune  to  be  frugal  and  induftrious  ;  >  no  Law 
confiftent  with  the  Nature  of  Property  can  oblige 
them  to  be  fo ;  but  thofe  whofe  daily  Bread  de¬ 
pends  on  daily  Labour,  may  be,  and  (  in  every 
rightly  conftituted  and  well  governed  State)  are 
forc’d  to  Work.  This  lower  Oafs  ( if  idle)  lave 
by  Theft,  Begging,  or  fervile  Dependance ;  of 
this  laft  Sort,  we  have  now  few  or  no  Inftan- 
ces$  unlefs  we  reckon  unncceffary  Servants  in  this 
Number ; 0  and  Theft  and  Begging  might  ho 
doubt  be  effedually  fuppreft  by  good  Laws  and 
Rules  of  Police  rigoroufly  executed.  Here  in¬ 
deed  the  impartial  Hand,  the  careful  and  conftant 
Application  of  the  civil  Magiftrate  of  every  De¬ 
gree  is  required,  as  well  as  the  watchful  Eye  of 
the  Legiflature  itfelf  to  correft,  alter  or  amend 
fuch  Laws  as  from  Experience  are  found  to  be 
lm perfect,  and  anfwer  not  the  End  defigned  by 

them. 
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W  e  have  many  good  Laws  againft  Theft, 
but  our  Method  now  pra&ifed  in  punifhing 
Thieves,  neither  cures  the  Evil,  nor  reforms  the 
Delinquent.  When  one  is  tried  and  convifted  of 
any  Theft  not  capital,  he  is  punifhea  according  to 
the  Nature  and  Degree  of  the  Offence,  or  Cir- 
cumftance  of  the  Offender,  by  publick  fcourg- 
ing,  burning  in  the  Face  or  Hand,  by  croping 
his  Ears,  expofing  on  the  Pillory,  or  by  Banifh- 
ment  from  the  Jurifdi&ion  where  the  Crime  was 
tried.  This  lafl  Way  (faid  a  Gentleman  merrily) 
was  a  inoft  unfair  Practice,  no  better  than  if  we 
fhould  banifh  the  Plague  (were  it  in  our  Power 
fo  to  do)  from  amongft  ourfelves  to  infeft  our 
Neighbours.  Thefe  publick  Punifhments  put 
Thieves  under  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of  following 
their  vitious  Courfes  fo  long  as  they  live  ;  they 
are  thrown  out  of  all  honeft  Society,  and  altho* 
they  inclined  to  reform  their  Manners,  they  can¬ 
not  be  entertained  where  they  are  known,  and 
muft  fhift  from  Place  to  Place,  corrupting,  de¬ 
bauching  and  inftru&ing  idle  and  ill  difpofed 
young  Perfons  to  affift  them  in  the  Profecution 
of  their  unlawful  Trade,  which  they  diffeminate 
in  every  Corner,  and  after  much  Mifchief  done 
in  many  Places,  the  Flagrancy  and  Notoriety  of 
their  Crimes  brings  them  at  laft  to  a  fhameful  and 
violent  Death,  and  puts  an  End  to  their  bad 

Pra&ices, 


.  \v  • 


o  •  * 


Scotland  confide  red \  &c.  19 

Practices,  with  their  Lives;  'while  the  pernicious 
Trade  is  carrying  on  by  other  Hands  of  their 
Breeding,  who  have  the  fame  miferabie  Rounds 
to  run,  to  the  great  Hurt  and  Lofs  of  honeft 
People,  and  to  their  own  certain  Ruin  at  laft. 
The  Truth  of  this  is  confirmed  by  the  concurring 
Confeffions  of  the  Thieves  of  every  Kind,  at  all 
Times  and  Places  ;  when  they  regrete  their  for¬ 
mer  wicked  and  wretched  Way  of  Life,  they 
blame  their  firft  publick  Punifhment  that  hard- 
ned  them  in  it,  and  cemented  them  to  the  Gang, 
from  which  they  could  never  after  depart,  until 

they  were  pulled  from  it  by  the  relentlefs  Hand 
of  Juilice, 

'  '  '  i  v-  .t  -  .1,  ..  .  . 

I  t  is  therefore  raoft  humbly  fubmitted  to  the 
Conlideration  of  the  Judges  of  every  Degree^  if 
fome  fuch  Method  as  this  does  not  promife  more 
Succefs  in  fuppreffing  this  pernicious  Crime  that 
tends  fo  much  to  undermine  Society,  as  itftrikes 
at  the  very  Root  of  Property. — - 

•*  '  •  1  ■  C  ‘  y 

W  hen  any  Perfon,  Male  or  Female,  k  con- 
vifted  of  Theft,  they  fhould  be  committed  to  a 
Work-houfe,  and  puniflied  in  Proportion  totheif 
Offence,  by  being  put  to  hard  Labour,  and  fed 
on  Bread  and  Water  for  a  Time  certain.  There- 
after^  if  they  are  young  and  bred  to  no  Bufincfs, 
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the  Men  fhould  b#  carefully  inftructed  in  the 
Art  of  weaving  plain  Linnen,  and  the  W  omen 
taught  to  fpin,  and  kept  conftantly  at  Work  for 
a  Courfe  of  Years,  until  they  have  acquired  fuffi- 
cient  Skill  and  Dexterity  in  working,  and  arc 
perfect  Matters  of  their  Trade,  and  from  their 
Affiduity  and  Behaviour  are  fuppofed  to  have  got 
the  better  of  their  former  bad  Habits  of  Vide, 
Idlenels  and  ill  Company,  and  then  enlarged, 
fumilhed  with  a  Certificate  from  the  Matter  of 
the  Work-houfe,  bearing  that  he  or  fhe,  the 
Bearer,  is  a  fufficient  Tradefman,  or  good  Spinner 
of  fuch  a  Staple  or  Girft  of  Cloath,  or  Yarn,  &c* 
and  fhould  alfo  be  recommended  by  one  or  more 
Juftices  of  the  Peace,  or  Magiftrates,  if  within 
Burgh,  to  be  imployed  as  fuch  by  any  Perfort 
who  has  Occafion  for  fuch  Work. 

That  thefe  Sentences  fhould  be  entred  upon 
Record,  or  carefully  kept  by  the  Clerk  of  Court 
where  the  Offences  are  tried,  and  an  authentick 
Copy  of  them  delivered  in  with  the  Perfon  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Overfeer  of  the  Work-houfe  to  be 
carefully  preferved  by  him,  and  entred  in  a  Book 
to  be  kept  for  that  Purpofe.  If  any  of  thefe  Per- 
fons  fhall  after  theirEnlargement  again  follow  their 
ormer  bad  Pra&iccs,  and  be  committed  for  Theft, 
fthey  fhould  then  be  tried  capitally  as  Perfons  of 
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a  depraved  and  vitious  Difpofition,  not  to  be  re¬ 
claimed  ;  and  their  former  Sentences  of  Convi&i- 
on,  and  Means  tried  to  recover  them,  fuftained  as 
Evidence  againft  them.  If  fome  Method  of  this 
Kind  may  not  be  observed,  agreeable  to  the 
Laws  for  punilhing  Theft,  now  in  Being,  it  is 
humbly  fubmitted  to  thofe  intrufted  with  the 
Police  of  the  Country,  if  it  deferves  not  the 
Confideration  of  the  Legiflature.  Old  Offen¬ 
ders  are  from  Experience  found  to  be  incurable, 
and,  as  fuch,  ought  to  be  tried  in  the  fame  Way 
for  their  Lives. 

The  next  Thing  to  be  confidered  is,  to  fup- 
prefs  the  pernicious  Vice  of  Begging,  which  in 
reality  does  more  Harm,  and  diminiihes  the 
Common-wealth  of  the  Country,  vaftly  more 
than  Thieving,  tho’  not  fo  fenfibly  felt.  It  will 
be  the  more  difficult  to  reftrain  this  vile  Praftice, 
that  the  Country  have  been  fo  long  in  Ufe  to 
give  Alms,  and  fo  many  able  bodied  and  healthy 
Perfons  have  been  indulged  in  this  bafe  Way  of 
Life,  which,  thro’  Inattention,  is  too  favourably 
thought  of.  We  find  from  the  Experience  of  the 
Charity  Work-houfe  in  this  City  of  Edinburgh, 
that  thofe  grown  old  in  the  Trade,  are  abfolute- 
ly  incurable;  they  neither  will  nor  can  work, 
and  chufe  rather  to  ly  a-Bed,  and  be  fed  on 
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Bread  and  Water,  than  to  attempt  to  work  and 
be  kept  at  a  good  Diet  ;  fuch  is  their  obftinate 
Perfeverance  in  Vice  and  Sloth.  Thefe  muft  be 
fubfifled  fome  how,  till  they  die  out :  But  the 
Source  of  begging  certainly  may  be  ftopt,  and 
the  prefent  Age  may  yet  reap  the  Fruits  of  fo 
good  a  Work,  were  it  but  once  fet  a  going. 

People  become  Beggars  chiefly  from  thefe  two 
Caufes  ;  They  are  the  Children  ot  Beggars,  defti- 
tute  Orphans,  or  the  Children  of  indigent  Pa¬ 
tents,  who  are  turn’d  out  in  their  Infancy  to 
fhift  for  themfelves  in  this  bafe  Way  of  Life ; 
wherein  they  contraft  fuch  early  Habits  of  Dif- 
honefty,  Sloth,  and  Idlenefs  the  Mother  of  every 
Vice >  that  it  they  are  allowed  to  go  on  in  it,  till 
they  arrive  at  Maturity,  they  can  never  after¬ 
wards  be  made  fit  for  any  ufeful  Purpofe  in  Life. 
The  other  Caufe  of  Begging  is,  that  labouring 
People  and  Servants,  who,  on  Account  of  any 
lingering  Bifeafe,  or  other  bodily  Diftrefs,  are 
unable  to  work,  and  have  no  Friend  to  take 
Care  of  them,  muft  ftarve,  or  beg  Subfiftance, 
while  they  continue  in  this  Condition.  If  thefe 
once  conquer  the  Shame  of  Begging,  which  bears 
hard  upon  every  hondt  and  virtuous  Mmd,  they 
rarely  ever  thereafter  apply  themfelves  to  Labour* 

even 
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even  when  they,  have  recovered  their  Health  and  . 
Strength. 

To  prevent  young  Ones  from  becoming  Eeg- 
gars,  there  Teems  to  be  but  one  Way ;  to  have  a 
Charity  Work-houfe  or  Hofpitai  for  Orphans, 
at  leaft  one  in  every  County,  where  all  deftitute 
Children,  and  the  Children  of  indigent  Parents, 
■who  are  unable  to  entertain  and  educate  them* 
may  be  taken  in  at  4  or  5  Years  of  Age,  and 
there  taught  to  read,  and  be  put  to  eafy  La¬ 
bour  at  firft,  fuch  as  picking  of  Wool  or  Cotton, 
Staling  of  Qckam,  or  winding  of  Pirns,  and  the 
Girls  early  taught  to  fpin.  That  Farmers, 
Xradefinen,  or  any  other  Perfon,  who  wants 
Servants  or  Apprentices  may  have  their  Choice 
of  thofe  Children,  when  they  arrive  at  a  proper 
Age;  the  Girls  to  be  entertained  by  thofe  who 
want  them,  with  Bed,  Board,  and  Cloathing 
for  a  certain  Number  of  Years,  without  other 
Wages,  and  thereafter  for  a  certain  Number  of 
Years,  at  fuch  a  Rate  as  fhall  be  agreed  on  be¬ 
twixt  them  and  the  Overfeers  of  the  Hofpitai, 
agreeable  to  Rules  to  be  laid  down  for  that  Pur- 
pofe.  For  the  Encouragement  of  Farmers  and 
Tradefmen  to  breed  thefe  Boys  to  be  Ploughmen 
and  Country  Labourers,  or  working  Artificers, 
they  may  be  allowed  a  Trial  ot  them  for  one 
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Xeftr,  at  the  Expiration  whereof,  they  may  rj. 
turn  to  the  Hofpital,  or  enter  into  Contract  of 
Indentures  with  the  Overfeers,  to  inftrudt  and 
breed  them  to  their  Bufinefs,  and  they  bound 
to  ferve  them  without  other  Wages  than 
Bed,  Board  and  Cloathing,  for  fuch  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  Years  as  ihall  be  agreed  on,  all  to  be 
eftabiifhed  by  the  Rules  for  the  Government  of 
the  Work-houfe.  All  the  Boys  that  remain  in  it 
at  1 1  or  1 2  Years  of  Age  Ihould  then  be  put  on 
a  Loom,  and  taught  to  weave  plain  Linnen,  and 
be  there  kept  conftantly  at  Work  till  they  are 
25  or  2 6  Years  of  Age,  and  the  Girls  kept  con¬ 
ftantly  employed  in  fpinning,  untill  they  are 
taken  out  for  Servants. 

'  -The  earlier  one  is  put  to  any  Handycraft 
Employment,  he  acquires  the  greater  Dexterity 
and  Slight  in  working,  and  performs  his  Labour 
with  the  greater  Expedition  and  Eafe  to  himfelf ; 
and  if  he  is  kept  conftantly  at  Work  untill  he 
be  25  Years  of  Age  complete,  he  will  then  be 
paft  all  Hazard  of  acquiring  any  Habits  of  Idle- 
nefs  or  Vice,  and  can  labour  afliduoufly  fo  long 
as  he  lives  with  Satisfaction,  whereby  he  will  be 
enabled  to  live  comfortably  without  being  a  Bur- 

'  v  •  -  *  •  %  »  » 

den  or  troublefome  to  any, 
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When  thefe  young  Tradefmen  arrive  at  this 
A^e,  and  are  perfectly  well  skilled  ip  their  Bull- 
pefs,  they  fhould  be  difmiffed,  if  they  pleafe, 
and  furnilhed  from  the  Hofpital  with  a  Suit  of 
new  Cloaths,  and  a  new  Loom  compleatly  mount¬ 
ed,  with  all  its  proper  Appurtenances,  to  work 
where,  and  to  whom  they  pleafe,  for  their  own 
Profit.  The  Women  in  like  Manner  may  be 
difmiffed  at  the  fame  Age,  decently  cloathed, 
and  furnilhed  with  a  good  Wheel  at  the  Hofpir 
tal’-s  Expence. 

In  this  Work-houfe,  or  near  to  it,  there  ought 
to  be  an  Appartment,  called  the  Houfe  of  Cor- 
re&ion,  where  Thieves,  or  Perfons  committed  for 
Crimes,  are  kept  at  hard  and  conftant  Labour. 
Thefe  ought  never  to  be  allowed  to  go  abroad, 
and  Ihould  be  carefully  keept  from  having  the 
leaft  Communication  with  the  young  People  in 
the  Hofpital.  The  next,  and  apparently  the 
greateft  Difficulty  is,  to  provide  a  Fund  for  de¬ 
fraying  the  Charges  of  fitting  up  thefe  Hofpitals 
and  Houfes  of  Correction,  and  for  fupporting 
their  annual  Expence.  A  It  ho5  the  Provifions 
and  Money  that  is  now  fquandered  away  in 
Alms  to  idle  Vagabonds,  might  be  more 
than  Efficient  to  anfwer  this  valuable  Purpofc,' 

yet 
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yet  it  is  impracticable  to  have  it  fo  applied.  It  is 

therefore  raoft  humbly  propofed  to  the  fuftices 
in  each  County, 

That  they  fhould  divide  themfeives  into 
fmall  Committees  for  the  InfpeCtion  of  the  State 
of  the  Poors  Funds,  Numbers  and  Circumftan- 
ecs  of  the  Poor  of  each  Parifh ;  and  when  thefe 
Committees  make  their  .Reports  to  the  Quarter 
Seffions,  or  to  a  general  Meeting  of  the  Juftices, 
to  be  appointed  for  that  Purpofe  ;  this  Meeting 
may  then  appoint  and  allocate  fuch  a  Proporti¬ 
on  of  the  Poors  Money  of  each  Pariih,  as  the 
State  of  their  Funds  and  Circumftances  of  their 
Poor, may  feverally  admit  of,to  be  paid  in  to  the 
Collector  of  the  Cefs  of  the  Shire,  or  his  Deputy, 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  Orphans  Hofpital  and  Houfe 
of  Correction.  They  may  like  wife  appoint  a 
Collection  to  be  made  at  every  Church-door 
within  the  Shire,  twice  or  oftner  in  the  Year,  for 
this  Purpofe,  to  which  Perfons  of  Condition 
would,  no  doubt,  contribute  largely  for  a  Work 
fo  very  good,  and  really  charitable. 

Th  ere  are  in  every  Town,  Houfesto  be  pur- 
chaft  or  hired  at  eafy  and  reafonable  Rates,  and 
thefe  may  be  fitted  up  at  a  fmall  Expence  to 
anfwer  the  Ends  propofed.  When  Eftimates  of 

thefe 
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thcfe  Repairs,  and  of  a  certain  Quantity, of 
Materials  for  Work,  of  Looms,  Wheels,  and 
other  Tools  and  Inltruments,  and  neceflary 
and  proper  Furniture,  and  Provifions  for  one 
Year,  for  a  fuppofed  Number  of  Perfons,  are  laid 
before  the  juftices ;  it  will  then  appear,  if  the  two 
Funds  propofed  are  fuiTicient  to  anfwer  all  the 
Expence.  If  they  are  not,  the  Deficiency  may 
be  made  good  by  a  voluntary  Alfeflment 
of  fo  much  laid  on  each  100  l.  valued  Rent, 
whereof  the  Tenants  ought  to  pay  a  certain  Pro¬ 
portion,  as  they  will  be  then  freed  of  all  other 
Expence  to  the  Poor,  and  relieved  in  a  great 
Meafure  from  the  Oppreffion  of  Thieves  and 
forning  Vagabonds. 

Weie  this  Purpofe  once  refolved  upon,  the 
Funds  might  be  colk&ed  for  one  Year,  and  lent 

out  on  fome  Corporation-Security,  at  a  low  In- 
tereft,  to  be  repayed  in  fmall  Moities  from  Time 
to  Time,  as  they  fhall  be  demanded,  and  when 
the  fecond  Year’s  Fund  falls  due  to  be  collected, 
the  Work  may  be  begun  and  carried  on  by  De¬ 
grees.  I  cannot  pretend  to  lay  down  Rules  for 
the  Government  of  fuch  Houfes-.  Experience 
alone  can  bring  that  to  Perfection :  But  if  a  fuf- 
ficient  Weaver,  honeft  and  careful,  is  appointed 
Mafter  of  Work,  and  Governor  of  both  Houfes 
under  the  Infpedtion  of  a  certain  Number  of  the 

In- 
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Inhabitants,  of  beft  Refpedt  and  Condition  in 
the  Town,  where  the  Hofpital,  £ $c.  is,  thefc 
may  prepare  Rules  of  OEconomy  and  Manage¬ 
ment,  and  lay  them  before  the  Juftices  of  the 
Peace,  which  being  by  them  approven,  may  be 
entered  in  the  Regulation  Book,  to  be  obferved 
as  Laws  for  Government  of  the  Houfe,  until! 
they  (hall  be  altered  by  the  fame  Authority,  and 
other  Rules  fubilituted  in  their  Room,  which  on 

Experience  may  be  found  to  be  more  conve¬ 
nient. 

All  that  will  be  wanting  in  the  Beginning  is 
a  Set  of  Books  for  keeping  the  Accounts,  not  on¬ 
ly  of  the  Receipts  and  Payments  of  Money,  but 
alfo  of  the  Entries  of  the  Children,  their  Progrefs 
in  Work,  and  Difcharges  from  the  Hofpital* 
an  Account  of  the  Purchase  and  Confumption 
of  Provifions,  Materials  tor  Work  Looms,  and 

other  Tools,  and  Sales  of  the  Goods  manufadur- 

*  ’  * 

ed,  &c.  Thefe  Books  may  be  framed  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  by  feveral  Pcrfons  perfedly  well  skilled  in 
that  Matter,  who  will  be  mod  ready  to  give 
their  Afliflance,  without  any  Fee  or  Reward. 
That  all  Provifions  fliould  be  bought,  lodged  in 
the  proper  Repofitory,  and  entred  in  the  Book, 
at  the  Sight  of  at  lead  three  of  the  Overfeers, 
The  Materials  for  Work  in  like  Manner  pur- 

chad, 
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chaft,  lodged  in  the  Ware-houfcs*  and  entired  in 
the  Book ;  and  the  Lootns  and  other  Tools  alfo 
bought,  lodged,  and  entred  in  the  Inventary 
Book  at  their  Sight.  That  one  or  more  of  the 
Overfeers  fliould  vifit  the  Houfe,  twice  or  oftner 
in  the  Week,  and  report  their  Gbfervations  on 
the  Mailer’s  Conduct,  or  Method  of  Manage¬ 
ment  in  the  Houfe,  and  of  carrying  on  the  Work 
to  the  Reft.  That  the  Accounts  fhould  be  au¬ 
dited  by  three  or  more  of  the  Overfeers,  once 
every  Quarter,  or  oftner,  who  by  comparing  the 
Provilions  on  Hand,  with  the  Quantities  pur- 
ehaft,  and  thofe  confumed,  agreeable  to  a  Bill  of 
Fare  for  each  Perfon  in  the  Houfe  to  be  fettled, 
and  comparing  the  Materials  for  Work  either 
working  up,  or  in  Goods  finilhed  in  the  Ware- 
houfe,  or  fold,  and  the  Tools  employed,  and  thele 
in  the  Ware-houfe,  with  the  Inventary-Books, 
and  Book  of  Sales ;  all  Imbezlements  or  Mif- 
applications  may  be  eftedtually  prevented. 

The  Expence  of  thefe  Work-houfes  will,  no 
doubt,  prove  a  Burden  fenfibly  felt  by  the  Coun¬ 
try  for  a  few  Years ;  but  were  it  poffible  to  make 
an  Eftimate  of  the  irregular  Expencc  we  are  now 
at,  in  giving  of  Alms  and  Penfions  for  the  Main¬ 
tenance  of  Orphans,  this  might  probably  over- 
ballance  the  other;  but  when  we  confider  the 
great  Advantage  that  muft  arife  to  the  Country, 
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in  Confequcnce  of  thefe  Work-houfes,  and  that 
in  a  ftort  Time,  under  good  Management,  they 
■will  be  able  to  bear  their  own  Charge,  every 
Perfon  of  the  leafl:  Reflection,  will,  no  doubt, 
lend  a  helping  Hand  to  have  fo  valuable  a  Pro- 
jed  put  in  Execution. 


I  t  may  be  fuppofed,  for  Example,  that  the 
Children  taken  in  at  4  Years  old,  will  be  a  Bur¬ 
den  on  the  Houfe  untill  they  are  8,  from  8  to  14 
the  Profits  of  their  Work  will  be  equal  to  the 
Expence  of  their  Entertainment,  from  14  to  16 
their  Labour  will  exceed  the  Expence  of  theif 
Entertainment,  more  than  what  they  coft  the 
firfl  4  Years  j  and  the  Cloaths  and  Loom,  Z3c. 
they  are  to  get  out  with  them,  and  the  Expence 
of  Management,  i.  e.  the  Entertainment  and 
Sallary  of  the  Matter  of  Work  ;  for  the  Over¬ 
fight  ought  to  be  gratis.  So  it  may  be  reafo- 
nably  fuppofed,  the  Counties  will  be  freed  of  all 
Expence  in  10  Years ;  and  in  20  Years  the  Coun¬ 
try  will  be  ftockt  with  goodTradefmen, better  than 
any  we  have  at  prefent,  for  if  they  are  well  fed,  as 
they  ought  to  be, they  will  work  with  as  much  Vi¬ 
gour-  and  Cheerfulnefs  as  the  Euglijh ,  and  if  they 
are  kept  conflantly  at  Work  untill  they  are  2 6 
Years  of  Age, they  may  equal  the  Hollander  in  A  f- 
fiduity.  Thefe  Houfes  will  prove  an  excellentNur- 

fery, 
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fery,  and  a  conftant  Supply  of  good  Weavers, 
ana  will  in  fome  Meaiute  ferve  to  ftock  the  Coun¬ 
try  with  good  Looms.  The  Publick  will  be  re¬ 
lieved  of  the  Burden  of  a  great  Number  of  Per- 
fons,  who  on  this  Event  can  live  comfortably  by 
their  own  Labour,  free  of  any  Dependance.  Our 
Numbers  of  People  will  be  likewife  encreafed, 
by  the  entertaining  at  profitable  Work  many 
Perfons,  who  for  Want  of  Bufinefs  now  go  abroad 
to  feek  their  Bread  elfewhere  ;  and  out  National 
Wealth,  with  Regard  to  the  Ballance  of  Trade 
with  other  Countries,  will  be  thereby  fo  much 
encreafed,  as  the  Goods  manufactured  by  them 
exceed  in  Value  the  Materials  of  which  they  are 
made.  “ 
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In  the  remote  and  thinly  inhabited  Highlands 
and  JJlands ,  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
Chriftian  Knowledge  have  already  done  great 
Good,  in  reclaiming  the  poorer  Sort  from  Pagan 
Darknefs,  and  the  more  dangerous  ftiperftitiotfs 
Rites  and  eqclefiaflical  and  foreign  Bondage  of 
the  Church  c  {Rome;  but  if  the  Managers  of  that 

Fund  would,  in  Concert  with  the  Gentlemen  of 

■  -  *  ?  # 

thole  Countries,  introduce  fome  Kind  of  Work  a- 

mongft  them,  and  teach  the-  People  to  labour, 

■ 

they  would  foon  become  practical  Chriftiansas 
well  as  ptofeft  Proteftants,  when  they  are  taught 

how 
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how  to  ptovidc  Things  hoheft,  and  to  labour 
with  their  own  Hands,  without  purloining  or 
being  a  Burden  to  any.  One  good  Spinner  and 
a  fufficient  Weaver  at  each  df  thofe  Schools,  with 
a  few  fpare  Looms,  might  be  of  great  Ufe.  One 
Hour  of  the  Day  they  might  be  taught  to  read, 
and  the  Reft  of  their  Time  imployed  in  learning 
to  work.  No  Writing  or  Cyphering  ought  to  be 
taught  there }  we  are  already  overitockt  with  this 
Kind,  while  we  want  Hands  for  our  hard  and 
neceflary  Labour,  and  carrying  on  Manufacture, 
upon  which  chiefly  the  Wealth  and  Power  of  e- 
very  Nation  depends. 

I  f  this  greateft  Source  of  Beggars  was  ftopt 
by  entertaining  at  the  publick  Charge  all  the 
Children  of  indigent  Parents,  and  teaching  them 
to  work  for  themfelves  and  for  the  Publick,  in 
fome  fuch  Way  as  is  here  propofed,  the  other 
might  be  eafily  prevented,  namely,  that  of  Ser¬ 
vants  and  labouring  People,  who  thro’  any  bo¬ 
dily  Diftrefs  that  difables  them  to  work,  and 
who  have  neither  Subftance  nor  Friend  to  take 
Care  of  them,  are  by  Neceffity  conftrained  to 
beg,  as  before  obferved. 

The  Infirmary  lately  erefted  in  this  City  upon 
voluntary  Contribution,  has  already  done  much 

Good 
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Good  of  this  Kind.  Many  Perfons  in  the  utmoft 
bodily  Diftrefs  and  Want,  are  daily  brought 
into  it,  and  there  entertained  at  Bed  and  proper 
Diet,  and  well  attended,  and  ferved  with  every 
Thing  proper  for  their  Cafe,  until  they  are  entire¬ 
ly  recovered,  if  curable.  Then  they  return  to  their 
former  Way  of  Life  with  vigorous  and  healthy  Bo¬ 
dies,  thankful  and  cheerful  Hearts.  The  PhyficianS 
and  Surgeons  of  the  City  attend  them  by  Turns 
moft  punctually;  and,  to  their  Honour  be  ic 
fpokciij  without  other  Fee  or  Reward,  than  this 
great  one,  the  grateful  Senfe  of  doing  fo  much 
Good.  Were  the  Funds  of  this  Infirmary  fo 
much  encreafed,  as  to  enable  the  Managers  to 
enlarge  the  Houfe,  and  be  fufficient  for  the 
Entertainment  of  every  proper  Object  that  de¬ 
mands  the  Benefit  of  it,  it  would  in  a  great 
Meafure  ferve  the  whole  Country,  and  prevent 
all  Begging  from  this  Caufe. 


ft  1 


As  we  cannot  in  the  Begging-way  diftinguifh 
the  real  from  the  pretended  Objects  of  Charity  ; 
Alms  are  often  given  as  a  Reward  for  pafl  Extra¬ 
vagance,  or  an  Encouragement  to  prevent  Sloth 
and  Idlenefs;  but  what  is  given  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  an  Infirmary,  is,  beyond  all  Quell  ion, 
ile  to  every  other  Charity  whatever. 

C  This 


|V V  ‘  | 

fl1  4  hiijj'  li 


a 


iT  i 


34  The  lute  reft  of 

"Ihis  as  it  regards  the  Donor,  is  really  to  feed 
the  Hungry,  to  clothe  the  Naked,  to  vifit  the 
Sick,  to  bind  up  the  Wounds  and  Sores,  and 
cure  the  Difeafes  of  the  AfRid:ed  ;  and  to  en¬ 
tertain  thofe  comfortably  who  have  not  whereon 
to  lay  their  Head.  But  as  this  Charity  regards 
the  Publick,  it  is  a  profitable  Commerce ;  and 
therefore  every  Community,  every  Corporation, 
v/ho  have  publick  Stocks,  ought  to  contribute 
towards  it.  All  thefe  are  in  ufe  to  fupporc  their 
poor  and  decayed  Members,  and  every  L.  io 
thus  employed  may  poffibly  fave  them  L.  ioo. 
How'  many  Perfons,  for  Want  of  fuch  Aid,  have 
become  .burdens  on  the  Publick  fo  long  as  they 
lived,  who,  by  this  Relief,  are  enabled  to  work 
for  themfelves  and  the  Publick  ;  fo  that  a  few 
Weeks  good  Entertainment  is  all  the  Expence 
we  are  at,  indead  of  a  Supply  for  Numbers  of 
Years. 

The  Charity  next  in  Rank  of  Preference  to 
this  is,  that  of  the  Entertainment  of  deftitutc 
Children,  and  indructing  them  in  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  profitable  Labour  already  fpoke  of ; 
thefe  two  do  obvioufly  profit  the  Soul,  as  well 
as  the  Body,  as  they  are  fo  great  an  Encourage¬ 
ment  to  Virtue  and  Honedy,  and  a  Redrafot 
upon  Vice  ;  and  next  to  thefe  two  is  the  lad 

and 
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and  only  other  Kind  of  Charity,  •viz.  to  fup- 
port  in  Alms-houfes,  or  by  Penfions  in  their 
own  Houfes,  the  old  or  infirm  indigent  Perfons, 
who  are  pail  their  Labour.  Thefe  have  a  juft 
Title  to  Charity,  and  every  one  is  bound  in 
Gratitude  to  contribute  towards  the  Subfiftence 
of  them  in  their  Turn  ;  who,  while  they  were 
able,  did  contribute  towards  the  Support  of 

others  in  Proportion  to  their  Ability. 

«• 

Were  all  our  Hands  that  arc  able  to  work 
thus  conftantly  employed,  the  few  Aged  and  In¬ 
firm  would  prove  an  eafy  and  an  infenfible  Bur¬ 
den  :  But  great  Care  ought  to  be  taken,  that 
every  Perfon  fhoulti  not  only  he  employed  in  pro- 
fitaole  Labour,  but  fiiould  alfo  be  ruily  taught 
and  inftrudted  to  perform  his  Work  with  the 
utmoft  Skill,  Slight  and  Dexterity.  We  know 
but  little  of  the  practical  Ufe  and  Application 
of  Machinry  ufed  by  other  Nations  in  many 
Branches  of  Bufintfs,  as  an  ingenious  ivf  echanicfc 
on  his  Return  from  Holland  obferved,  that  the 
Hollanders  wrought  more  (as  he  expreft  it) 
with  theit  Heaos,  than  with  two  Pair  of 
Hands.  Good  and  proper  Tools  well  and 
rightly  adapted,  and  a  perfect  Knowledge  in  the 
Ufe  of  them,  contribute  greatly  in  the  Difpatch 
ef  the  Work,  and  towards  the  perfecting  and 

C  z  finifh- 
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fin i filing  to  the  greateft  Advantage  for  the 
Market,  every  manufactured  Commodity.  I 
lhall  therefore,  in  Order,  obferve  our  Defects  as 
they  have  occurred  to  me,  and  fubmit  to  Per- 
fons  more  skilful  in  the  feveral  Branches  of 
Bufinefs  to  be  fpoke  of,  the  Methods  I  flialf 
only  fuggeft,  for  our  Improvement  j  to  be  amend¬ 
ed  and  rendered  more  perfeft  and  complete  by 
jjetter  Hands. 

The  firft  and  chief  Care  of  every  Country 
ought  to  be  the  Improvement  of  their  Grounds ; 
the  more  and  the  better  thefe  are  cultivated, 
the  more  they  will  yield  ;  and  where  Provifions 
are  in  the  greateft  Plenty,  there  Manufacture  is, 
or  may  be  carried  on  to  the  greateft  Advantage, 
for  all  Wages  mu  ft  be  proportioned  to  the  Price 
of  the  Neceflaries  of  Life.  We  are  certainly 

far  behind  in  the  Knowledge,  at  leaft  in  the 
Pra&ice  of  Agriculture ,•  we  plow  too  much, 

Oot  confidering  that  the  Expence  of  Tillage, 
(when  our  Grounds  are  poor  and  run  out,)  is 
very  near  as  great,  as  when  they  are  rich  and  in 
full  Heart.  One  Acre  of  Ground  well  manured 
and  rightly  drefled  will  yield  more  than  two  in 
our  prefent  Way  of  Management  :  When  we 
break  up  one  Field  for  Tillage,  if  we  left  out 
smother  foi*  Hay  or  Pafture  in  good  Condition, 
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the  unfrugal  Pradice  of  Outfield  and  Infield 
would  be  at  an  End,  every  Part  of  a  Farm 
would  in  its  Turn  produce  equally  plentiful 
Crops  of  Grain  or  Grafs  ;  but  this  cannot  be 
done,  folong  as  our  Grounds  are  open.  Ail 
the  Beafts  of  the  Country  ftray  thro’  the  whole 
Grounds  for  five  Months  of  the  Year,  as  if 
.every  one  pofleft  them  in  common  without  Di- 
ftindion  of  Property  ;  by  this  Way  we  are  de¬ 
prived  of  the  Benefit  of  Winter-haining ;  and 
even  in  the  Summer  we  rauft  be  at  the  Expence 

«  X 

of  Herding,  to  fave  our  Grafs  from  being  de- 
ftroyed  by  our  Neighbours  Beafts,  and  out! 
Corn-fields  from  our  own. 

I  cannot  pretend  here,  to  lay  down  Rules  for 
the  Improvement  of  Lands,  there  is  already 
enough,  and  poffibly  too  much  written  on  that 
Subjed.  Experience  is  the  beft  Matter  in  pradi* 
cal  Husbandry  ;  and  every  diligent  Farmer  of 
common  Undetftanding  will,  from  his  own  Ob- 
fervation,  foon  find  out  what  Kind  of  Culture 
agrees  beft  with  his  Grounds,  whether  Grain 
or  Pafture,  and  which  Kinds  of  thefe  yield  the 
greateft  Profit.  This  may  in  fome  Meafure  dc-' 
pend  on  his  Vicinity  to  good  Markets  for  the 


Sale  of  his  Produd,  or  to  the  Sea-coaft  for  the 
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Farmers  are  kept  low,  by  a  precarious  Pof- 

feffion  upon  fliorc  Lfcafes,  no  Improvement  can 
be  expected  at  their  Hands. 

'  -  ,  . .  „  •  i  »  \  f  *  r 

.While  our  old  Ariftocracy  fubfifled,  all 
our  Lands  were  held  by  Ward- tenures  /  the 
Power  of  the  Country  was  poflfeft  by  the  great 
Families,  and  the  Property  by  their  Vaflals, 
who  ferv-ed  them  in  the  War  ;  the  Husbandry 
was  managed  by  a  Kind  of  Servants,  who  de¬ 
livered  fo  much  Grain,  Butter,  Cheefe,  Wooll, 
and  a  certain  Number  of  Bullocks,  Sheep,  and 
Poultry,  in  Proportion  to  the  Ground  poflefl:  by 
them,  and  the  Stocking  put  on  it  by  their 
Mailers  •  and  thefe  were  Tenants  at  Will. 

The  Cafe  is  now  altered,  and  yet  we  have 
reap’d  fmall  Benefit  by  the  Alteration.  The 
Tenants  pofi'efs  indeed  their  Farms  upon  Leafes, 
and  the  Stocking  of  the  Ground  is  their  own; 
but  Ihould  they  attempt  any  confiderable  Im- 
prov  menr,  their  Leales  would  be  out  before 
they  can  be  fully  repaid  of  their  Expence  and 
Labour  ;  therefore  they  trade  on  in  the  old 
beaten  Path,  without  ever  forming  any  Proie<a 
of  enriching  themfelvrs  by  their  Induftry  while 
they  juftly  imagine  their  Mailers  are  to  reap 

more 
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more  Benefit  by  their  Labour  than  them- 
felves. 

In  good  Years  the  Tenants  can  deliver  their 
Farms,  and  have  a  reafonable  Profit  to  them- 
felves  ;  but  in  bad  Seafcns  they  cannot  pay  their 
Rents  without  incroaching  on  their  Stocking, 
and  are  thereby  difabled  from  carrying  on  their 
Bufinefs  to  Purpofe.  In  this  Event  the  Land¬ 
lord  muft  lofe,  or  his  Tenant  mail:  be  undone, 
and  both  thefe  fall  out  but  too  often.  How 
precarious  is  the  Bufinefs  of  a  Farmer  in  our  pre- 
fent  Way  ?  And  how  unferviceable  muPc  our 
Yeomanry  be  to  their  Country  ?  Unable  to  afford 
any  Relief  to  the  landed  Intereft,  as  they  five 
in  a  low  Way,  and  confume  few  or  none  of  the 
Commodities  that  are  fubjeCt  to  the  Payment  of 
Duties  ;  they  can  give  fmall  Affiftance  to  the 
Trade  or  Manufacture  of  the  Country  ;  For 
tho’  the  eldeft  Son,  by  inheriting  his  Father's 
Stocking,  may  profecute  the  fame  Trade,  yet 
the  younger  Children,  a.ltho’  bred  up  with  Ar¬ 
tificers,  mult  neverthelefs,  for  Want  of  Stocks, 
work  as  Servants  to  others,  at  home  or  abroad! 

T  h  e  Landlords  aie  likewife  out  to  a  great 
Inccnveniency  by  the  prefen t  Way  of  their  Pay¬ 
ments  ;  their  Farms  are  delivered  at  one  Term, 

C  4  and 
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ana  they  have  them  to  fell  for  Money  payable 
at  another  lerm,  fix  or  nine  Months  diftant, 
and  mu fc  alfo  run  the  Risk  of  Lofs  by  the  Failure' 
of  Brewers,  Bakers,  Corn-factors,  and  Ex¬ 
porters  of  Grain  ;  which  might  be  avoided,  if, 
at  an  adequate  Converfion,  their  Rents  were 
paid  in  Money,  and  a  fmall  Proportion  only 
paid  in  Kind.  Their  Hypotheck  fecures  them 
abfolutely  againft  Lofs  by  the  ienant;  and  were 
the  farmers  fnitably  encouraged,  their  Rent$ 
would  be  always  pundually  paid, 

W  h  e  n  our  Produd  gives  a  Price,  and  the 
Rents  are  well  paid,  many  Landlords  are  ready 
to  eftimate  their  Revenue  by  that  Year’s  Pro¬ 
duce,  and  live  at  a  proportional  Expence  :  But 
when  there  is  no  Demand  lor  Grain,  they  like- 
wife  fall  behind  in  their  private  Affairs;  they 
hurt  thofe  they  deal  with,  are  a  heavy  Clog  upon 
Trade,  and  by  their  bad  and  backward  Pay¬ 
ments  are  a  great  Hindrance  to  Bufinefs  ;  fo 
that  the  Situation  of  the  unfrugal  Landlord  is 
fully  as  precarious  as  that  of  the  difeouraged 
Farmer  ;  the  one  by  his  Situation  cannot  in  the 
leaft  contribute  towards  the  Advancement  of 
Trade,  and  the  other  by  his  Mifmanagement  is 
a  real  Hindrance  to  it, 

_  *  The 
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The  Landlord  mull  reap  the  Benefit  of  the 
Improvement  of  his  Grounds,  and  Gentlemen 
of  fsnall  Fortunes,  or  thofe  who  take  Plcafure  in 
Farming,  will  find  their  Account  in  improving 
fo  much  of  their  Land  as  may  be  done  under 
their  own  Overfight  and  Infpedion  :  But  Gentle¬ 
men  of  large  Proper  ties 'cannot  poffibly  improve 
their  Lands  themfelves  to  Advantage.  The 
Returns  of  the  Expence  of  fuch  an  Undertaking 
are  too  diftant  and  precarious  to  be  attempted 
by  any  Man  of  Difcretion  :  No  Man  will  labour 
for  another  as  he  does  for  himfelf  $  the  Work 
wrought  under  the  Mailer’s  Eye  always  fuc- 
ceeds  the  beft  ;  and  indeed  no  Commonwealth 
can  flourifh,  but  where  every  Individual  finds 
his  Account  in  his  own  Bufinefs,  and  by  promot¬ 
ing  his  own  Intereft,  he  fo  far  advances  that  of 
the  Publick.  If  the  Day-labourer  follow  Di¬ 
rections,  he  does  his  Duty  ;  it  is  none  of  his 
Bufinefs,  whether  his  Labour  is  to  profit  the 
Employer  or  no ;  the  hired  Servant  reaps  no 
Gain  by  his  own  Induftry,  nor  fuffers  any  Lofs 
by  his  Negligence,  other  than  a  Rebuke  from 
hisMafter,  and  perhaps  a  bad  Confcience,  which 
from  Experience  we  find  to  be  too  feeble  a  Tic 
to  bind  Men  to  their  Duty  ;  but  the  diligent 
Farmer  is  always  over  the  Head  of  his  Affair?, 

he 
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If  then  oar  Country  cannot  be  improven  by 
the  Proprietors  without.  Lofs,  nor  by  the  Te¬ 
nants  without  a  proper  Encouragement :  That 
Method,  by  which  the  Lands  of  England  were 
^proven,  feems  to  be  the  beft,  and  indeed  the 
only  W  ay  to  improve  ours  ;  the  rather,  that 
from  an  Experiment  feme  Years  ago  made,  we 
are  now  certain,  of  its  Succefs*,-  that  is,  that 
all  .he  Farms  of  the  low  Countries  may  be  le- 

out  to  the  Tenants  at  the  prefent  Rents,  upon 

Lcafes  for  three  Lives  j  upon  the  Fall  of  the  fir  ft 
.any  of  the  Farmer’s  Sons,  or  other  Relation  to 
whom  he  (hall  bequeath  his  whole  Stocking  on 
the  Ground,  and  whom  by  a  Writing  under 
his  Hand  he  flail  appoint,  may  fucceed  him 
as  t  e  fecond,  and  he  to  be  fucceeded  by  a  third 
■m  the  fame  Way.  That  the  Farmer’ (hall  be 

obliged 


Thecid  Mate  of  Co;kburn  of  Ormifioun  in  Eall. 
Lothan  fet  to  the  Tenants  for  three  Lives,  is  now  Si 
incloled,  and  mold  of  the  Fences  fufficient  •  and  tfv 
Farmers  are  become  wealthy,  far  beyond  the  commo. 
Condition  of  Perfans  of  their  Rank, 
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obliged  to  inclofe  within  the  Hilt  three  or  five 
Years,  fo  much  of  the  Farm  as  fhall  be  agreed 
on,  and  fo  much  more  of  it  the  fecond,  and  fo 
on,  until  the  Improvements  of  the  whole  Ground5 
to  be  in, proven  by  inclofing  are  finilhed.  The 
Farmer  may  be  fafely  left  at  Liberty  to  drefs  the 
Grounds  as  he  has  a  Mind  ;  he  is  now  fure  of 
reaping  the  Fruits  of  his  own  Labour,  and  will 
cultivate  his  Grounds  in  the  beft  Manner  he 
knows,  and  the  more  Profit  he  draws  during  his 
Pofleffion,  the  greater  Benefit  arifes  to  the 
Mafter  at  the  Iftue  of  the  Leafe.  The  Farmer 
will  foon  find  the  Sweets  of  Labour,  and  will 
carry  on  his  Improvements  with  the  utmoft  Ex¬ 
pedition  ;  for  the  fooner  thefe  are  finifhed,  the 
more  Benefit  accrues  to  his  Family. 

,  •  '  ■ f  '  •  ■ ■  •  i  *  -  •.  <y  j 

*  -  •'  -  ♦  > 

W i  a  l  t  h  and  every  temporal  Bleffing  is  the 
Fruit  of  Induftry,  and  Induftry  is  the  Effect  of 
Encouragement,  that  is ,  Liberty,  and  an  abfo- 
lute  Security  of  Property  to  ics  Acquirer;  here 
the  Landlord  and  Tenant  are  both  enriched,  by 
the  Inouftry  ot  the  one  thus  encouraged  by  the 
other ;  for  the  Mafter,  even  during  the  Currency 
ot  the  Leafe,  has  his  former  Rent  fure  and  well 
paid,  without  the  ieaft  Risk  or  Trouble,  inftead 
of  a  Rent  bad  and  precarious,  and  when  it  de¬ 
termines,  his  Eftate  returns  to  his  Family  impro- 

VCilj 
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ven,  perhaps,  double  in  its  Value.  The  Farmer 
in  the  mean  Time  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed 
to  be  well  paid  for  his  Labour  he  mull  know 
per  fed  ly  what  his  Farm  is  then  worth,  and  is 
well  able  to  pay  an  advanced  Rent. 

*;l:  f 

The  Landlord  may  then  difpofe  of  his  Farm 
$ts  he  pleafes ;  but  this  Method  of  letting  of 
Grounds  by  Leafts  upon  Lives,  even  when  they 
are  fully  improven,  is  from  Experience  lound  to 
be  the  bell  both  for  Mailer  and  Tenant.  The 
Rent  is  fomewhat  under  the  yearly  Value,  in  Con¬ 
sideration  of  a  Fine  or  Graflum  paid  at  the  En¬ 
try  ;  and  if  the  Leafe  is  for  more  Lives  than  one, 
si  Fine  in  Proportion  to  the  yearly  Rent  is  pay¬ 
able  on  the  Fall  of  each  Life.  By  this  the  Far¬ 
mer  is  enabled  to  Hand  the  Shock  of  bad  Years, 
to  pay  his  Farm  pundually  on  all  Events,  and 
jo  make  fuch  Provifions  for  his  Family,  that  they 
mav  never  become  a  Burden  upon  the  Pub- 

T*-  L  w .  ^  i ,  i.  .  * 

lick. 

n  „  - 

T  h  e  Landlord,  on  the  other  Hand,  is  fure  of 
having  his  Land  always  well  cultivated,  and  in 
good  Condition ;  for  when  a  Leafe  for  a  Term 
of  Years  draws  towards  the  lifue,  the  Tenant 
will,  by  faving  the  Expence  of  Manure,  and 
taking  what  they  call  two  or  three  fcourging 

Crops, 
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Crops,  deftroy  the  Ground  .hat  he  may  have  a 
new  Leafe  upon  the  eafier  Terms,  or  render  the 
Farm  of  lefs  Value  to  any  other  who  lhall  fuc- 
ceed  him.  But  as  no  Man  knows  the  Day  o! 
his  Death,  theLeafee  for  Life  is  always  managing 
his  Farm  to  the  bed  Advantage,  as  he  expe&fc 
to  reap  the  Benefit  both  of  his  Labour  anu  Lx— 
pence.  The  Landlord  further  knows  his  yearly 
Income  to  a  Shilling,  and  to  a  Day  when  he  is 
to  receive  it ;  and  if  he  then  fall  behind  in  his 
private  Affairs,  he  is  greatly  to  blame.  The 
Fines  that  come  to  him  on  the  Fall  of  Lives 
and  Renewal  of  Leafes  happen  at  Periods  fo 
rery  uncertain,  that  they  can  never  be  reckoned 
as  any  Part  of  his  Expencc  ;  thefe  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  fo  muchlncreafe  of  his  Fortune, and 
difpofed  of  in  Provisions  to  younger  Children,  or 
any  fuch  valuable  Purpofe.  So  that  a  Country 
Gentleman,  fond  of  preferving  a  Family,  may 
live  up  to  his  Eftate,  provide  for  younger  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  tranfmit  it  neverthelefs  to  his  elded 
Son  undim inifhed,  and  without  Burden. 

The  Advantages  arifing  to  the  Publick  from 
an  Improvement  of  the  Country  of  this  R.ind3: 
are  great,  and  more  in  Number  than  can  well  be 
reckoned,  or  juftly  forefeen.  The  landed  Gentle¬ 
men  have  their  Eftates  greatly  incrcafed  by  thst 

las 
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Induftry  of  their  Tenants,  incouraged  without 
any  prefent  Lofs  or  Diminution  of  Rent;  as 
they  have  more  Wealth,  they  are  better  able  to 
give  large  Fortunes  to  younger  Children  to  enable 
them  to  profecute  Trade  and  Merchandize  to  a 
greater  Extent,  and  thereby  give  Bread  to  many. 
The  Farmers,,  on  the  other  Hand,  who  are  now 
of  the  lowed  Clafs  of  the  People,  will  foon  be¬ 
come  wealthy,  and  a  Mean  of  adding  greatly 
to  the  Wealth,  Numbers  and  Power  of  the 
Country,  they  will  be  capable  to  educate  their 
younger  Children  to  be  A  rtificers  and  Manu¬ 
facturers,  and  able  to  give  them  Stocks  to  follow 
their  Bufinefs  as  Mailers,  while  the  Children  of 
labouring  Men,  Servants,  working  Artificers,  and 
Parifh  Children,  being  bred  to  Handvcraft  Im* 

*  Payments,  will  ferve  them  and  others  in  the 
Drudgery  and  hard  Labour-  The  Farmers  will 
likewife  live  better,  and  they  and  the  Tradef- 
men,  as  their  Properties  increafe,  will  by  their 
Confumption  of  Commodities  that  pay  Duties 
prove  a  great  Relief  to  the  Gentlemen  of  fixt 
Properties,  /.  e .  the  landed  Intereft,  which  mu  ft 
bear  every  publick  Burden,  where  no  other  Sub¬ 
ject  appears  to  lay  it  upon.  Here  one  cannot  but 
take  Notice  ©four  Farmers  unfrugal  Way  of  liv¬ 
ing  fo  much  upon  Grain,  which,  perhaps,  as  they 
Rre  nowr  fituated,  they  cannot  lo  conveniently  al- 
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ter :  But  were  their  Grounds  once  inclofed,  if  they 
lived  more  upon  Flefh  and  Roots,  Greens  and 
Garden  Stuff,  they  would  live  more  comfortab¬ 
ly,  and,  in  the  Opinion  of  many,  much  cheaper. 
If  in  the  fame  Way  they  fed  their  Servants  better, 
they  would  work  with  fo  much  more  Vigour, 
that  five  at  the  fame  Wage  may  be  fuppofed  at 
leaft  to  work  as  much  as  fix ;  their  working 
Cattle  fhould  alfo  be  better  fed  and  of  a  larger 
Size,  and  a  fmaller  Number  would  do  their  Bu- 
finefs;  they  fhould  be  well  litter’d,  and  always  ly 
dry,  which  makes  the  Beads  ftrong  and  healthy  ; 
and  this  tends  alfo  to  increafe  the  Quantity 
of  their  Manure,  by  throwing  fo  much  more 
Litter  on  the  Dunghill.  But  thefe,  and  many" 
other  Articles  of  Management,  of  much  greater 
Importance,  will  occur  to  every  judicious  Far¬ 
mer,  from  his  own  Obfervation,  in  the  Courfe  of 
his  Bufinefs.  One  old  Practice  in  the  WTay  of 
managing  H. dates  proves  a  great  Lofs  to  the 

Landlord,  and  wants  much  to  be  reformed  and 
that  is,  5  ; 

*  '  •  *  * 

In  old  Lordfbips  and  great  Baronies,  mod 
of  the  Farmers  live  in  what  is  called  the  Barony- 
lown,  the  arable  Land  or  Grounds  for  Tillage 
are  divided  by  Run-rig  equally  amongd  them, 
snd  the  outlying  Grounds  are  poffed  by  them  all 

iq 
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in  common  for  Pafture  and  carting  of  Feal  Ca  mol? 
pernicious  Practice  this.)  When  this  Difpofiti- 
on  of  Eftates  was  made,  the  Manner  of  the 
Times  made  it  neceflary,  the  Crown  wanted 
either  Power  or  Inclination  to  keep  the  publick 
Peace,  and  to  preferve  the  Perfons  and  Properties 
of  the  Subjects  from  the  Violence  and  Outrage 
of  one  another  ;  an  Injury  done  to  one  Family 
was  repaired  by  the  Return  of  a  like  A£t  of 
Violence  upon  the  Aggrcffor;  thus  two  Families 
once  at  Variance,  continued  in  Feud  and  Enmi* 
ty,  and  a  State  of  War.  The  Lord  of  the  Barony 
lived  in  a  Caftle,  or  Tower  of  War,  and  unlefs 
he  was  fufprifed  abroad  in  the  Day  Time,  his 
Perfon  was  fafe,  and  might  fleep  found ;  but  their 
Lands  were  liable  to  the  conftant  Plunder  and 
Depredations  of  one  another.  When  an  In¬ 
road  happened,  every  one  upon  the  Ground  was 
bound  by  his  Intereft  as  well  as  Duty  to  turn 
out  with  his  Arms  to  refeue  the  Prey  ;  for  as 
their  Corns  and  Cattle  were  all  (by  this  Difpo- 
fition)  mixt,  every  one  probably  had  a  Share  in  fc 
But  thefe  unhappy  Days  are  now  long  fince  part, 
the  Peace  of  the  Country  and  the  Properties  of  its 
Inhabitants  are  fecured  by  Law,  whicli  from  Ex¬ 
perience  we  have  long  ago  found  to  be  a  furticienc 
Fence  for  them.  If  one  is  in  any  Refpeft  injured 
his  Neighbour,  the  Law  will  repair  him,  he 
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may  now  lay  him  down  in  Safety  and  abfolutc 
Security,  without  other  Cattle  or  Watch  than 
theLaWs  of  his  Country.  And  the  Properties,  even 
of  the  meaneft  Subjed,are  fecured  from  Violence, 

without  the  Force  ol  Arms,  cither  of  himfelf  or 

/  » 

his  Neighbours ;  the  Effect  fllould  therefore  ceafe 
with  the  Caufe. 

y  # »’  j  •*  .  1  a  %  x  r  )  ’  *  *  <*»' '  -  j  »  — ■ 
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These  Baronies  may  be  now  much  impro- 
ven  by  dividing  them  into  fo  many  Farms,  each 
ot  a  proper  Extent,  and  the  Houfes  built  as  near 
in  theMiddle  of  theGrounds,as  the  lying  of  them3 
and  the  Conveniency  of  Water  will  admit  of, 
that  the  remoteft  Fields  all  round  may  be  equally 
near  the  Houfing,  for  the  Conveniency  of  carry¬ 
ing  out  Dung,  and  bringing  home  the  Product. 
The  Houfes  in  the  Barony-town,  with  eight  or 
ten  Acres  of  Ground  to  each,  ought  to  be  let 
out  in  Feu  or  Fee-farm  for  ever,  toManufafturers 
orTradtfmen  for  Country-work  *;  thefe  Grounds 
will  be  fufficient  for  the  Maintenance  of  a  Horfe 

•  '  ft  v 

to  carry  their  Commodities  to  Market,  for  a  Cow 
or  two  to  ferve  them  with  Milk  and  Butter,  and 
>  D  for 


*  The  Barony-town  of  Ormiftctm ,  with  about  four¬ 
score  Acres  of  Ground  that  ly  round  it, 

' H  *  '  !  •  •  » 

is  leued  out  in  this  Manner, 
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for  breeding  of  tame  Fowl ;  and,  by  having  one 
Plough  among!!  Six,  they  may  plow  as  much  as 
will  ferve  them  in  Winter-fodder,  and  Barley  for 
Malt- drink. 

These  Manufacturers,  when  their  Bufinefs 
happens  to  increafe,  might  difpole  of  their  Feus, 
and  fettle  in  the  great  Towns,  where  their  Trade 
might  be  carried  on  to  better  Account,  were  they 
not  retrained  by  a  moft  foolilh  Conceit  of  Privi¬ 
lege  (entirely  mifunderltoodj  of  a  Monopoly  in  the 
Companies  of  Tradefmen,  called  Incorporations, 
■which  thefe  many  Ages  has  ferved  no  other  Pur- 
pofe  than  to  render  thefe  Tradefmen  themfelves 
idle,  poor,  and  miferable,  and  to  keep  the  Towns 
to  which  they  belong,  from  increafing  either  in 
, Wealth  or  Inhabitants. 

Every  Burgh,  every  City,  every  State,  at  leaft 
every  free  State  that  is  governed  byLaws,and  has 
its  Police  regulated  by  right  Reafon,  and  the  juft 
and  true  Rules  and  Maxims  of  its  political  Intc- 
reft,  will  take  all  imaginable  Care  to  encourage 
Strangers  to  fettle  among!!  them,  efpecially 
Traders,  Artificers  and  Tradefmen,  who  are  the 
chief  Wealth  and  Strength  of  every  Country. 
All  Guilds,  Exemptions,  feclufive  Privileges,  and 
Monopolies  in  any  particular  Trade,  Bufinefs 

or 
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or  Profeflion,  and  every  other  Ear  that  proves  a 
Hindrance,  or  the  lead  Difcouragement  to  fuch 
to  live  amongft  them  is  no  fooner  difeovered, 
than  by  publick  Authority  it  is  removed.  The 
Vvifeft  Statesmen *  *,  who  have  tounded  their  Plans 
of  Government  upon  Experience,  are  of  Opinion, 
that  Rvfidence  alone,  and  Subjection  to  the  Laws, 
Cuftoms,  and  common  Burdens  with  the  other 
Subjeds,  is  all  that  ought  to  be  required  of  any 
Foreigner  to  enticle  him  to  all  the  Privileges  of  a 
free  Denifon.  The  Induftrious  will  always  go 
where  Induftry  is  rnoft  encouraged,  and  where 
he  may  Carry  on  his  Bufinefs  with  the  greateft 
Freedom,  without  any  Reft raint  or  Incumbrance ; 
but  where  a  heavy  Sum  muff  be  paid  in  the 
Threfliold  for  Freedom  to  work,  and  the  Liber¬ 
ty  of  being  a  profitable  Member  to  the  Com¬ 
munity,  there  Induftry  cannot  enter,  nor  Wealth 
refide. 

This  well  deferves  the  Confideration  of  the 
Royal  Boroughs,  who  grone  under  a  heavy  Bur¬ 
den  of  paying  a  fixth  Parc  of  all  the  Land-tax 
for  the  feclufive  Privilege  of  Trade,  and  yet  by 
the  indifereet  Exercife  of  thefe  Monopolies  and 
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feclufive  Privileges  of  their  Tradefmen,  Trading 
is  forc’d  from  amongd  them.  How  many  Towns, 
once  wealthy  and  flourifhing,  are  by  this  become 
mere  Deferts,  as  if  they  groned  under  the  Op- 
preflion  of  Tyranny,  like  thofe  ancient  ruinous 
Cities  under  the  Dominion  of  the  Turk  and  See 

t  * 

of  Kme  l  So  that  this  heavy  Burden  lies  now 
upon  a  few,  and  thefe  not  well  able  to  bear  it. 
They  know,  from  Experience,  the  unfree  Trade, 
«is  it  is,  and  ever  will  be  managed,  can  yield 
them  but  fmali  Relief ;  but  if  the  Trade  and  the 
Freedom  of  handicraft  Imployments  was  laid  o- 
pen,  as  the  African  Trade  was,  the  Royal  Bo¬ 
roughs  would  reap  as  great  Benefit  by  the  one, 
as  the  Nation  in  general  gains  by  the  other. 
Many  of  thofe  unfree  Traders,  who  are  now 
difperd  thro*  the  Country,  would  come  and  re- 
fide  in  Burghs,  where  they  could  carry  on  their 
Bufinefs  to  greater  Advantage ;  the  bed  Traded 
men,  the  mod  ingenious  Artificers,  Mechanicks, 
and  Manufacturers  would,  in  like  Manner,  fettle 
-  in  the  great  Towns  ;  and  the  fmali  Burghs  of 
Barony  and  Regality,  where  -  they  now  live, 
would,  in  this  Event,  become  Nurferies  for  Per- 
fons  of  narrow  Fortunes,  and  thofe  who  begin  to 
trade,  to  dock  the  Royal  Boroughs  with  wealthy 
Inhabitants,  their  Proportion  of  the  Land-tax 
would  then  prove  an  eafy  Burden  to  them ;  when, 

*  as. 
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as  we  are  of  one  Country,  under  the  Dominion 
of  one  Prince,  and  governed  by  the  fame  Laws, 
every  Perfon  fhould  be  intitled  to  the  fame  Privi¬ 
leges,  Freedoms  and  Immunities,  upon  this  foie 
Condition,  Refidence,  and  Subjection  to  the 
Rules,  Cuftoms,  Services,  and  Duties  of  the 
Burgh  in  common  with  the  other  Inhabitants.— 

How  unlike  is  it  to  Freedom  and  Liberty, 
that  a  Trader  in  a  Royal  Burgh  cannot  im-> 
ploy  a  Tradefman  in  the  Country,  who,  by  his 
fuperior  Induftry  andDiligence,  can  work  cheaper ; 
and  that  the  Country  Manufacturer  cannot  bring 
in  his  Goods  for  Sale,  but  on  a  certain  Day, 
and  at  a  certain  Hour,  as  if  Commodities  for 
Exportation  ought  to  be  fubjeCted  to  the  fame 
Rules  of  Sale  with  Market-provifions  ?  How 
much  is  the  Trade  within  Burghs,  difcouraged 
by  this  Praftice  ?  And  who  are  the  Gainers  by 
this  great  Lofs  to  the  Country  ?  Not  even  the 
Tradefman  who  is  the  Caufc  of  it ;  he  can  hin¬ 
der  others  to  thrive,  but  cloes  not  thereby  thrive 
himfelf;  the  Merchant  will  not  buy  his  Goods 
for  all  his  Privilege,  unlefs  he  can  fell  as  cheap  as 
lie  that  has  none.  He  has  indeed  the  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  taking  Advantage  of  Peoples  Neceflities, 
and  is  in  Ufe  (to  the  Shame  of  the  Rulers  of  all 
Royalties  be  it  fpoken)of  taxing  his  Neighbours,- 

D  3  by 


54  The  Ifttmfl  of 

by  tiiakirt|[  them  pay  three  or  four  Cents .  for  a 
dead  Coffin  more  than  it  is  worth,  or  more,  ac¬ 
cording  ro  the  Gircuhiftances  and  Quality  of  the 
Perfon  >  arid  lb  on  every  other  fuch  Occafion, 
where  one  can  be  ferved  no  other  Way  ;  and  arc 
they  eh  riched  by  thefe  great  Profits?  On  the 
contrary,  as  this  Practice  encourages  Idlentfs, 
they  are  wretchedly  poor  and  miferable  ;  and  yet, 
for  the  fake  of  this  mighty  Privilege,  is  the  Trade 
of  the  Country  difeouraged,  and  its  Manufactures 
kept  low,  as  they  are  thereby,  in  fome  Meafure, 
banilhed  from  Royal  Burghs  where  they  might 
be  carried  on  to  the  greateft  Advantage. 

The  Sticklers  for  thefe  Privileges  fay,  That 
befides  thofe  who  en  joy  them  by  Right  of  Inhe¬ 
ritance,  others  may  acquire  them  by  Service ; 
but  then,  befides  (even  Years  Service,  they  muff 
alfo  pay  an  Apprentice-fee  (  at  lead  to  fome 
Tracks)  which  might  be  a  fufficient  Stock  for 
them  to  carry  on  Bufinefs.  Neither  is  this  well 
underftood,  when  Boys  are  pur  to  Apprenticelhips, 
their  Capacities,  particular  Genius  and  Inclina¬ 
tions  are  not  fufficiently  confidered  ;  and  hence 
it  is  that  fome  Perfons,  after  they  have  ferved 
their  Time  to  one  Trade,  do  afterwards  take  up 
with,  and  pradtife  another,  and  to  good  Pur- 

pofe  too ;  but,  no  doubt,  much  to  his  Lofs,  as 

the 
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the  Painters  fay.  He  that  taught  himfelf  had  a 
Fool  to  his  Maftcr,  alcho’  that  Profeffion  requires 
more  natural  Genius  and  Inclination  than  any 
other.  In  this  Cafe  a  Man  lofes  not  only  his 
Time  and  his  Money,  but  alfo,  as  our  Monopo¬ 
lies  are  exercifed,  the  Privilege  he  has  ferved  and 
paid  fo  dear  for.  He  has  a  Right  to  fet  up  and 
follow  the  Trade  he  ferved  to,  which  from  Expe¬ 
rience  he  finds  himfelf  unfit  for,  and  diflikes  ;  but 
can  fet  up  no  other  at  which  he  might  fuecced. 
For  Example,  a  Freeman  Silver-fmith  cannot 
take  up  the  Trade  of  a  Pewterer,  Brafier  or  Cop- 
per-fmith.  Since  our  Eyes  are  fo  much  blinded 
by  the  opac  Shadow  of  an  imaginary  Privi¬ 
lege,  that  we  cannot  fee  our  real  Intereft,  it 
were  to  be  wi fil’d  we  would  at  leafl  follow  the 
wife  and  beneficial  Example  of  the  Cicy  of  Lon¬ 
don,  to  which,  in  a  great  Meafure,  it  ows  its 
prefent  Wealth  and  Numbers,  notwichftanding 
the  great  Increafe  of  Buildings  in  the  Liberties 
of  IVeflminfter. 

The  Companies  of  London,  with  us  called 
Corporations,  had  Grants  of  Monopolies,  f Be. 
from  the  Common  Council,  as  ours  had  from  our 
Town-councils,  and  both  for  the  fame  Caufc,  to 
encourage  Art  and  Induftry.  Thcfe  were  granted 
when  Trade  was  in  its  Infancy,  and  little  un- 
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dcrftood  ;  but,  as  Bufmefs  increafed,  Experience 
foon  difcovered,  that  an  indifcreet  Exercife  of 
them  would  produce  an  Effect  directly  contrary 
to  what  was  intended ;  Idleneis  and  Ignorance 

“  p,aCe  of  Art  a,ld  Indufiry.  The  Common 
Council,  to  prevent  the  hurtful  Confequcnces  of 
thelc  feclufive  Privileges,  in  fo  far  as  they  affefted 
the  real  Intereft  of  the  City,  by  difcouraging  of 
foreign  Artificers,  or  other  skilful  and  induftri- 
ous  Tradefmen  from  letting  up,  and  following 
their  Bufinefs  in  it,  laid  them  open  by  an  Aft  of 
Communication.  By  this  Aft  no  Right  or  Pri¬ 
vilege  was  taken  from  them,  they  had  the  fame 
Right  to  vote  in  every  Election  as  before,  and  to 
.  be  chofen  to  any  Office  of  'Truft  or  Profit  within 
the  City  only  a  Perfon,  who  had  the  Freedom 
of  any  one  Company,  was  at  Liberty  to  follow 
the  Bufinefs  and  Profeffion  of  any  other  he  pleaf- 
ed.  For  an  Inftance,  if  fuch  an  Aft  was  pad 
in  every  Royal  Burgh  in  Scotland ,  fuppole  an 
ingenious  and  skilful  Joyner  applies  to  that  Cor¬ 
poration  for  his  Freedom,  and  they  refufe  toad- 
mit  him,  uniefs  he  pay  them  an  extravagant 
Sum  of  Money,  or  perhaps  refufe  him  on  any 
Terms,  which  has  often  been  the  Cafe  ;  he  then 
applies  to  the  Corporation  of  Bonnet-makers,  or 


any  other  Corporati'oq  decayed  and  worn  out, 
fuch  as  the  Bowers,  Fletchers,  and  feveral  others  in 
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London  arenas  co their Bufinefs,  but  areas  nume¬ 
rous  of  Members  as  any  ocher.  There,  it  may  rea- 
fonably  be  fuppofed,  he  may  purchafehis  Freedom 
for  a  Trifle,  for  chat  Trifle  is  fo  mucn  gained  to 
them  ;  and  then  he  fets  up,  and  follows  his  Bu- 
finefs  as  a  Joyner  ;  but  he  has  only  Right  to  vote 
with  the  Bonnet-makers.  The  Publick  canfuffer 
little  by  his  Admiffion  without  a  Sey ;  if  he  docs 
not  work  well  and  cheap  he'll  find  no  Bufinefs  2 
But  the  Truth  is,  many  are  admitted  Freemen 
by  the  Corporations,  who  ar,e  moft  infufficient; 
and  hence  it  is,  we  have  fo  many  bad  Tradef- 
men,  and  better  Workmen  in  many  Places  of 
the  Country  than  arc  to  be  found  in  fome  Bo¬ 
roughs. 

By  fuch  an  Ad  Bufinefs  would  not  be  fo 
much  difincumbred  and  free,  as  the  common  In- 
terefi  of  the  Country  requires  it  fhould  ;  never- 
thelefs  the  Freedom  of  Corporations  in  Royalties 
might  thereby  be  purchaft  at  fo  reafonable  Rates, 

'  '  1  #  /  Y 

that  an  ingenious  and  diligent  Tradefman, 
of  a  Stock  proper  to  carry  on  Bufinefs  with¬ 
in  Burgh,  would  have  no  Reafon  to  grudge 
it.  One  Thing  is  indeed  pretty  aftonilhing 
in  the  Abufe  of  thefe  feclufive  Privileges,  a 
Stranger  may,  in  every  Royalty,  pnrehafe,  at  a 
very  eafy  Rate,  and  that  a  fix’d  one  too,  the 

Right 
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Right  of  the  Guildry,  from  whom  thefe  Corpo¬ 
rations  derive  theirs  ,•  but  the  Freedom  of  a 
Corporation  is  to  be  purchaft  by  no  fix’d 
Rule,  that  intirely  depends  upon  the  Caprice 
or  particular  Views  ot  the  Majority,  to  fettle 
the  Terms,  and  often  they  will  agree  to  it  on 
no  Terms.  Ihis  Inconfiftency  has  an  odd  Ap¬ 
pearance,  an  arbitrary  Conftitution,  at  leaft  fo 
in  Pra&icc,  in  this  Particular,  of  the  greatefl: 
Importance,  that  derives  all  its  Power  from, 
and  continues  to  be  dependent,  and  a  Part  of  a 
Society  limited  and  governed  by  Laws  :  And  all 
this,  as  before  obferved,  tends  only  to  encourage 
Idlenefs  and  Ignorance,  to  keep  thofc  privileged 
Tradefmen  poor  themfelves,  and,  by  difeourag- 
ing  Induftry  and  the  Improvement  of  Art  in 
others,  to  hinder  the  Growth  and  Thriving  of 
the  whole  Community  of  which  they  are  Mem¬ 
bers.  Will  no  Experience  teach  Men  to  be 
wife,  and  to  purfue  their  real  Intercft  ?  When 
the  Way  to  it  is  fo  plain  and  obvious ;  and 
leave  off  to  contend  for  the  Shadow  of  a  Privi¬ 
lege,  while  the  Diligent  and  Induftrious  enjoy 
the  Subftance.  But  to  return  : 

All  the  Farms  in  the  low  Countries  may, 
beyond  all  Queftion,  be  greatly  improven  by  In- 
clofing ;  and  we  know,  trom  certain  Experience, 

that 
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that  thefe  Improvements  may  be  made  by  the 
Farmers,  upon  the  Encouragement  of  Leafes 
upon  Lives.  Even  the  high  and  mountainous 
Grounds,  fit  only  for  Sheep-  walk)  orthePafturc 
of  black  Cattle,  that  cannot  be  made  better  by 
Inclofing,  may  neverthelefs  be  fomewhat  ad¬ 
vanced  in  their  Value.  Their  Grafs  in  their 
Glens  and  Bottoms  is  now  faved  in  the  Summer¬ 
time  for  Pafture  to  their  Eeafts  in  the  Winter; 
but  if  all  thefe  low  Grounds  were  drained  and 
inclofed,  and  turned  to  Hay -grounds,  the  Fog- 
gage  would  teed  very  near  as  many  as  the  dead 
and  withered  Grafs  does  now,  and  then  they 
have  their  Hay  into  the  Eargain,  to  feed  their 
Beafts,  when  the  Grounds  are  covered  with 
Snow. 

Every  Advance  of  the  Commonwealth  of  a 
Country  is  a  publick  Benefit,  for  the  Good  of 
the  whole  People  in  general ;  but  in  particular, 
thofe  who  are  the  Caufe  of  it,  reap  the  Profits 
direftly.  So  much  as  the  Product  of  our 
Country  is  increafed  by  the  Improvement  of 
Land,  fo  much  is  the  Publick  profited  in  many 
Refpefts,  but  the  whole  Value  of  this  Increafe 
goes  into  the  Pockets  of  the  Proprietors  of  the 
Grounds  in  the  firft  Inftarjce.  Here  the  Tenant 
is  to  be  confidered  as  well  as  the  Mailer,  for  a 

Leafe 
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Leafe  for  Lite  has  a  Kind  of  Property  in  the 
Ground,  at  leaft  fo  far  as  to  engage  him  to  ma¬ 
nage  it  to  the  beft  Advantage,  as  if  it  were 
really  his  own  ;  and  he  well  deferves  a  Share  of 
the  Profits,  which  arile  chiefly  from  his  own 
Induftry. 


L  fit, 

'i 


That  Country  teems  with  Wealth,  where  Property 
uiffitres  it  to  the  Swam, 

Pleas’d  and  unweary  d  in  bis  certain  'Toil. 

*  * 
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Life,  a  TVafte  of  Time  /  til l  Induftry  approach'd, 
And  rouzd  Man  from  his  miferable  Sloth y 
His  Faculties  unfolded ,  pointed  out , 

JVbere  lavijh  Nature  the  directing  Hand 
Of  Art  demanded ,  6c c. 

Thomson’/  Seajons. 


NDUSTRY  is  the  chief  Source 
of  national  Wealth  and  Power : 
The  Strength,  Riches  and  Re¬ 
putation,  or  the  Poverty  and 
Weaknefs  of  every  Country,  is  m 
Proportion  to  the  Induftry  of  the  Inhabitants, 

and  theft  Wifdom  and  Difcretion  in  the  Ma- 

nagement 


- 


nt?  .ca*. 


r'l 

i .  I 


6*  The  Inter  eft  of 

nagement  of  their  publick  Affairs.  Severs 
Countries  have  many  and  great  natural  Advan 
tages  over  others,  both  in  the  Quantity  an 
Quality  of  their  Produft  ;  but  private  Induftr 
and  publick  Oeconomy  can  only  give  the  Pre 
ference  and  Superiority.  Even  thofe  Standar 
Mediums  of  Trade  and  Barter,  Gold  and  Silver 
equally  valued  by  every  civilized  Nation,  en 
rich  not  the  Mailers  and  Proprietors  of  tholi 
Countries  that  produce  them  ;  they  are  onlj 
Labourers  for  other  Countries,  and  the  moll  in 
duilrious  do  always  pofllfs  them  in  the  gteatef 
Plenty. 

The  Product  of  every  Part  of  the  habitable 
Globe  may  be  fufEcient  to  maintain  a  certain 
Number  of  Inhabitants  ;  but  nothing  lefs  can 
fatisfy  the  Wants  of  Mankind,  than  the  Pro¬ 
duct  and  Manufacture  of  the  whole  World; 
which,  by  the  Means  of  Trade  and  Commerce, 
is  laid  open,  and  poflelt  in  common  by  every 
Part  of  it.  The  Philofopher  may  fay,  that 
Half  of  thofe  Wants  are  unreal  and  imaginary, 
and,  no  doubt,  thofe  who  are  fo,  not  in  Specu¬ 
lation  only,  but  alfo  in  Practice,  can  vouch 
the  Truth  of  it  from  Experience  ;  but  how  few 
and  inconliderable  are  thefe  of  the  numerous 
Herd  of  Mankind  ?  When  one  has  by  his  In- 
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duftry  abundantly  fupplied  hinaftlt  with  the 
indifpenfablc  Necelfaries  of  Life,  Feod,  Raiment, 
and  Lodging ,  he  refts  not  there,  but  goes  on 
to  Luxury,  the  Deftroyer  of  Wealth,  to  create 
and  invent  new  Wants,  which  are  fo  far  real, 
as  they  prompt  and  excite  us  to  Induftry,  and 
without  it  Life  would  be  comfortlefs,  and  a 
heavy  Burden. 

What  does  every  Man  propofc  by  his  Toil, 
Labour  and  Affiduity  in  Bufmefs  ?  But  to  ac¬ 
quire  Wealth,  and  to  have  it  in  his  Power  to 
gratify  every  Appetite,  every  Defire  ;  altho1 
thofe  who  are  mofl  eager  in  the  Purfuit  of 
Riches  rarely  or  never  do  fo,  but  go  on  follow¬ 
ing  the  fame  endlefs  Chace  fo  long  as  they  live. 
What  do  Riches  avail  the  Owner,  it  he  cannot 
by  them  purchafe  every  Thing  that  is  rare,  and 
valued  by  Mankind  ?  Do  not  the  Wealthy 
fhare  with  Princes  the  Pofleffion  of  every  Com¬ 
modity  of  the  Univerfe  they  incline  to  have, 
from  the  flighteft  Stuffs  of  Perjia ,  to  the  Tewels 

and  precious  Stones  of  India. 

*  ^  *  '  *  {  ^  e 

Weji  it  poflible  to  coniine  Luxury  to  the 
Rich,  it  would  be  a  great  national  Good,  and  a 
publick  Benefit  to  Mankind ;  did  Men  of  great 
Eftates  only  outrun  in  their  Expence,  it  would 

con- 
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contribute  greatly  to  preierve  the  Balauce  of 
Property,  by  diminilhing  the  Wealth  of  thofe 
who  have  too  much  ;  for  the  more  equal  the 
Diftrzbution  of  Property  is,  the  better  for  every 
Country. 

r\  *  ? 

i  >.  •  4  *  '  *  "I  •'  *  j  f  * 

r  D  o  not  magnificent  and  {lately  Buildings, 
coftly  Furniture  and  Apparel,  C.onfe&ionaries, 
Cookries,  Variety  of  Meats,  Fruits,  and  other 
Delicacies  for  Diet,  all  contribute  to  communi- 

fw  .a*  ' 

cate  fo  much  ot  the  Wealth  of  the  Rich,  to  the 
ingenious  Artifl,  and  induftrious  Manufacturer  ? 
'And  are  not  the  Porcelain  of  China  and  Japan, 
and  the  curious  Workmanfhip  brought  from 
thence,  the  Coffee  of  Turkey,  Spices  of  Arabia , 
the  lufeious  Sugar  of  the  American  I (lands, 
.high-pric*d  Wines,  and  even  the  infipid  Tea 
of  China ,  now  univerfally  ufed  ?  A 11  fo  manv 
Subjeds  of  Commerce  that  ferve  to  fupport 
Numbers  of  Merchants,  and  greater  Num¬ 
bers  of  retailing  Shop-keepers,  who  deal  in  thefe 
Commodities.  Thefe,  and  many  more,  needlefs 
to  enumerate,  may  be  in  themfelves  unnecefiary, 
and  eafily  difpenfed  with  ;  but  Cuflom,  and 
Habit  which  forms  our  Tafte  in  every  Thing, 
has  made  them  fo  far  necefiary,  that  every  one 
ufes  them  in  Proportion  to  his  Ability,  Station, 
or  Condition  of  Life,  and  Manner  of  Living. 
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No  Man  will  part  with  his  Property  for  no¬ 
thing;  and  whatever  he  fo  far  efteems  as  to 
part  with  his  Property  for  it,  that  Thing  be¬ 
comes  fo  far  ufetul,  and  the  Price  paid  tor  it 
afeertairis  its  real  Value.  Glafs-beads  and 
Diamonds  may  be  in  themfelves  equally  ufelefs 
and  unneceflary,  but  their  real  Values  are  f«- 
Verally  fettled  by  the  Opinions  of  Mankind. 

4 

*-  ^  .  S 

A  s  Poverty  treads  clofe  upon  the  Heels  of 
Luxury,  Property  would  be  in  a  conffant  Ro¬ 
tation,  from  the  Hands  of  the  Profufe  and  Ex- 
penfive,  to  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Frugal  and  In- 
duftrious  :  And  as  we  find,  from  Experience, 
that  the  Manners  of  Men  change  often  with 
their  Condition,  immoderate  Wealth  would  not 
remain  long  with  the  fame  Perfon  bt  Family. 
But  vtherc  Luxury  is  in  Eftecm,  Vahity,  the 
prevailing  Paflfon  of  all  Mankind,  will  ditfufe 
it  amongft  Perfons  of  all  Ranks  and  Conditions. 

V  ^  _  10  .  '  * 

Men  ot  ordinary  Fortunes  will  live  above  their 
Eftates,  noc  from  Tafte  of  Choice,  but  out  of 

1  n  .  "i  *  * 

Vanicy*  to  be  as  well  efteemed  as  their  Supe¬ 
riors, 


'  ~  _  +  .  f  K*  .,1  y 

P  e  V.  s  #  ti  s  liable  td  this  egregious  Folly 
miftake  their  MeafureS  exceedingly,  and  fail  of 
their  End;  Their  Vanity  ferves  only  to  mske 

E 


66  The  Interefl  of 

them  the  Obje&s  of  Scorn  and  Derifion,  anc 


they  reap  Contempt  and  Envy  in  place  c 
Efteem ;  and  if  they  fail,  they  fall  linpitied 
But  it  is  an  Error  of  Complexion,  a  na 
tural  Weaknefs,  an  Infirmity  more  than  i 
Fault,  and  cannot  be  cured,  fo  lone:  as  Poverr 

j  .  ».  .v  1 

and  Parfimony  are  defpifed,  and  Men  valued  oi 
account  of  their  Wealth  and  Expence.  It  h 
neverthelefs,  a  moft  pernicious  Evil :  It  throw 
out  of  the  Circle  of  Bufinefs  many  Men  c 
middling  Condition,  who  are  the  moft  ufeft 
and  beneficial  to  Society  ;  and  deftroys  th 
Equilibrium  of  Property,  when  their  Subftanc 
is  ingroft  by  Men  of  over-grown  Fortunes. 


Luxury  may  be  prevented  by  fumptuar 
Laws  and  Reftraints  upon  Expence  ;  but  the! 
are  dire&ly  oppofite  to  the  Intereft  of  a  tradin: 
Country,  as  they  difeourage  Induftry,  hinde 
the  Progrefs  of  Manufa&ure,  flop  the  In 
creafe  of  Trade,  and  the  Advancement  botl 
of  private  and  publick  Wealth:  The  folc  Re 
medy  depends  upon  the  natural  Sagacity  an< 
Difcrction  of  Individuals,  to  regulate  their  Ex 
pence,  by  their  Profits  and  Income ;  to  confin 
themfelves  and  their  Way  of  Living  to  that  Spher 
of  Life  in  which  Providence  has  plac’d  them 
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to  be  frugal  and  induftrious,  and  contented  with 
their  Lot  and  Condition  in  the  World. 

c  -v  y  x  1 

The  Wants  of  Mankind  are  as  various  as 
numerous ;  nor  can  the  moft  ingenious,  by  his 
own  Skill  and  Induftry,  fupply  himfelf  with  one 
Half  of  the  ConveniencieS  required  to  render  Life 
tolerably  comfortable.  We  are  by  Nature  de- 
fencelefs  and  weak,  as  well  as  needy,  expofed. 
an  eafy  Prey  to  every  favage  Animal ;  but 
when  armed  by  Art  and  Induftry,  we  are  an 
Over-match  for  the  fierceft  :  And  when  We  are 
by  Laws  united  in  Society,  we  become  ftrong 
and  fecure  againft  the  Craft  and  Violence 
of  one  another;  and,  by  our  mutual  Affiftance, 
are  abundantly  fupplied  with  every  Thing  proper 
to  make  Life  pleafant  and  agreeable.  But  every 
one,  who  is  intitled  to  this  great  Bleffing  of 
Society,  muft  labour  for  it,  and  be  capable  to 
bear  his  Share  of  the  Burden.  Our  Induftry 
muft  precede  our  Happinefs ;  for,  before  we  can 
enjoy  the  Product,  ot  Manufacture  of  any  other 
1  Country,  we  muft  have  fomething  of  our  own 
to  fparc,  that  is  valued  by  them  ;  which  we 
muft  give  them  in  Exchange  for  the  Excrefqe  of 
their  own. 


<58 
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The  Stock  For  foreign  Trade  in  every  Countn 
is  its  Prodn£tand  Manufacture;  the  firft  cannoi 
be  much  increafed,  but  no  Bounds  can  be  fet  t< 
the  latter.  The  common  Produd  of  ever] 
Country  ought  to  be  imployed  in  the  Encou¬ 
ragement  of  Manufacture,  that  is,  our  Land 
fhoui'd  be  improv  n  to  the  utmoft,  not  to  ex¬ 
port  its  additional  Produd  as  a  Subjed  for 
foreign  Trade,  but  that  we  may  have  Provifions 
in  Plenty,  to  maintain  as  many  Hands  as  may 
be  imployed  in  Manufacture.  When  a  Coun¬ 
try  abounds  with  any  particular  Produd,  fuch 
as  Gold,  Silver,  Lead,  Tin,  Copper,  Iron,  or 
the  like ;  thefe,  after  ferving  the  Home-confumpt, 
may  be  exported,  and  are  to  be  confidered,  with 
our  other  Manuradures,  as  fo  much  Stock  for 
foreign  Trade.  If  we  defigti  then  to  encourage 
foreign  Trade,  we  muft  do  it  by  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  Home-manuiadure. 


Foreign  Trade  may  be  a  Lofs  to  a  Na¬ 
tion  for  altho’  the  Merchant  be  a  Gainer  by 
his  Trade,  the  Publick  may  fuffer  by  it ;  but  fo 
mu cn  as  the  Manufadurer  earns  by  his  Bufinefs, 
fo  much  is  alfo  gained  to  the  Nation.  If  his 
Manufa&ure  is  for  Home-confumpt,  fo  much 
Caved  to  the  Country,  as  we  have  no  Occafion 
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to  import  that  Commodity ;  if  it  is  for  Export* 
it  is  fo  much  Stock  in  foreign  Trade,  iot  the 
Purchafe  of  foreign  Commodities. 


O  n  the  other  Hand,  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
Merchant  is  to  purchafe  Goods  atone  Market* 
to  be  fold  at  an  higher  Price  in  another  j  and 
thence  his  Profit  arifes*  We  fhail  fuppdfe  then, 
that  a  Merchant  exports  200  Bulls  of  Bari  * 


which  cofl;  him  iqo  /  and  fdfs  diem  at  a  fomr-t* 
Market  at  10  per  Cent,  clear  Pt  fir ;  and  *  e 
purchafes  another  Cargo,  which  ne  ft  Ik 
home  at  10  per  Cent .  neat  Profit  alfb.  Here  ^ 
Merchant  gains  20  per  Cent .  by  his  V  \ .  •  >  > 
but  if  his  Cargo  inward  is  ail  ufed  or  com.^-, d 
at  home,  the  Country  lofes  fo  much  by  it*  1  0 
can  then  purchafe  with  the  Returns  of  hff  2  0 
Bolls  Barley  (if  the  Markets  are  the  fun- 
240  Bolls,-  and  if  he  exports  the  n  awr?  m  Ue 
fame  Trade,  he  gains  20  per  Cent  y  t  rt  y  f  <  •'] 
Adventure,  and  the  Country  1<T.  $  fo  much  7 
it.  It  fares  juft  fo  in  trading  Voyages  w:  t 
the  Balances  in  Trade  are  againft  us,  When 
Merchant  exports  a  Cargo  of  the  JV'dait  u 
Manufa&ure  of  his  Country,  fuppofe  -.0  ■dv 
Value  of  1000  /.  and  fells  it  to  A  dvr.  w 

'  r  1 

foreign  Port,  and  there  loads  another  ;lry  , 
which  is  alfo  fold  with  Profit  at  a  fecund  Mcccd- 
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and  fo  on  from  Port  to  Port,  until  his  Stock  firft 
exported  is  improven  two  or  three  Cents,  and 
then  returns  a  Cargo,  which  he  fells  at  home 
for  3000  /.  If  this  Cargo  inward  is  all  for 
Home-confumpt,  the  Country  lofes  2  Cents  by 
this  Trade. 

T  o  make  this  plain  to  every  Capacity ;  fup- 
pofe  the  Merchant’s  firft  Cargo  outwards  con- 
fifted  of  Wheat,  for  which  he  paid  30  Shillings 
the  Quarter,  and  his  Returns,  on  the  End  of  his 
trading  Voyage,  were  as  many  Pieces  of  Silk- 

ftuffs  as  he  carried  out  Quarters  of  Wheat. 
The  Farmer  pays  the  Merchant  4  l.  10  j.  for  a 

Piece  of  Silk  imported,  in  Exchange  for  one 
Quarter  of  Wheat,  for  which  he  received  only 
*  /.  1  o  s.  But  if  this  Cargo  inward  confxfl: 
of  Materials  for  Manufacture,  that  are  to  be 
wrought  up  in  Goods  at  home,  for  foreign  Ex¬ 
port,  then  the  Country  would  be  great  Gainers 
by  the  Trade.  For  Example ;  Suppofe  it  confifted 
of  Bales  of  Cotton,  which  are  fold  on  Importa¬ 
tion  for  5000  /.  the  Goods  made  of  the  Cotton, 
when  finifhed,  may  be,  at  leaft,  fuppofed  to  be 
worth  9G00  l  In  this  Event  the  Country  not 
only  gains  6000  l.  by  their  Manufacture,  but 
alfo  the  Merchant’s  Profits  of  2000  /.  gain’d  by 
his  Trade,  are  likcwjfe  gain’d  to  the  Country  in 

the 
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the  Balance  of  Trade  ;  becaufc  you  draw,  for  the 
raanufa&ured  Goods,  at  a  foreign  Market,  the 
whole  pooo  l. 

I  f  a  Merchant  export  a  Cargo  of  Produ& 
and  Manufacture,  to  the  Value  of  rooo  l  and 
his  Returns  cotifift  of  Commodities  for  Home- 
confumpt,  to  the  Value  of  800  /.  and  the  Ba¬ 
lance  is  returned  in  Money,  or  Bills  of  Exchange, 
(which  is  the  fame  Thing)  fo  much  is  the 
Country  a  Gainer  by  that  Trade.  Or,  if  the 
Merchant  fhall  fend  out  his  Ships  in  Balaft 

4  ^  «  1  -  ■'  -  v- *  -  — 

only,  or  with  a  Cargo  of  low-pric’d  Produft,  fuch 
as  Coal  or  Salt,  and  takes  in  a  Loading  at  a 
foreign  Port  upon  Freight,  and  fo  continues 

running  upon  Freight,  until  (he  can  purchafe  a 
Cargo  with  her  Freights,  to  the  Value  of  4  or 
500  l.  altho*  this  Cargo  is  for  Home-confumpt, 
the  Country  is  fo  much  a  Gainer  in  the  Balance 

of  Trade,  as  it  is  fo  much  gained  by  Naviga¬ 
tion;  and  have  this  further  Advantage,  that 

fo  many  of  their  mod  valuable  Hands,  Sailors, 
earn  their  Bread  by  it, 

Those  Branches  of  Bufinefs,  wherein  the 
Publick  gains,  as  vtfell  as  the  private  Adventurer, 

ought,  no  doubt,  chiefly  to  be  followed  ;  but 

every  Dealer  will  certainly  profecute  that  Trade 

E  4  m 
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in  which  he  finds  his  Account  the  molt.  Nei- 
thts.  ought  a  Trade  to  be  difcontinued,  becauie 
the  Country  fuflfers  by  it  •  We  may  be  Lofers 
by  pur  Dealings  with  one  Country,  and  be 
greater  Gainers  by  our  Trade  to  another.  It  is 
fufficient,  if  we  are  Gainers  by  Trade  upon  the 
mam ;  for  every  Trade  equally  imploys  the 
Merchant  and  the  Dealer  in  the  Commodity, 
tho’  every  Bufinefs  is  not  equally  beneficial,  nor 
the  fime  Profits  to  be  got  by  the  fame  Trade  at 
all  Times.  Great  and  various  are  the  Risks  of 
Merchants,  and,  as  it  fares  with  the  Merchant, 
fo  muft  it  happen  to  a  Country  nationally  :  Hd 
lefes  by  one  Voyage,  but  he  gains  by  another  * 
fometimes  he  is  a  Lofer  by  Trade  on  the  main’ 
at  other  Times  a  much  greater  Gainer;  as  the 
Saying  is,  ‘trade  may  be  fick  thro’  various 
Accidents  and  Misfortunes  :  But  Induftry  is  its 

Life  and  Soul  ;  and  fo  long  as  Induftry  fubfifts 
Trade  cannot  die. 

Many  are  the  Myfteries  of  Trade.  A  Na¬ 
tion  may  be  Lofers  by  their  Trade  to  one  par- 
•  ?iculaf  Country,  and  yet,  by  the  Means  of  Na¬ 
vigation,  may  be,  neverthelefs,  great  Gainers  by 
it.  This  will  be  beft  underftood  by  the  Trade 
of  the  Eaft-india  Company,  a  Trade,  that  in 
ttfeif  would  certainly  prove  hurtful  to  the  Na- 

‘  *'  *  "  ^  .  -V  »  % 

tion, 

I.  i  t  »  . 
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tion,  if  all  their  Importation  was  for  Home- 
confumpt ;  but  as  thefe  Commodities  ferve  as 
a  Subjeft  for  foreign  Commerce,  and  contribute 
greatly  to  encourage  Navigation,  the  Nation  is 
certainly  greatly  profited  by  It. 

Ni  •  -  ■* 

.  V.  \ 

■India  Goods  are  now  univerfally  ufed  over  all 
Europe ,  which  cannot  be  prevented,  unlefs  wc 
were  to  apply  the  pernicious  Remedy  of  fumptu- 
ary  Laws,  a  Cure  never  to  be  reduced  to  Prac¬ 
tice  in  a  trading  Country.  If  then  we  did  not 
follow  this  Trade  ourfelves,  ocher  Nations  would 
ferve  us  with  thefe  Commodities,  and  reap  the 
Profits  of  the  Trade,  at  our  Expence,  as  we  do 

*  •  (  r  -  .  * 

now  by  the  Sale  of  them  to  other  Countries ; 
For  Example,  If  we  may  be  allowed  to  fuppofe 
that  one  of  the  Company’s  Ships,  outward  bound, 
on  a  trading  Voyage,  to  the  Coafts  of  Arabia , 
Perjia ,  India  and  China  &c«  carries  out  15,000/. 
|n  Silver  Bullion,  and  manufactured  Goods  to  the 
Value  of  5000  h  and  on  her  Return  brings  in  a 
Cargo  to  the  Value  of  ;oc,ooo/.  all  (except  fome 
unwrought  Silk  and  Cotton,  Yarn,  and  Salt-petre, 
and  dying  Stuffs,  for  Home-manufadiire)  confift- 
ing  of  what  fome  are  pleafed  to  call  Indian  Trifles. 
Thefe,  to  the  Value  of  40,000  /.  (whereof  the 
Materials  for  Manufacture  are  a  Part)  are  fold 
for  Homc-confumpt,  and  the  Remainder  of  this 

Cargo, 
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Cargo,  to  the  Value  of  60.000  l  (whereof  India, 
Damasks,  and  feveral  other  bale  Goods,  juftly 
counterband,  as  interfering  with  our  own  Home- 
manufaSure,  are  a  Part)  is  again  exported  tp 
other  Countries.  The  Returns  homeward  for 
thefe  India  Goods  confift  of  naval  Stores,  feveral 
Materials,  for  Manufacture,  and  other  ufeful 
Commodities,  If  the  India  Trade  did  not  fur- 
nifh  us  with  Goods  for  Export,  to  purchafe  thefe 
Commodities,  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  fend  out 
our  own  Manufactures ;  which,  if  we  did,  in 
greater  Quantities  than  thofe  Countries  have  a 

'N  •  f  >  V 

Demand  for,  the  Markets  would  be  glutted,  and 
IS  under  a  Neceffity  to  fell  our  Goods  at  fo 
much  Lofs,  that  it  would  he  more  our  Interefl 
to  fend  out  Gold  and  Silver.  If  the  general  Q- 
pinion  be  well  founded,  that  the  Balance  of 
Trade  to  thofe  Countries  is  againft  us,  notwith- 
fianding  all  the  Goods  we  export ;  and  that  fo 
many  India  Goods  as  we  fend  thither,  fo  much  is 
dire&ly  favea  to  the  Nation  in  theCourfe  of  that 
necefiary  Trade.  The  Duties  payable  on  India 
Goods  confumed  at  home,  is  alfo  a  great  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  Publick,  as  it  is  a  Tax  upon 
,  Luxury,  and  fo.  far  faves  a  Tax  upon  other  Com¬ 
modities  that  are  of  neceffary  and  univerfal 
life,  - 


The 
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The  Nation  then  lofes  by  the  India  Trade, 
(on  this  Suppofition)  Cent,  per  Cent,  on  the  firfi; 
Importation ;  and  it  we  deduce  from  thence  the 
Profits  made  by  opr  own  Manufacture,  of  the 
Materials  by  it  imported,  the  Lofs  muft  be  very 
(mall ;  but  then  we  gain  upon  this  Trade  three 
Cents  per  Cent,  by  the  Goods  re-exported.  E~ 
very  Country  that  deals  much  in  foreign  Trade 
have  Profit  and  Lofs,  in  this  Way,  upon  feveral 
Branches  of  Trade. 

Foreign  Trade  then,  nationally  confidered, 
depends  upon  our  Profits  made  by  Navigation, 
as  being  Carriers  of  Goods  for  other  Nations  j 
and  upon  our  Home-manufaCtures,  as  being  able 
to  furnifh  them  with  Merchandize  to  a  greater 
Value  than  we  take  from  them.  If,  on  the  main, 
in  the  Courfe  of  Trade  with  all  the  World,  our 
Export  exceeds  out  Import  in  Value,  we  ar§ 
Gainers  by  foreign  Trade.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
our  Import  exceeds  in  Value  our  Export,  wc 
are  Lofers  by  it.  Our  chief  Care  then  ought  to 
he,  to  promote  and  encourage  Manufacture,  and 
that  none  of  our  Hands  be  allowed  to  be  idle. 
That  Country,  where  the  People  are  imployed, 
will  always  have  an  Advantage  in  Trade  over 
any  other,  where  they  are  allowed  to  be  idle, 

what- 
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whatever  their  Product  be  ;  for  the  Profits  gain¬ 
ed  by  every  Nation,  upon  foreign  Trade,  muft 
always  be  in  Proportion  to  the  Numbers  and 
Induftry  of  their  Subjects. 

Every  trading  Country  has  fome  particu¬ 
lar  Branch  of  Bufinefs  that  imploys  the  greateft 
Number  of  their  Hands,  which  they  call  their 
Staple-commodity ;  this  depends  partly  on 
fome  particular  Product  of  their  own,  for  Ma¬ 
nufacture,  but  more  upon  their  Skill  and  Dexte¬ 
rity  in  making  their  Goods  of  the  beft  Quality 
of  their  Kind,  in  finishing  of  them  to  the  beft 
Advantage,  to  pleafe  the  Eye  of  the  Buyer,  and  up¬ 
on  their  Diligence  and  Affiduity  in  the  Difpatch 
of  the  Work  j  all  which  enable  them  to  fell 
cheaper  at  a  foreign  Market,  than  other  Nati¬ 
ons,  who  may  be  their  Rivals  in  the  Trade,  can 
do.  Sometimes  the  Staple  of  a  trading  Place 
conlifts  only  of  Produft,  which,  by  its  Situation, 
may  be  a  Monopoly  ;  as  the  Pipe  and  Hogf- 
head  ftaves  brought  down  by  Water-carriage 
from  the  W  oods  of  Germany ,  to,  and  exported 
from  Hamburgh,  are  called  the  Staple  of  that 
Place  ;  Timber  and  Tar  the  Staple  of  Norway, 
and  Iron  and  Copper  the  Staple  of  Sweden. 
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Woollen  Goods  arc  the  Staple-commo¬ 
dity  of  England,  in  which  they  have  the  natural 
Advantage  of  great  Quantities  of  very  good 
Wooll  of  their  own.  But  this  bears  no  Propor¬ 
tion  to  the  Skill  of  their  Work  men,  and  to  their 
Diligence  in  Labour,  to  the  great  Stocks  of  par¬ 
ticular  Clothiers,  Piece- buyers,  and  other  Deal¬ 
ers  in  every  Branch  of  the  woollen  Trade,  which 
enables  them  to  fland  the  Shock  of  a  bad  Market, 
or  any  Stop  or  Damps  on  their  Trade,  ("which 
now  and  then  happens  from  Caufes  unavoidable) 
without  giving  up,  or  Hopping  their  Bufinefs. 
Thefe  are  the  Fruits  of  long  Experience,  and  an 
unwearied  Application  in  Bufinefs,  which  brought 
the  Trade  to  Perfection,  and  rendred  it  at  laft 
gainful  to  every  Individual,  as  well  as  to  the  Na¬ 
tion  in  general,  now  for  manyAges ;  and  all  this 
was  owing  to  an  Accident,  by  the  Englijh 
wifely  improven. 

•  ■’  ...  -  t  .  * 

The  Wooll  of  all  the  Growths  of  Europe , 
Was  for  many  Ages  bought  up,  and  manufactured 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands .  Subjects 
of  the  Houfe  of  Burgundy,  and  by  them  Europe 
was  ferved  with  woollen  Goods.  The  woollen 
Trade  was  firft  fct  a-ioot  in  England,  in  the 

Reign 
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Reign  of  Edward  III.  *  bucit  made  fmall  Progrefs 
uneH  uiv  V-ign  Ol  Philip  II.  of  Spain ,  when  the 
Spanifh  Yoke  became  very  heavy  and  fevere  upon 
the  Netherlander  s,  whofe  civil  Rights  were  invad¬ 
ed,  and  their  ancient  Privileges  deftroyed  by  Spain i 
Blit  the  Depopulation  ol  thefe  rich  Countries, 
and  the  Flight  of  fo  many  wealthy  Inhabitants! 
was  chiefly  owing  to  ithe  Bigotry  of  that  Prince, 
and  (the  terrible  Efte&s  of  Bigotry  in  Princes) 
the  abfoluie  Supprefjion  of  Liberty  of  Confcience ; 
a  Meafure  that  no  Man  of  Spirit,  no  honeft 
Man,  no  Man  of  the  leaft  Worth,  who  has 
common  Senfe,  can  ever  fubmit  to. 

I  f  is  both  cruel  and  abfurd  in  any  Man,  or 
Party  of  Men,  to  fet  up  a  Standard  for  regulat¬ 
ing  the  Opinions  of  Mankind ;  and  no  lefs  ridi¬ 
culous  than  the  Story  of  the  Tyrant  Procru/ies , 
who  is  faid  to  have  made  a  Bed  of  Iron  for  the 
afeettaining  of  human  Stature ;  thefe  who  were 
too  long*  had  their  Feet,  or  Part  of  their  Legs 
ehopt  off,  to  make  fchem  lit  his  Bed  ;  and  thofe 
who  Were  too  ihort,  Were  put  on  the  Rack,  to  be 
drawn  out  to  a  fufficient  Length.  Our  Opinions 
arc  as  various  as  our  Sizes  or  Complexions,  and 

•as 
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as  little  ( in  many  Cafes  )  in  our  own  Power  to 
help ;  and,  is  it  not  the  Height  of  Arrogance 
and  Impiety,  for  frail  Man  to  controul  the 
Works  of  Providence,  and  to  chain  up  the  Fa- 
chides  of  the  Mind,  which  its  Author  and  Crea¬ 
tor  made  free  ?  Neverthelefs,  Men,  of  all  othefi 
the  moil  unfit  for  fuch  an  Undertaking,  have 
often  attempted  it,  and  have  too  often  fuccceded 
in  their  Attempt.- — 

It  is  Matter  of  Wonder  and  Aftoniffiment  to 
common  Serife,that  Men,  Strangers  to  the  World* 
to  the  reft  of  Mankind,  and  to  themfelves  •,  Men 
of  narrow  Minds,  fowre  -Tempers,  and  a  morofe 
Behaviour,  who  are  limited  in  their  Inquiries  after 
Truth  by  Prejudices  early  imbib'd,  and  by  inte- 
refted  Dogma’s  impofed  on  them  in  their  unripe 
Years, by  the  Authority  of  ambitious  and  defign- 
ing  Men,  before  they  are  Capable  to  form  any  juft 
Opinion  of  them  themfelves :  That  thefe  Men 
ihould  fet  themfelves  up  as  the  Directors  of  Con- 

L 

lcience,  and,  by  affuming  to  themfelves,  from 
wrefted  Texts  of  Scripture,  the  Character  of  In¬ 
fallibility,  fet  up  their  own  narrow,  capricious, 
and  interefted  Views,  as  the  Standard  to  fee 
Bounds  and  Limits  to  Reafon  and  Conference. 
Whoever  is  not  ftupid  enough,  not  to  difeern 
their  Errors,  or  fufficiently  ftock’d  with  Hypo- 

crify 
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crify  to  give  a  feeming  Compliance  ,  muft  be 
brought  to  the  Iron- bed  of  Trial.  Goals, 
Chains,  and  Tortures,  muft  be  applied  to  the 
Body,  to  cure  the  Miftakes  and  Errors  of  the 
Mind  ;  and  if  rhefe  fail,  the  wretched  Heretick, 
(whom  the  unerring  Canons  and  Decrees  of  thefc 
holy  Guides  have  made  (o)  muft  be  fpoiled 
of  his  worldly  Goods,  to  fatiate  the  Ava¬ 
rice  and  Luxury  of  thefc  pretended  t)ifciples  of 
the  Redeemer  of  Mankind,  who  declared,  that 
his  Kingdom  was  not  of  this  World ;  and  often, 
for  the  Good  of  his  Soul,  his  Body  muft  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Flames,  to  confirm  their  Infalli¬ 
bility,  but,  in  reality,  to  gratify  their  relentlefs 
Cruelty  and  Pride. 

.  \  t  f  * 

Whin  thefc  Subje&s  of  Spain  groned  under 
this  heavy  Yoke  of  fpiritual  Bondage  and  eccle- 
fiaflical  Tyranny,  England  had  the  Happinefs 
to  be  govern’d  by  the  wifeit  Administration  ever 
Nation  was  bleft  with.  Numbers  of  wealthy 
Merchants  and  Manufacturers  fled  to  England 

for  Protection,  and  took  with  them  all  the  Ef- 

>  * 

fe&s  they  could  fairly  carry  away.  Strada  ac¬ 
knowledges,  that  no  kfs  chan  100,000  Families 
went  over  and  fettled  in  Britain ,  during  thefc 
Troubles.  In  England  they  were  kindly  receiv¬ 
ed,  cherifbted  and  cncpuraged.  Ali  the  Privi¬ 
lege 
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leges.  Liberties,  and  Immunities  of  free  Sub- 
jefts,  for  the  Security  of  their  Properties,  civil 
and  facred  Rights,  were  cheerfully  granted  them  i 
And  the  good  EffeCts  of  this  wife  Conduct  foon 
appeared;  the  Trade  of  Europe  fhifted  its  Abode 
with  thelDealers,  and  the  woollen  Manufacture 
of  England,  was,  by  thefe  Means,  and  the  Aid 
of  publick  Encouragement,  carried  on,  and  food 
brought  to  Perfeftion.  They  not  only  manu¬ 
facture  their  own  Wooll,  but  alfo  the  Wooll  of 
Spain,  and  the  belt  Growths  of  other  Countries, 
and,  in  a  great  Meafure,  may  be  juttly  called  the 
foie  Matters  of  the  woollen  Trade* 

The  Netherlander s  were  Matters  of  the  Linen 
Trade  as  well  as  the  woollen ;  and,  during  thefe  ci^ 
vilWars,  feveral  of  their  Manufacturers  in  both, 
fettled  themfclves  alfo  amongft  us  ;  as  in  the  old 
Burghs  Weavers  go  (till  under  theDenominationof 
Brahanders9  from  their  Matters  who  taught  them 
the  Art :  But  we  were  then  Strangers  to  Trade, 
and  underftood  little  of  Manufacture,  or  of  the 
great  Advantages  arifing  from  thence  to  a  Nati¬ 
on.  War  was  our  Trade,  and  military  Difci- 
pline  our  Profeflion  and  foie  Study.  When 
we  had  Peace  at  home,  our  Gentlemen  and  Per- 
fons  of  Quality  went  abroad  in  queft  of  foreign 
Adventures,  and  carried  with  them  Numbers  of 

F  the 
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the  common  People  as  Soldiers  and  Troops  for 
foreign  Service,  Many  of  them  were  engaged 
on  both  Sides,  in  thefe  Wars  in  the  low  Coun¬ 
tries,  but  the  greatefl  Numbers  were  in  tiie  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  confederated  Proteftants. 

Our  Trade  was  carried  on  by  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  CoafE  towns:  Burgefles,  a  Degree  of 
People  below  the  Gentlemen  ot  Eftates,  but  a- 
bove  the  Farmers,  and  Men  at  Arms,  Rental- 
ers,  who  held  fmall  Eftates  for  military  Service, 
not  unlike  the  tfimanots  of  Turkey,  with  this 
Difference,  that  many  moe  of  them  depended  on 
Subjefts  than  on  the  Crown.  Our  Manufac¬ 
tures  were  carried  on  by  the  mcaneft  of  the 
People,  who  had  fmall  Stocks,  and  were  of  no 
Reputation.  Thefe  were,  for  the  moil  Part, 
Workmen  for  Home-confumpt,  fuch  as  Mafons, 
Houfe  -  carpenters,  Armourers,  Black  -  ftniths, 
Taylors,  Shoe  makers,  and  the  like.  Our  Wea¬ 
vers  were  few  in  Number,  and  in  the  greatefl 
Contempt,  as  their  Employments  vvere  more  fe- 
dcntary,  and  themfelves  reckon'd  1  fs  fit  for 
War,  in  which  all  were  obliged  to  ferve,  when 
the  Exigencies  of  the  Country  demanded  their 
Attendance. 


These 
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These  foreign  Manufacturers  taught  us  never- 
thelefs  to  fort,  wafh,  and  drefs  Wooli,  to  fpin  it, 
to  weave  Cloth  and  other  woollen  Goods,  and 
to  mill  and  drefs  Cloth  in  a  better  Way  than 
we  did  before.  They  alfo  taught  us  to  few 
Lintfeed,  to  raife,  water  and  drefs  Flax,  to  fpin 
Linen  Yarn,  and  to  weave  and  whiten  both 
plain  Linen  and  Table  Linen  of  all  Sorts ;  but, 
as  the  Trade  was  in  no  Efteem,  no  Body  follow¬ 
ed  it  who  had  Stocks  fufficient  to  carry  it  on  to 
Purpofe. 

Many  of  the  Weavers  wrought  only  for  private 
Ufe,  as  Servants  rather  than  Manufacturers,  and 
thefe  were  the  belt  Tradfemen ;  and  as  the  Trade 
was  intire] y  negleCted  by  the  Publick,  thofe  who 
made  Goods  for  Sale,  were  left  at  large  to  make 
them  as  they  pleafed.  Many  Frauds  and  A- 
bufes  were  of  confequence  committed  in  the 
Manufacture,  which  brought  the  Goods  in  Dif- 
repute  at  a  foreign  Market,  and  rendred  the 
Sales  of  them  fo  precarious,  and  the  Prices  fo 
low,  that  they  could  not  be  fold  to  Advantage, 
when  other  Goods  were  to  be  had,  fo  that  both 
the  Makers  and  the  Dealers  were  often  Lofers. 

F  2  M  r. 
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M  r.  Law  in  his  Treat  ife  on  Money  and 
‘frane,  4ay s,  “  That  the  Sloths  Idlenefs  and 
<c  fraudulent  Practices  of  any  People,  are  not 
<c  owing  to  any  natural  Depravity  or  bad  Difpo- 
u  fition  peculiar  to  any  People  or  Country,  but 
€c  to  bad  Habits,  acquired  by  the  Remifnefs, 
“  Negligence  and  Partiality  of  a  faulty  Admi- 
cc  niftrationT  And  Macbiavel  feems  to  be  in 
the  Right  when  he  fays,  tc  That  good  Laws  a- 
cc  lone,  and  thefe  rigoroufly  executed,  make 
cc  Mui  good/5 

The  Union  of  the  Crowns  proved  a  great 
Lofs  to  us:  For  any  Adminiftration,  tho’  in 

many  RefpeCts  faulty,  is  better  than  none.  And 
in  Matters  of  Police,  (with  regard  to  the  pub- 
lick  Good  of  the  Country,  tor  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  Commerce  and  Manufacture,  by  an  im¬ 
partial  and  rigorous  Execution  of  good  Laws) 
we  may  be  laid  to  have  had  no  Adminiftration 
from  the  Union  of  tne  Crowns  to  the  Union  of 
the  Nations. 

Our  great  and  popular  Families  were 

in  former  Ages  juftly  confidered  as  the  Pro¬ 
testors  of  their  Country,  and  Guardians  of  its 

Liberty  :  As  they  maintain’d  our  Freedom  and 
Independency  from  foreign  Invasion,  and  pre¬ 
ferred 
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ferved  pubiick  Liberty  >rom  the  arbitrary  Mea- 
fures  and  Encroachments  ot'  the  Crown.  Thefe 
filled  all  the  high  Places,  Stations,  and  Offices 
of  'j'ruft,  more  by  their  hereditary  Power,  Popu¬ 
larity,  and  perfonal  Credit,  than  by  the  Favour 
or  the  Prince j  but  when  the  Seat  ol  Oov^mment 
was  transferred  irom  amongft  us,  they  were  (up- 
planted  by  Court  favourites,  and  tethed  to 
their  Country  Seats  difobliged,  or  went  into 
foreign  Service,  i  hey  had  no  further  Occafion 
to  make  a  Figure  in  War,  their  Power  in  Vafi'a- 
lage  was  ot  little  Ule,  and  their  Influence  of 
courfe  decayed.  Fhey'  knew  little  of  the  A  its 
of  P^ace,  and  had  no  Difpofition  to  cultivate 
them.  As  the  Advancement  of  Trade  and  Ma¬ 
nufacture  tended  co  enable  the  People  to  live  oy 
their  own  Induftry,  and  to  ihake  off  their  De¬ 
pendence  on  them  ;  fo  that  they  then  become  ra¬ 
ther  a  Burden  anu  a  Lois  to  the  Country. 

Their  Difcontcnts  appeared  upon  the  firft 
plaufible  Opportunity  that  offered  ltfelf:  W  hen 
King  Charles  I.  attempted  to  force  a  Litany  up¬ 
on  us,  and  to  introduce  the  Rices  and  Cere¬ 
monies  of  the  Church  of  England,  (with  us  rec¬ 
koned  fuperftitious)  again  A:  the  general  Bent  and 
univerfal  Difpofitions  of  the  People.  The  Bi- 

fiiops  were  Court  Proftitutes ;  and,  as  Inch,  were 

p.  3  hated 
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hated  and  defpifed;  and  the  inferior  Clergy  were 
by  the  Court  neglected,  and  eafily  prevailed  on 
to  favour  the  Defigns  of  the  difcontented  Nobi¬ 
lity.  The  Kirk-men  inflamed  the  People,  who 
being  united  in  their  Meafures,  by  the  Counte¬ 
nance  of  fo  many  great  Men,  foon  became  for- 
midable  to  the  Court. 

i 

•  j 

O  n  fi.cn  Occafions  a  Country  is  always  di¬ 
vided,  and  thofe  of  the  Nobility  who  either 
pofleft,  or  expefted  the  Favour  of  the  Court, 
were  no  lefs  aftive  on  the  other  Side,  to  ftrength- 
en  their  Intereft  and  Credit  with  the  People^  to 
carry  on  the  King’s  Meafures.  Thus  one  Party 
allerting  and  maintaining  the  uncontroulable 
Power  of  the  Crown  in  Matters  of  State,  and 
of  the  Prelacy  in  Matters  of  Do&rine,  Difcipline, 
and  Government  in  ecclefiaftical  Affairs;  and 
the  other  afferting  publick  Liberty,  and  to  main¬ 
tain  the  People  in  the  free  Exercife  of  their  juft 
Rights  and  Privileges,  and  Parity  amongil  the 

Miniflers,  independent  of  the  Prelates,  the 
Nation  was  involved  in  Confufion  and  civil 
War. 

I  his  War  was  carried  on  with  great  Violence 
on  both  Sides;  and  fo  intent  was  each  Party  on 
Succefs,  that  many  of  the  greateil,  and  moil 

wealthy 
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wealthy  and  powerlul  ot  the  Nobility,  fold  or 
mortgaged  their  Eftates  for  Money,  to  purchafc 
Arms,  and  to  raife  and  maintain  Troops  to 
carry  it  on  ;  the  one  endeavouring  to  place  the 
Sovereignty  above  the  Law,  expe&ed  to  be  Sha¬ 
rers  in  the  ConqucfL  and  perpetual  Miniflcrs  ; 
(as  Men  in  Power  and  Favour  never  think  of 
lofing  it)  and  the  other  expecting  to  efiabliih 
themfelves  in  the  Pofuffion  of  their  former  Power 
(from  which  they  faw  themfelves  tailing)  by 
their  own  Credit  and  Prowefs.  The  Conduct 
of  fome  of  the  Nobility  of  thofe  Times  indeed 
plainly  difcovered  a  fincere  Love  of  Liberty,  and 
a  difinterefted  Zeal  for  the  publick  Good :  For 
altho*  they  oppofed  by  Force  of  Arms,  the  arbi¬ 
trary  and  lawlefs  Meafures  of  the  King,  yet 
when  the  Oppofition  became  too  powerful,  and 
the  prevailing  Faction  refufed  to  agree  on  reafo- 
nable  Terms,  to  refettle  the  Conftitution  on  the 
old  Foundation,  and  to  afcertain  the  Limits 
between  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  Li¬ 
berties  of  the  People,  they  joyned  the  King  with 
all  their  Power,  and  attempted,  at  the  Risk  of 
their  Lives  and  Fortunes,  to  prevent  that  Mife- 
ry  which  foon  after  happened,  when  all  Parties 
fell  as  a  Sacrifice  under  the  cruel  Yoke  of  a  mi¬ 
litary  Government.  Even  the  leading  Men  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  England,  who  head- 

F  4  cd 
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ff  eta  Oppofition  (,„m  t|«  Beginning,  wcrc 
Wlg«i  to  (loop  to  the  lawlefs  Rules  „t  thcit 
Servants,  the  Ojjicers  of  the  Army,  whom  they 
had  laifed  :  And  the  General,  who  by  Craft  and 
Deceit  got  at  lad  at  the  Head  of  it,  like  Julius 
Cejar,'  betray’d  the  State  that  imployed  and 
traded  him,  and  turned  thofc  Arms  put  in  his 
Handj  101  the  Defence  and  Support  of  publick 
Liberty,  to  fupprefs  and  trample  upon  all  Li¬ 
berty. 


I  he  Pi  ejects  of  our  Nooilitv  and  Clergy  had 
a  very  contrary  Effect  from  what  they  propofed, 
the  fi.it,  at  lead,  many  ot  the  greateft  and 
mod  ancient  oi:  the  Nobility,  found  themfelves 
and  their  Families  in  the  Event^dript  of  their 
Property  and  Power  ;  and,  which  was  mod  la- 
mentaole,  thofe  who  adted  from  a  fincere  and 
difintereded  Principle,  to  fave  the  State  and 
ferve  their  Country,  fhared  the  fame  Fate  with 
the  Court-minion  and  factious  Demagogue  .* 
And  when  ali  was  over,  the  pad  Merits  of  all 


were  equally  negledted  and  forgotten.  The 
Clergy,  at  the  lame  I  ime,  who  expedited  to  rule 
the  Laity  with  a  high  and  arbitrary  Hand, 
(which  they  did  for  fome  Time  with  great 
Severity  and  Wantonnefs)  independent  of  the 
civil  Magidrate,  were  obliged  to  cringe  and 

humble 
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humble  themfelves  ac  che  Feet  of  a  lawlefs 
Tyrant,  who  fil’d  abufed  and  deceived  them  in 
their  own  Way,  until  by  their  Means  he  gained 
his  End  ,  and  then  treated  them  with  Scorn 
and  Contempt.  The  great  and  exorbitant 
Power  of  the  ancient  Nobility  was,  by  thefe 
Means  and  Accidents,  brought  to  an  End  at 
this  Period :  They  fubfid  now  in  Name  only, 
without  Power  to  do  great  Good,  or  any  Harm  ; 
and  a  Peer  of  Yederday  is  polled  of  as  many 
Privileges  as  the  olded  of  them. 

t 

During  thefe  civil  Wars,  the  Inhabitants 
of  Fife ,  by  whom  the  Fiihing-  trade,  and  the 
Manufacture  of  Linen,  was  carried  on  to  a  great 
Extent,  took  Arms,  in  great  Numbers,  under 
the  Command  of  the  Head  of  a  popular  Family 
in  that  Shire,  then  polled  of  great  Property, 
and  who  was  a  Man  of  Spirit  and  great  Reso¬ 
lution  ;  and  had  the  Misfortune  to  dand  by 
this  obdinate  Leader  at  Kilfytb ,  until  mod  of 
them  were  cut  to  Pieces.  This  impaired  their 
Numbers,  broke  and  difperfed  many  Families  ; 
and  the  Pillage  of  Dundee ,  (where  all  their 
Wealth  was  lodged)  not  many  Years  after,  com¬ 
pleted  the  Ruin  of  thofe  wealthy  and  indudrious 
Tradeftnen :  And  the  military  Government  of 
Oliver  Cromwel,  which  enfued,  entirely  dis¬ 
couraged 


9°  The  Interefi  of 

Ch"  Wand3'1  M“r  *  ***  *  this  Pa«  of 


U  H  E  N  all  there  Troubles,  Confufions  and 
Opprcffions  were  over,  all  Things  were  again 
fettled  upon  the  old  Footing,  in  which  all  Par¬ 
ties,  private  families  and  Perfons  concurred 

*S  f  ‘‘ad  J  aad  fuff:vred  u»der  the  common 
Calamity.  The  long  Peace  that  followed  this 

Revolution,  gave  us  a  favourable  Opportunity 
to  improve  our  Trade  and  Manufactures  by 
the  Encouragement  of  Induftryand  Fair-dealing 
and  me  Difcouragement  of  Jdlenefs,  Difcord, 
ana  fraudulent  Practices ;  and  by  thefe  Means, 
the  only  Means  by  which  a  Nation  can  profper 
to  retrieve  our  Affairs,-  but  the  Severities’ 
•which,  during  the  civil  War,  had  been  exer- 
effed  by  private  Perfons  and  Families  upon  one 
another,  as  the  different  Parties  in  which  they 
happened  feveraily  to  be  engaged,  prevailed, 
had  riveted  a  Spirit  ot  Rancour  and  Heart- 
burning  in  the  Minds  of  many.  The  Church 
government,  then  eftablifhed,  was  altered  and 
Epifcopacy  was,  againfl  the  univerfal  Bent  of 
the  Nation,  again  fettled.  Univerfal  Obedience, 
to  this  new  Eftablifhment,  was  forced  by  penal 
Laws  ;  Liberty  of  Confeience  was  fuppreft,  and 
cur  Parliament,  during  their  ihort  Seffions, 

were 
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were  imployed  in  contriving  and  paffing  Acts 
for  thefe  Pnrpofes,  and  tor  throwing  all  the 
Power  and  publick  Wealth  into  one  Scale. 

The  Standards  of  Party  and  Fadion  being 
thus  again  fee  up,  our  former  Wounds  were 
laid  open,  and  our  Divifions  increafed  ,*  as  a 
Spirit  of  Refentment  in  thofe  who  had  the 
Power  in  their  Hands,  begot  a  Spirit  of  Oppo- 
fition  and  Hatred  in  thofe,  who  had  it  thrown 
upon  their  Shoulders  :  The  Country,  with 
Regard  to  its  Police  and  publick  Affairs,  bled 
and  groned  under  the  Weight  of  Party-rage. 
A  Change  of  the  Adminiftration,  yea,  even  a 
Revolution  of  the  Government,  ferved  only  to 
transfer  the  Power  from  the  Hands  of  thofe  who 
had  abufed  it,  to  them  who  had  been  opprefled 
by  it  ;  but  they,  in  their  Turn,  followed  too 
much  the  fame  Meafures,  the  Claws  of  publick 
Minifters  were  indeed  paired  by  the  Claim  of 
Right,  and  the  Liberties  and  Properties  of  the 
Subjeds  were  by  that  excellent  Law'  and  fome 
fubfequent  Statutes  better  fecured  :  Rut  thefe  could 
not  abfolutely  prevent  the  Effeds  of  Refentment 
in  thofe,  who  ufed  their  Power  to  aggrandize 
thsmfelves  at  the  Expence  of  them  they  diffiked, 
or  who  were  obnoxious  to  the  prevailing  Party. 


Frequent 
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Frequent  Complaints  were  made  of  the 
Decay  or  our  Manufactures  ,*  and  both  Parties 
concur  red  ro  apply  proper  Remedies  to  remove 
the  Caufe,  as  tuis  interfered  nor  with  the  par¬ 
ticular  Views,  or  Interefts  of  either.  Rules 
were  accordingly  made,  and  toe  Obfervation 
of  them  appointed  under  proper  Penalties  by 
pubHck  Authort  y,  but  no  publick  Encourage- 
menc  given.  Strange  !  that  when  we  had  the 
Power  in  our  own  Hands,  to  tax  our  felves  for 
the  Improvement  of  out  Manufa&ure,  we  did 
it  not  as  the  Irifh  have  done. 

These  Laws  could  have  no  Efted,  as  they 
were  attended  by  no  certain  Execution,  bur  left 
at  large  to  the  Difcretion  of  every  Sheriff,  Stewart, 
Lord,  or  Bailie  of  Regality,  whereby  the 
common  Saying  was  verified,  IV bat  is  ezery 
Body's  Bttfinejs ,  is  rarely  minded  by  any  Body . 
When  Complaint  was  made  or  an  Abufe  to  the 
proper  Judge,  Pity  and  Solicitation  o  ten  pre¬ 
vailed  on  him  to  remit  tne  Penaitv,  and  his 

9 

Companion  for  a  private  Offender,  geuing  the 
better  of  his  Duty  to  the  Publick,  the  Laws 
made  for  the  Good  of  the  Publick  were  thus  ren- 
dred  void,  and  of  no  Eff  d.  Now  and  then 
a  particular  Perfon,  who  had  the  Good  of  in's 
Country  at  Heart,  applied  himlclf  with  Rigour 

and 
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and  Diligence  to  put  die  Laws  in  Execution  ; 
but  as  tnis  was  done  in  one  Corner  only,  it  had 
no  other  Effift  than  to  hurt  thofe  who  were  thus 
forced  to  a  Compliance :  For  altho’  their  Goods 
were  better  made,  yet  they  laboured  unriei  the 
DiCdvantage  ot  the  common  Dilcrcdu  al!  the 
Goods  of  that  Kind  were  under,  and  fo  they 
could  not  draw  for  them  at  the  Market  a  trice 
adequate  to  their  real  Value.  But, 

The  Execution  of  the  Linen  Aft,  made  in 
the  lafi:  Year  ot  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majrfty, 
is  abfolutely  fecured.  Proper  Ferfons  are  there¬ 
by  appointed,  fand  fuitably  encourageu)  to  in- 
fpect,  examine,  meafure,  and  make  up  every 
Piece  of  Linen  Cloth  before  it  is  offered  to  Sale, 
and  then  he  is  to  affix  his  Scamp  to  afeertain  the 
Sufficiency  of  the  Goods,  that  the  whole  Piece  is 
equally  good  from  End  to  End,  and  no  Part  of  it 
worfe  than  the  Lap  yard  or  outfide  Cover,  which 
every  Buyer  fees  and  can  judge  of,  that  it  is  not 
lefs  in  the  Breadth  than  his  Mark  bears,  and  con¬ 
tains  precifely  the  Number  of  Yards  by  him 
mark’d  on  it.  This  Stamp,  befides  the  Breadth 
and  Length,  confifts  of  his  own  Name,  and  the 
Name  of  the  County  where  he  refides,  to  the 
end  he  may  be  eaiily  difeovered  and  convifted, 
in  cafe  the  Cloth  by  him  ftampt  is  not  in  al! 

Rcfpefts 
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Refpefts  in  the  Terms  of  the  Aft,  and  any  B 
may  recover  of  him  the  Penalty  in  a  fumn 
Way,  without  Trouble  or  Expence.  If  Clot 


when  tried  and  condemned,  as  the  Adi  directs* 
connfcated,  and  cut  in  fmall  Pieces,  below  the 
Length  allowed  to  be  ftampt,  to  prevent  its  be¬ 
ing  fold.  The  Stamp-mafter  cannot  be  pofliblv 
corrupted  to  difpenfe  with  his  Duty,  becaufe  all 
the  confifcated  Cloth,  and  Penalties,  are  adjudged 
to  himfelf,  and  if  he  ftamp  infufficient  Cloth, 
or  mark  on  it  a  greater  Breadth  than  it  is  of,  or 
more  Yards  than  it  contains,  the  Penalty  falls  on 
himfelf,  befides  the  Lofs  of  his  Office.  If  Cloth 
is  offered  to  Sale  unftampt,  the  Seller  is  liable 
in  a  Penalty  ,•  if  fold  unftampt,  both  Buyer  and 
Seller  are  liable  in  a  Penalty  ;  and  if  the  Stamp- 
mafter,  thro  Collufion,  or  even  out  of  Pity  and 
Tendernefs,  fhould  connive  at  the  Sale  of  Cloth 
unftampt,  the  Truftees  would,  on  ftich  Informa¬ 
tion  well  vouched,  difmifs  him  from  his  Office, 
ancf  the  Cloth  is  ft  ill  liable  to  be  feized,  for  fuch 
Offence,  by  any  other  Stamp-mafter. 

Every  Oflence  againft  the  Regulations  en-  , 
afted  by  this  -Law,  is  to  be  tried  and  judged, 
in  the  Country,  by  one  or  more  Jufticc  or 
Juftices  of  the  Peace,  and  within  Burgh,  by  one 


or 
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or  more  Magufrate,  or  Magi  (hates;  and  thefe 
are  the  foie  Judges,  from  whom  there  lies  no  Ap¬ 
peal,  except  to  their  own  Quarter-feflions,  and 
their  Sentence  is  final;  and  they  are  appointed, 
if  the  Appellant  is  caft,  to  award  double  Cods 
againft  him.  Nor  can  the  Execution  of  this 
Law  be  ftopt  or  delay,  d,  by  the  Artifice  of  any 
litigious  Offender,  by  any  Sift  or  Sufpenfion  of 
the  Lords  of  Seffion,  or  any  other  Judge  ;  nei¬ 
ther  have  thefe  Judges  any  officium  nobile ,  or 
difcretionary  Power  to  difpenfe  with  any  Penalty, 
other  than  the  Law  direfts ;  and  if  any  Judge 
(hall  negleft  or  refufe  to  execute  the  Law,  when 
Application  is  made  to  him,  or  Malverfe  in  the 
Exercife  of  it,  he  is  fubje&ed  to  a  Penalty  of  no 
lefs  than  xoo  /. —  to  be  impofed ,  by  the  Lords 
of  Jufticiary  in  their  Court  at  Edinburgh,  or  in 
the  Country  at  their  Circuits,  and  a  fufficient 
Fund  is  appointed  for  carrying  on  ’thefe  Profe- 
cutions. 

Never,  was  any  Law  better  concerted  to 
anfwer  the  great  and  good  Ends  propofed  by  it ; 
-a  Law  fo  well  contrived  for  the  Good  of  the 
Country,  well  deferves  the  Confideraticn  of  every 
one  who  loves  his  Country ;  every  Perfon,  at 
lead  every  Dealer,  and  every  Juftice  of  Peace, 
and  Magiftrate,  ought  always  to  have  a  Copy 

of 
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of  it  by  them,  as  well  as  every  Stamp-ma- 
fter. 

The  Funds  appropriated  by  Law  for  encou¬ 
raging  the  Linen  Manufacture,  are  very  fmall, 
and  bear  no  Proportion  to  the  Demands  of  the 
Manufacture,  was  it  to  be  improven  and 
brought  to  Perfection  fo  foon  as  the  prefent  lew 
State  and  Exigencies  of  the  Country  require. 
Neverthelefs,  Juftices  of  Peace,  and  Magiftrates, 
in  every  Corner,  have  hitherto  behaved  them- 
felves  fo  much  like  Men  of  Worth,  and  aCted  by  a 
fincere  and  difinterefted  Principle  to  promote  the 
publick  Good,  and  have  been  fo  faithful,  dili¬ 
gent,  and  impartial  in  executing  the  Law  ;  and 
the  Truftces  appointed  by  his  prefent  Majefty’s 
Letters  Patents,  for  the  Diftribution  of  the  Funds 
appropriated  for  encouraging  the  Fifheries  and 
Manufactures,  have  been  fo  careful  in  their  Ap¬ 
plication  of  thefe  Funds  committed  to  their  Care, 
to  the  belt  Advantage  \  and  to  encourage  thofe 
Stamp-mafters  who  have  been  faithful,  diligent, 
and  exaCt  in  the  Execution  of  the  great  Truft 
committed  to  them;  and  to  difeourage  and  ca- 
Ihier  thofe  who  have  been  negligent  or  unfaithful, 
that  the  Linen  Trade  is  already  increafed  in  its 
Quantity,  and  improven!  exceedingly  improven! 


in 
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in  its  Qualicy,  *  even  beyond  our  utmoft  Hopes* 
VVc  now  know,  from  certain  Experience,  that  this 

G  Trade 


*  The  Linen  Aft  ot  Parliament  commenced  the  firft 
November  1727 .  There  was  ftamped  for  Sale  the  firft 
Year  preceeding  firft  November  1728.  in  the  Weft, 
and  Countries  on  the  South-fide  of  the  River  of 

Yards.  Value. 

1,047,2544  L.  66850  10  04 

In  the  Countries  ;  T  T  v  '  «  r  0 

Be-north  i  ’  ,5’7  3  ♦'  L#  *6*61  18  11 


Total  Quantity,  2,183,978  £.  103312  09  0$ 

Second  Year  preceeding  firft  November  1729. 

-  -  1,213,013  !  L.  59815  14  09 

-  -  -  2,012,142  4  54<68  04 


South, 

North, 


11 


Total, 


3>**5>i55  7  £•  ii4389  *9 


Increas'd  1729.  1,041,177  \  L.  11071  10 

Third  Year  preceeding  firft  November  1730. 
South,  -  -  -  i,597>o  11  i  L .  68777  00 

North,  -  -  *  2,218,651  L.  62485  15 


OQ 


OP. 

Oil 


III 

034 


Total,  -  -  -  3*755>622~  L.  131262  15 

Increafe,  -  -  530,50 6 1  L.  16878  16 

Fourth  Year  preceeding  firft  November  1731. 
South,  ~  -  1621,6794  L.  79477  18  044 

North,  -  -  -*2,269,934  66it8  15  10-4 


Total,  -  -  -  3,891.573  L.  145656  14 

Incieafe,  -  -  135,9104  14393  18 

Fifth  Year  preceeding  firft  November  1732; 


South,  - 
North,  - 

Total,  - 

Xncreafej 


1*75 1 *038  4 
“  -*>693>794t 

•  -  4,384  832  ~ 

:  •  499*459  i 


L . 


86566 
Si  755 


17 

n 


03  * 

09? 

7 i 

°3? 


£>•168322 

22666 


>4 

00 


10 1 
07  4 
This 
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Trade  (hall  turn  to  Account,  and  to  a  very  grea 
Account;  that  it  is  the  only  Branch  of  Bufinefs 
that  can  imploy  all  our  Hands  profitably,  and  a 
Bufinefs  that  can  never  be  overftock'd.  But  before 
I  enter  upon  a  particular  Detail  of  the  Faults  and 
Defects  it  [fill  labours  under,  and  of  the  proper  Me¬ 
thods  to  cure  ana  amend  them,  I  fhall  beg  Leave  to 
take  a  fhort  View  of  the  State  of  our  Trade,  and 
our  other  Manufactures  as  they  are  at  prefent,  to 
the  end  every  one  may  judge,  with  the  greater 
Accuracy  and  ExaCt nefs,  what  Branches  of  Bu- 
finels  already  are,  or  are  liable  to  be  overftock’d, 
what  Kinds  of  Trade  or  Manufacture  ought  to 
be  dropt  and  difufed,  as  unprofitable  to  the 
Country,  and  how  much  it  imports  us  that  all 
our  idle  Hands  fhould  be  bred  up  to,  and  im- 
jployed  in  the  Linen  Trade,  upon  which  chiefly 
the  Happinefs  and  Profperity  of  this  Nation  de¬ 
pends. 


T  o 


.  * 

This  is  befides  Cloth  made  for  private  Ufe,  of  which 
large  Quantities  of  high  pric’d  Cloth  for  Shirting 
have  been  lately  made  fince  the  Commencement  ot 
this  A£t.  The  Values  are  taken  up  by  the  Stamp- 
matters  at  the  lowed  Ettimate. 

Increafed  in  five  Years,  in  confequence  of  the  Exe¬ 
cution  of  this  A£l  of  Parliament,  and  the  frnaU  En¬ 
couragements  in  Quantity,  -  -  2,200,854-  Yards, 

in  Value,  -  -  L,  65,010  5  2 
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To  Norway  we  fend  out  as  much  malted 
Barley  and  other  Grain,  as  very  near  anfwers 
all  our  Demands  for  the  bulky  Trade  brought 
from  thence.  When  our  Coaft-fifhing  is  fucce  fs- 
ful,  our  white  Herrings,  Mud-fifh,  dried  Cod 
and  Ling,  Home-made  Salt,  and  a  few  coarfe 
Woollins  exported,  are  equal  in  Value  to  all 
our  Demands  from  the  Baltick ,  Hamburgh  and 
Bremen .  Formerly  we  brought  from  Holland 
feveral  Kinds  of  Goods  to  a  very  great  Value5 
but  now  we  are  ferved  with  mo  ft  of  tfaofe  Goods 
from  London  •  and  of  late  we  begin  to  fave  a 
very  heavy  Article  (I  may  fay  now,  intirely)  of 
fine  Linen  which  we  have  of  our  own  Manu¬ 
facture  fince  the  late  Improvement  :  And  if  the 
Cambrick  Manufacture  goes  on  as  it  promifes, 
we  fhall  foon  be  able  to  furnifh  ourfelves  alfo 
with  that  Commodity.  The  moil  valuable  Goods 
now  brought  from  thence,  are  Velvets,  Bon- 
lace,  and  Cambricks,  and  fome  Indian  Goods, 
which  are  moftly  imported  in  the  Smuggling- way. 
To  anfwer  thefe  Demands,  we  fend  out  fmelted 
Lead,  Lead-oar,  and  fome  coarfe  woollen  Goods, 
but,  by  the  Courfe  of  our  Exchange  to  Holland , 
the  Balance  of  that  Trade  feems  ftill  to  be  a- 
gainft  us, 

G  2  T  n  e 
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The  French  Trade  is  intirely  againft  us.  The 
Wines  we  bring  from  the  Bay,  and  the  pernici¬ 
ous  Article  of  Brandies  (which,  to  the  Shame 
of  every  honeft  Man  who  can  prevent  it,  be  it 
fpokcn,  are  all  imported  in  the  Smuggling-way) 
are  of  a  great  Value ;  to  pay  thefe,  they  take 
nothing  from  us,  but  a  little  Lead,  fait  Salmon, 
and  very  rarely  Wheat,  when  Grain  bears  a 
Price  in  France ;  but  as  the  Money  to  pay  the 
Balance  of  this  Trade,  is  remitted  by  Bills  of  Ex¬ 
change  from  London,  it  may  be  confide  red  as  an 
Article  of  our  Trade  with  England.  Our  De¬ 
mands  from  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  are  of  fmall  Value.  Our  dried  Cod  H(h, 

coarfc  Serges,  and  the  Profits  gained  by  Freights 

of  a  few  Ships,  we  have  commonly  imployed 
on  Freight  in  thofe  Seas,  arc  near  equal  in  Value 
to  all  the  Goods  we  bring  from  thence.  The 
Trade  to  the  Coafts  of  Guinea  is  a  great  Benefit 
to  the  Nation,  but  it  is  attended  with  many 
Risks,  and,  as  the  private  Adventurers  are  rarely 
Gainers  by  it,  we  have  but  a  few  Ships  imploy¬ 
ed  in  that  Trade. 

W  e  are  Gainers  by  our  Trade  to  the  Planta¬ 
tions;  for  all  the  Goods  we  bring  from  thence, 
for  Homc-confumpc,  are  not  equal  in  Value  to 

our 
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our  own  manufactured  Goods  we  fend  out. 
England  (hares  with  us  the  Profits  of  this  Trade, 
becaufe  a  Part  of  every  Cargo  fent  from  hence 
to  the  Plantations,  confifts  of  Englijh- made 
woollen  Goods,  Iron- tools,  and  Cutlery- ware. 

Our  Dealings  with  Ireland  arefcarce  worth 
mentioning.  They  buy  up  largeQuantities  of  our 
fine  Linen  Tarn  in  the  Weft,  as  do  the  Manu-  ■ 
fa&urers  of  Mancbefier  and  Kelidale,  Yarn  of  a 
coarfer  Staple  in  other  Parts,  for  Warp  to  their 
wrought  Inkles,  Fuftians  andLinfy woollies,  which 
is  a  great  Lofs  to  us  j  but  this  can  be  no  other- 
wife  prevented  than  by  the  Improvement  of  out 
own  Weavers.  When  they  work  as  well,  and  as 
cheap  as  the  Irijh ,  we  can  then  afford  to  give  as 
high  a  Price  for  our  own  Yarn  as  they  do.  We 
bring  from  Ireland  drels  d  Leather,  and  raw 
Hides,  and  Oat-meal,  when  our  own  is  above  a 
certain  Price;  but  the  Coals  we  fend  them 
on  our  own  Bottoms,  are,  at  lead,  equal  in 
Value  to  all  we  take  from  them.  But  from  Eng¬ 
land  our  Demands  arc  many,  and  of  a  very 
great  Value. 

From  England  we  are  ferved  with  broad 
Cloths  of  all  Kinds,  from  the  beft  Spanifh-vtooll 
Superfines,  to  the  lowed  pric’d  Tor  kp  ires ;  with 

”  G  3  Nor- 
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Norwich  Goods  or  ail  Kinds,  with  Silk-hofe  of 
all  Kinds,  and  large  Parcels  of  fine  woollen 
Kofc  ;  with  Silks  and  Silk-ftufis  of  ail  Kinds  and 
Prices,- Mohair-goods,  Cotton-goods,  fine  Hats, 
Gold  and  Silver  Laces,  and  Twill,  with  all  the 
Toy-trade,  Pools,  and  all  Sorts  of  Iron-mongers 
Ware,  and  Cutlery-ware,  Drinking-glalfis  and 
Mirrors,  and  fine  Furniture  of  various  Kinds ; 

Indian  Goods  that  pay  Duty  at  the  Port  of  Lon¬ 
don,  of  all  Sor  s,  with  many  other  Goods  of 
leiie,  V  alue,  all  for  Home-confumpt,  which  to 
enumerate  would  he  endkfs.  To  all  this  we  have 
to  a«d  anotuer  very  heavy  Article  againfl  us 
m  the  Balance  of  our  Trade  with  London,  out 
Expence  there;  that  the  Perfons  of  Quality 
who  have  the  Tit  ElPates  here,  live  for  the  moll 
Part  at  Loudon,  and  have  all  their  Rents  fent 
•  thither  in  Specie,  or  by  Bills  of  Exchange  ;  and 
are  there  confirmed.  Ail  our  Trade  then/ may 
be  Paid  to  center  at  the  Port  of  London  ;  and  if 
we  can  balance  our  Accounts  with  England,  we 
ate  Gainers  by  Trade;  but  if  all  the  Goods  v/l 
a>.c  mne  to  >ena  to  England,  do  not  come  up  to 
tm  \  a  an.  of  tiiefe  Demands  they  have  upon  us 
we  arc  Lokrs  by  Ttade  nationally. 

i  he  firlc  Article  we  have  to  anfwer  all  thefc 
Demands,  connks  ot  Product,  namely,  our  black 

Cattle 
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Cattle  and  Sheep,  and  fome  of  our  Wooll,  when 
the  woollen  Trade  in  England  is  quick.  This 
Article  cannot  be  well  incveafed  ,•  lor  we  can¬ 
not  fell  a  greater  Number  of  Cattle  or  Sheep, 
than  thofe  breeding  Countries  can  feed  and 
fpare ;  and  their  Value,  like  other  Commo¬ 
dities,  depends  on  the  Demand.  Were  in¬ 
deed  our  low  Grounds  all  inclofed,  and  more  of 
them  turned  into  Grafs,  our  Numbers  ot  black 
Cattle  might  be  increafed,  and  we  might  fell  a 
much  greater  Number  than  we  do  now,  and 
thofe  too  of  a  better  Size  and  higher  Price,  which 
would  certainly  turn  to  a  better  Account  than 
Grain,  fince  we  find  England  has  rarely  any  De¬ 
mand  for  Grain.  We  fend  alfo  to  England 
Sheep-skins,  drefs’d  and  undrefs’d,  Tallow,  Eggs, 
frefn  Salmon,  Lobfters,  and  fuch  like  Commo¬ 
dities  of  mean  Value.  But  Produd  is  not  to  be 
relied  on  as  an  Article  for  Trade  ;  in  this  Refpeft 
it  increafes  raoft  by  Depopulation  :  When  the 
Grounds  of  a  Country  are  turned  into  Pafture, 
and  few  People  to  confume  the  Beads  that  are 
bred  and  fed  on  them,  or  to  life  the  Manufactures, 
or  other  Commodities  of  foreign  Nations ;  a 
Nation  thus  thinly  inhabited,  may  balance  its 
fmall  Demands  from  other  Countries  with  its 
ProduQ:,  :  ■ 

1  <sL 
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I  s  not  the  great  Exportation  of  Grain  from 
the  Levant ,  and  Coafts  ot  Barbary,  more  owine 
to  the  Want  of  People  to  confumc  it,  than  to 

,,1C  >  fm  IC^  °^r^c  Soil?  But  a  Country  well 
iioclc  d  with  People,  who  live  comfortably  by 

their  Induftry  and  Labour,  will  confume  all  its 
own  Product  ;  and  if  that  is  inefficient,  they 
Can  afford  to  purchafc  Provisions  from  other  Na¬ 
tions.  The  Product  of  Holland  is  not  efficient 
to  maintain  its  Inhabitants  fix  Months  ot  the 

Icar,-  and  yet  they  arc  plentifully  provided  with 
*11  the  Necelfaries  of  Life. 


England  abounds  with  Provifions  of  all  Sorts : 
And  was  our  Country  as  populous,  in  Proporti¬ 
on  to  its  Extent  and  Quality  of  the  Soil,  and 
our  People  as  induftrious  and  well  imployed  as 
the  Enghfh  are,  we  ffiould  confume,  and  be 
able  to  pay  as  good  a  Price  for  our  own  Product 
as  they  do.  Our  chief  Care  then  ought  to  be, 
to  advance,  by  proper  Encouragements,  the  Ma¬ 
nufacture  of  thofe  Goods  which  fell  in  England 
)vith  1  rofit,  to  increafe  their  Quantity,  and  to 
improve  them  in  their  Quality  and  Goodnefs 
which  will  advance  their  Price:  Or,  which  is 
the  lame  Thing,  to  promote  the  Manufacture  of 

thofe 
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thofe  Goods  now  made  at  Home  (which  wc 
have  from  England  in  great  Quantities)  if  they 
may  be  made  cheaper  here  than  they  can  be 
bought  in  England:  For  fo  much  as  the  Quan¬ 
tities  of  thefe  are  increafed,  fo  far  are  our  De¬ 
mands  from  England  dirninifhed.  To  begin 
then  with  woollen  Goods, 

.  .  ■  -  t  r 


At  Kilmarnock  are  made  of  our  own  Wool!, 
low-pricM  Serges,  known  by  the  Name  of  that 
Place  where  they  are  made.  Thefe  are  partly  for 
Home-confumpt,  and  partly  for  the  Markets  of 
Holland:  And*  by  the  Help  of  a  little  Care  and 
Encouragement,  burying  Crapes,  at  leail  thofe 
of  a  low  Price,  might  alfo  be  made  there  for 
Home-confumpt. —  At  Stirling  and  its  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  large  Quantities  of  Serges  are  made, 
and  feveral  other  low-pric’d  woollen  Goods  for 
Furniture,  all  for  Home-confumpt,  and  rather 
cheaper  than  fuch  Goods  can  be  parch  a  fed  in 
England.  This  Bufinefs,  by  the  Care  and  Vi¬ 
gilance  ol  the  Juftices  of  Peace  in  thofe  Parts, 
is  much  improven  of  late.  At  Aberdeeny  and 
Countries  adjacent,  large  Quantities  of  our  own 
coarfe  tarred  Wooll  are  manufactured  into  coarfe 
Serges,  called  Fingramsy  and  knit  Stockings  of 
all  Prices.  Some  of  thefe  Goods  are  confumed  at 

Horae., 
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Horae,  Pome  of  them  exported  to  Holland ,  and 
fomc  oi  them  fold  at  London,  and  from  thence  are 
exported  to  foreign  Parts.  At  Edinburgh ,  fine 
Shalloons  are  made  of  our  beft  Wool],  for  Home- 
confumpt,  and  cheaper  than  they  can  be  had  in 
England.  At  Mufleburgb  there  is  a  confide- 
rable  Manufacture  of  low-pric’d  narrow  Goods, 
Irom  thence  called  Muflsburgh-h uffs,  for  Home- 
coniumpt,  and  Export  to  the  Plantations ;  but 
thefe  are  now  fallen  fo  low  in  the  Price,  that  the 
Makers  can  fcarce  get  their  Bread  by  them.  At 
Gallowjbiels  are  .  made  a  few  coarfe  Kerfeys, 
called  G a llow [Jot els  Grays,  for  Home-confumpt  j 
and  was  their  Wooll  better  foribled,  their  Goods 
more  milled,  and  better  drefled,  they  might 
ferve  in  place  of  the  loweft-pric’d  Tork-ihires, 
for  Country-wear,  to  ordinary  People,  and  Day- 
labourers.  At  Kirkcudbright,  Hawick,  Mony- 
gaff,  and  other  Places  near  the  Wooll- countries 
feveral  Packs  of  tarred  Wooll  have  been  walhed 
and  cleaned,  and  fome  of  it  Ported  and  combed, 
fpun,  and  wrought  up  into  Blankets,  and  other 
coarfe  Goods,  by  private  Hands,  for  their  own 
Ufe ;  all  done  by  the  Help  of  publick  Encourage¬ 
ment,  to  advance  the  Price  of  Wooll  in  thofe 

■Mt  >  l  ’  ’  r  *  4 

Parts,  but  as  yet  to  little  or  no  Purpofe, 

Th* 
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The  Gentlemen  who  procured  a  publiclc 
Fund  for  encouraging  the  Manufacture  of  our 
coarfe  Wooll,  feem  to  have  been  Strangers  to  the 
Bufinefs,  when  they  adje&cd  this  Condition,  to 
limit  the  Encouragement  to  thofe  Counties 
where  the  Wooll  is  produced;  the  Confumption 
of  that  Wooll  can  only  be  made  by  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  its  Manufacture,  in  thofe  Places 
already  mentioned,  where  it  now  is,  and  where 
it  has  been  carried  on  for  many  Ages ;  for  in  the 
Wood-countries  there  are  not  Hands  for  Manu¬ 
facture.— A  Farmer  or  Store-mafter,  as  they 
are  called  in  thofe  Grounds  for  Sheep-walk,  who 
pays  200  /.  a  Year  of  Rent,  has  no  more  People 
in  his  Family,  befides  himfelf,  Wife  and  Children, 
than  three  or  four  Herds,  and  as  many  Maid- 
fervants  for  milking  his  Ews,  and  doing  his 
other  neceflary  Work.  Ail  that  can  be  propofed 
there,  is  to  clean  and  wafh  their  Wooll,  and  to 
fend  it  to  the  Market  fbrted ;  and  in  this  they 
will  fave  a  great  Deal  of  Carriage. 

One  Branch  of  our  woollen  Manufacture 
ought  to  be  altered,  and  that  is  our  Bed- 
blankets.  We  have  always  been  in  ufe  to  furnifli 
our  felves  with  thefe  ;  but  we  fpin  them  a  great: 
deal  too  fine,  and  make  them  after  the  Manner 

of 
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of  fine  Kerfcys  ;  they  confume  little  Wooll,  and* 
as  they  require  much  Manufacture,  they  become 
dear,  and  before  one  is  fufficicntly  warm,  he  i$ 
loaded  by  their  Weight.  One  Effect  of  this  is, 
that  of  late  feveral  People  have  furnilhrd  them- 
felves  with  Englijh  Blankets,  becaufc  they  are 
both  warm  and  light,  and  as  they  require 
little  Work,  they  become  cheaper.  Tnefc  are 
fpun  loofe  and  thick,  very  (lightly  woven,  but 
well  mill’d,  and  then  the  Wooll  on  both  Sides 
is  well  raifed  by  Taflels.  They  do  not  wear 
near  fo  long  as  ours,  for  when  the  Wooll  is 
worn  of,  they  are  good  for  nothing  ;  but  then 
two  Pair  of  them  will  ferve  in  place  of  three 
Pair  of  ours;  and  as  they  are  lower  in  the  Price, 
one  may  be  ferved  as  cheap  in  the  main  with 
them,  as  with  ours  ;  and  the  oftner  the  Ufcc 
goes  to  the  Market,  the  greater  is  the  Con- 
fumption  of  Wooll.  This  Manufacture  require* 
few  Hands,  and  is  foon  underftood  :  And 
where-ever  there  is  a  Conveniency  of  a  River 
for  Tuck-mills  near  the  Wooll-countries,  they 
may  be  made. 

As  for  the  Manufacture  of  broad  Cloth,  that 
confifts  of  fo  many  Parts,  that  we  cannot  carry 
it  on  without  evident  Lofs.  Firfi.  Wc  have  no 

fuch 
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fuch  Thing  as  an  Wooll-ftapler *  *  in  the  Country, 
which  lays  the  Clothier  under  a  Neceffity  to 
buy  his  Wooll  in  the  Fleece  ;  and  unlefs  he  work 
up  all  the  Sorts  himfelf,  (which  no  Clothier 
can  do  without  great  Lofs)  he  muft  lofe  by  thofe 
Sorts  he  does  not  ufe.  The  wafhing,  cleaning> 
and  drying  of  Wooll,  by  beating  it  on  the  Flecks, 
we  underftand  pretty  well ;  but  we  neither  dye 
Wooll  lo  well,  nor  fo  cheap,  as  the  Englijh  do  ; 
and  we  have  but  few  Scriblers,  who  underftand 
the  clofe  mixing  of  Wooll  on  the  Cards  for 
Medleys.  Our  Women  arc  all  bred  to  fpin 
Linen  Yarn,  and  are  not  fo  fit  to  fpin  Woollen, 
efpccially  carded  Wooll  for  Cloth,  which  no 
one  can  do  to  Purpofe,  who  is  not  conftantly 
imploycd  at  it.  We  underftand  the  picking  of 
Cloth,  and  the  thickning  of  it  at  the  Mill,  pretty 
well ;  but  we  are  not  fo  adroit  at  the  taftUling  it 
on  the  dubbing  Boards,  and  are  at  a  Lofs  that 
we  have  no  Taffels  of  our  own  Growth  fit  tor 
this  Work,  but  are  obliged  to  bring  them  from 

England 

\  I  i 
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*  The  WooIl*ftapler  buys  up  the  Woell  in  the  Fleece,, 
and  divides  it  into  Sorts,  and  keeps  his  ‘Ware-houfes  in 
thofe  Towns  where  the  Manufa&ure  of  bread  Cloth  is 
carried  on:  Every  iClothier  confines  himfelf  to  the 
making  of  Goods  of  one  Staple,  and,  as  he  has  Occafion, 
buys  from  the  Wooli-ftapler  the  particular  Sort  of 
vWooii  he  deal*  in* 
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England  in  large  Quantities  to  ly  by  us,  as  we 
have  Occafion  to  ufe  them.  The  moll  curious 
and  difficult  Operation  ot'  the  whole,  is  the 
cutting  on  the  Shear-board,  and  finifhins  in 
the  hot  Prefs.  We  have  no  Shearmen  of  our 
own,  that  underftand  theit  Bufinefs  to  Perfection, 
and  as  few  Preffinen,  and  mufl  bring  our  Prefs- 
papers  from  England ;  and  the  Profits  of  the 
■whole  Manufacture  depend  upon  the  clofe  and 
equal  cutting  from  End  to  End,  and  upon  pro¬ 
per  and  clean  Papers  for  every  Staple  o  Cloth, 
and  a  juft  Degree  of  Heat  and  Preflure  in  the  hot 
Prefs,  neither  too  much,  nor  too  little  of  either. 

The  Englijh  have  been  long  Mafters  of  the 
woollen  Trade,  their  Clothiers  and  Piece -buyers 
are  Men  of  Stocks  able  to  carry  it  on,  to  keep 
their  Goods  upon  Hand  until  a  Market  offers, 
to  fell  them  at  reafonable  Rates,  and  upon  long 
Time.  England  is  fufficiently  flock’d,  nay,  one 
may  fay,  over-ftock’d  with  the  beft  of  Work¬ 
men  in  every  Branch  of  the  woollen  Trade  ;  and 
no  Country  can  fueled,  fo  as  to  be  «reat 
Gainers  by  any  Manufacture, until  it  is  fufficiently 
ftockt  with  good  Manufactures,  that  their  Wages 
may  be  brought  low  enough,  to  enable  them  to 
nhderfel  their  Neighbours  in  that  Commodity 
f.t  a  foreign  Market :  Whereas  we  have  no  Stocks 

equal 
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equal  to  fo  great  an  Undertaking,  we  rauft 
alfo  be  at  the  Expence  to  bring  from  England 
Workmen  for  feveral  Branches,  and  to  pay  them 
higher  Wages  than  they  get  at  home  ;  and  we 
cannot  expert  to  get  their  befl  Workmen.  Thefc9 
and  many  other  Difficulties  already  hinted  at, 
not  eafily  to  be  conquered,  render  it  abfolutely 
Impoffible  for  us  to  fucceed  in  the  woollen 'I  rade, 
atleaft,  in  broad  Cloth,  Druggets,  fine  Kerfeys, 
and  the  woollen  Goods  of  JSorwich  ;  nor  is  this 
any  Lofs  to  us,  fince  we  have  a  Staple- manu¬ 
facture  of  our  own,  at  leaftmay  have  the  Linen, 
in  which  the  EngUfh  deal  not.  They  are  too 
wife  to  encourage,  any  Manufacture  in  the 
weaving  Way,  that  might  interfere  with  their 
great  Staple  the  Woollen  :  And  we  fhould  learn 
of  them  to  difeourage  every  Trade  that  may 
interfere  with,  or  hinder  the  Progrefs  of  our  only 
Staple. 

W  e  may  then  reafonably  fuppofe,  on  the 
loweft  Computation,  that  we  can  buy  (and, 
from  daily  Experience,  we  know  it  to  be  fo) 
thofe  woollen  Goods  io  and  15  per  Cent. cheaper 
in  England,  than  we  can  make  them  at  home  ; 
and  if  we  can  make  Linen  Cloth,  and  fell  it  in 
England  from  5  to  10  per  Cent.  Profit,  and  pur- 

chafe,  in  Exchange  for  it,  woollen  Goods  10  and 
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i  j  per  Cent,  cheaper  than  we  can  make  them  at 
home,  then  are  we  Gainers  by  this  Trade  from 
ij  to  20  per  Cent,  and  of  confequence,  fo  many 
Hands  as  are  imployed  in  the  Woollen,  who 
might  be  imployed  in  the  Linen,  juft  fo  much 
does  the  Country  lofe  by  their  Labour. 

What  puts  this  Pofition  (of  itfelf fufficiently 
evident)  beyond  all'  Queltion,  was  the  Experi¬ 
ment  we  made  of  a  Manufa&ory  of  broad  Cloths 
at  Newmills,  near  Haddingtonn,  before  the 
Union;  As  good  Superfincs  were  there  made, 
as  ever  were  made  in  England  •  but  by  reafon 
of  the  Difadvantages  we  laboured  under  in  this 
Trade,  already  mentioned,  the  Dealer  paid  for 
them  25  per  Cent,  more  than  he  could  have 
bought  them  for  in  England.  As  this  Trade 
was  carried  on  by  a  Company,  no  doubt  their 
Lofs  was  greater,  than  if  it  had  been  carried  on 
by  private  Hands  ;  but  if  10  per  Cent,  is  allowed 
for  Management,  and  that  is  a  great  Deal  more 
than  any  Bufinefs  c&n  bear,  the  Trade  was  {fill 
unprofitable,  tho  it  had  been  carried  on  by 
private  Hands,  and  a  great  Lofs  to  the  Country, 
Englifh  made  Cloths  were  counterband  ;  but 
as  all  the  Cloths  we  could  make  our  felves  bore 
no  Proportion  to  our  Confumption,  great  Quanti¬ 
ties  of  Englijb  Cloths  were  clandeftinely  imported ; 

for 
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for  the  great  Profits  the  Dealers  made  then  by 
them,  was  fufficient  to  anfwer  their  Risk  of  Con- 

fifcation,  if  taken. 

W  e  had,  at  the  fame  Time,  a  Manufactory 
for  Silk -goods,  which  was  managed  in  the  fame 
Way;  thofe  who  had  the  Monopoly  of  Silks 
could  anfwer  but  a  fmall  Part  of  our  Demands, 
and  they  themfelves,  and  others  by  them  con¬ 
nived  at,  with  whom  they  fhared  the  Profits, 
brought  in  Silk-goods  from  England  and  Hol¬ 
land,  and  fold  them  as  their  own  Manufacture, 
upon  which  they  were  Lofers.  The  Effect  of 
all  this  was,  that  England  would  take  none  of 
our  Linen  ;  and  while  we  were  thus,  with  the 
utmoft  Indifcretion,  pufhing  an  unprofitable 
Trade  up  Hill  at  a  great  Lofs,  we  were  deltroy- 
ing  a  moft  valuable  Manufactory,  our  Linen t 
•which  we  might  have  carried  on  to  Advantage. 
We  alfo  fet  up  a  pubiick  Manufacture  of  fine 
Linen  at  Ggrfiorpbine,  to  prevent  the  Importation 
of  Dutch  Linen  ;  and  thus  attempting  to  do 
every  Thing  at  once,  (as  if  Manufacture  was 
the  Work  of  a  Day,  or  an  ACt  of  Parliament 

fufficient  to  bring  it  to  Perfection)  we  failed  in 
every  Thing;  and  like,  the  Dog  in  the  Fable, 
Grafting  at  many  Shadows ,  we  left  cm  real 
Subfiance. 

H  About 


T'be  Inter ejl  of 


114 

About  this  Time  a  Linen  Manufacture  was 
fet  a  Foot  in  the  Counties  of  Dorfet  and  Devon : 
But  after  the  Treaty  of  Refwick,  French  Linen 
was  run  in  upon  thofe  Parts,  fo  cheap,  that  this 
ProjeCt  fail’d,  which  was  indeed  ill-laid,  thefe 
Counties  being  fo  near  the  woollen  Trade  ;  for 
the  interfering  of  Manufactures  is  dangerous. 
But  the  Caufes  of  thefe  hafty  Refolutions,  and 
ill-digefted  ProjeCts  are  now  over  for  ever. 
We  are  now  united  with  England and  are  both 
become  one  and  the  fame  Nation,  whofe  com¬ 
mon  Freedom  and  Independency  is  maintained 
and  defended  from  foreign  Invafion  and  Encroach¬ 
ments,  by  the  Vigilance  and  Care  ol  the  fame 
Adminifiration,  and  the  joynt  Power  of  both 
in  Proportion  to  our  feveral  Abilities:  And  our 
Properties,  and  the  Enjoyment  of  our  Liberties 
in  Things  civil  and  facred,  is  fecured  to  us  by 
the  fame  Laws.  We  have  equally  Accefs  to  the 
fame  Legifiature  for  the  Redrefs  of  Grievances, 
for  fupplying  the  DefeCts  of  any  Law,  for  re¬ 
pealing  thofe  that  may  be  hurtful  or  ufelefs 
and  for  rectifying  what  may  be  arnifs  or  prejudi¬ 
cial  to  any  Branch  of  Bufinefs,  or  to  the  com¬ 
mon  Interefts  of  the  whole.  In  a  Nation  fo 
populous  and  extenllve  as  this  Ifiand  of  Britain 
is.  Branches  of  Bufinefs  might  be  carried  on  in 

different 
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different  Parts,  which  might  lay  a  Foundation 
for  Divifion  and  Strife,  thro'  an  interfering  of 
different  Intertfts :  But  it  is  happily  otherwife 
with  us  ;  it  is  no  lefs  the  Intereft  of  England  to 
promote  and  advance  the  Linen  Manufacture  of 
Scotland ,  than  it  is  our  Interelt  to  encourage,  by 

our  Confumption,  &c.'  the  woollen  Manufacture 
q{  England . 

England  is  now  ferved  with  fine  Linen  from 
Holland ,  and  Countries  adjacent  to  it,  and  with 
Cambricks,  and  other  Sorts  of  Linen  from  Holland 
and  France ;  and  the  Balance  of  Trade  with 
both  thofe  Countries  is  againft  England .  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  Bntijh  Plantations  arc  ferved  with 
great  Quantities  of  middling  and  low-priVd 
Linen  of  divers  Sorts,  from  Stlejlay  and  other 
Parts  in  the  upper  and  lower  Circle  of  Saxony . 
Formerly  thofe  Countries  took  large  Quantities 
of  woollen  Goods  from  England ,  and  then  that 
Trade  was  profitable  to  England ;  but  now 
they  have  Manufactures  of  Woollen,  in  feveral 
Places,  of  their  own,  which  ferves  a  great  Part 
of  their  Confumpt  of  low-priced  Cloths,  and 
leffens  their  Demands  for  woollen  Goods  from 
England ,  whereby  the  Balance  of  Trade  with 
them  is  now  againft  us. 


vi: 
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The  Balance  of  Trade  betwixt  England  and 
Scotland ,  and  England  and  Ireland ,  is  on  the 
Enghjh  Side ;  and  fo  far  as  England  and  the 
Plantations  can  be  ferved  with  Linen  from. 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  inftead  of  Holland,  France, 
Germany  and  Raffia,  fo  far  is  England  a  Gainer, 
by  this  Change,  in  the  Courfe  of  Trade.  The 
more  Linen  we  can  fell  in  England,  the  more 
woollen  Goods  we  can  purebafe  in  England ; 
and  it  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed,  that  our 
Demands  from  England  will  always  incrcafe  in 
Proportion  to  the  Increafc  of  our  People  and 
Linen  Manufacture.  It  is  then  evidently  the 
Intereft  of  England  to  promote  and  advance 
the  Manufacture  of  Linen  in  Scotland,  and  to 
give  us  all  reafonable  Advantages  in  the  Trade, 
in  Preference  to  Foreigners,  where  the  Balance  of 
Trade  is  againft  us ;  and  this  feems  to  be  the 
Senfe  of  the  Nation,  fince  all  foreign  Linen  for 
Home-confumpt  pays  a  Duty. 

Foreign  Linen,  indeed,  exported  to  the 
Britifh  Plantations,  draws  back  the  whole  Duty 
to  a  Trifle  ;  and  this  was  a  neceflary  Meafure, 
when  our  Linen-trade  was  reduced  to  fo  low  an 
Ebb,  and  the  Iri(]o  Manufacture  but  in  its  In¬ 
fancy  ;  fo  that  neither  of  us  were  able  to  furni/h 
them  with  any  large  Quantity  :  But  now  that 

we 
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wc  have,  in  fome  Meafure,  retrieved  that  Branch, 
and  that  the  IriJIo,  as  well  as  we,  are  daily  in- 
creafing  our  Quantities  of  Linen  Goods,  we 
ought  to  have  all  the  Advantages  in  the  Trade  ; 
that  the  Intereft  of  England ,  as  well  as  the 
Interefts  of  this  Part  of  the  united  Kingdom  and 
of  Ireland,  plainly  requires.  This  may  be  done, 
if  all  foreign  Linen,  when  exported  to  the  Plan¬ 
tations,  fhould  be  allowed  to  draw  back  only 
one  Half  of  the  Duty  it  pays  on  Importation, 
or  fuch  a  Proportion  of  it,  as  may  be  thought 
reafonable,  to  give  us  a  Preference  in  the  Trade. 


W  e  are  alfo  much  abufed,  and  the  Publick 
no  lefs  fo,  by  the  clandeftine  Importation  of  fine 
Linen  and  Cambricks,  without  Payment  of 
Duties,  which  might  be  eafily  prevented  thus- 
That  every  Piece  of  fuch  Goods,  when  the  Duty 
is  paid,  fhould  receive  a  Stamp  at  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  where  they  were  entred,  on  each  End  of 
the  Piece  ;  and  where-ever  fuch  Goods  are  found 
without  this  Duty-ftamp,  or  the  Britijh  or  Irifh 
Stamps,  appointed  by  Law  to  be  put  on  all 
home-made  Goods,  they  may  be  feized  and 
confifcated. 


Ofnaburgs ,  and  other  low-pric’d  foreign 
Goods  of  that  Kind,  ufed  in  England  for  tillat- 
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ing,  lining  of  Furniture,  and  fuch  Ufes,  ought 
likewife  to  be  fubje&ed  to  a  Duty  not  to  be 
drawn  back  on  Exportation,  to  encourage  out 
Manufa&ure  of  that  Commodity,  whereof  we 
make  very  large  Quantities  in  Angus  ;  and  it  is  a 
Trade  that  imploys  a  great  Number  of  Hands. 

The  former  Experiences  we  have  had  of  the 
Care  and  Tendernefs  of  a  Britifh  Parliament, 
for  the  common  Interefts  of  every  Part  of  the 
united  Kingdom,  give  us  good  Ground  to  hope 
for  thefe  reafonable  Encouragements,  in  this 
Trade,  that  depend  on  the  Legiflature.  It  is 
therefore  moft  humbly  fubinitted  to  our  Rtpre- 
fentatives  in  Parliament,  to  put  thefe  Matters  in 
a  juft  Light,  and  to  prepare  a  proper  Applica-  ' 
tion,  in  due  Form,  for  that  Purpofe ;  but  the 
great  Encouragement  depends  upon  our  felvcs, 
viZ.  to  increafe  the  Quantity  of  our  Linen 
Goods,  and  to  improve  them  in  Goodnefs.  But 
before  I  enter  upon  the  Faults  and  Defe&s  in 
the  Manufacture  of  our  Linen,  Iihall,  as  I  pro- 
pofed,  go  on,  in  few  Words,  to  our  other  Ma¬ 
nufactures. 

W  e  fee  plainly  how  far  our  Woollen  may 
and  ought  to  be  encouraged,  and  what 
Tranches  of  it  ought  to  be  given  up  as  a  Lofs  to 
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the  Country.  All  our  other  home-made  Goods 
are  modly  for  Home-confumpt,  and  are  all  made 
in  England ,  fully  better,  and  fold  cheaper  than 
here,  which  muft  be  owing  to  the  fuperior  Skill 
and  Diligence  of  their  rradefmen,  fince  Living 
is  eafier  here  than  in  mod  Places  oi  England . 

Iris  the  Xntered  of .  every  Community,  that 
every  Art  pradtifed  in  it  fhould  be  improven  to 
the  utmod  Perfection;  and  the  Livelyhood  of 
the  Artificer  himfelf  depends  upon  his  Knowledge 
of  his  T^ade,  and  upon  his  Diligence  in  his 
Application  to  it.  When  any  Branch  of  Bufi- 
nefs  is  overftockt,  the  bad  Tradefmen  feel  the 
Eftedts  of  it  fird  ;  but  a  good  and  diligent  Work¬ 
man  will  always  get  his  Bread  at  home  or 
abroad. 

The  readied  Way  to  improve  our  Tradef- 

« 

men, is,  that  when  they  have  ferved  an  Apprentice- 
fhip  here,  they  fhould  go  to  England  and  work, 
for  feme  Years,  with  the  bed  Maders  and  neated 
handed  Workmen ;  and  when  they  are  perfect 
Maders  of  their  Trade,  if  there  is  as  good  En¬ 
couragement  for  it  at  home  as  abroad,  they  will 
naturally  return  and  fettle  in  their  own  Country- 
If  all  our  fpare  and  idle  Hands  were  imployed 
in  the  Linen,  and  thereby  enabled  to  live  com- 

H  4  fortably 
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fortably  by  their  own  Labour,  and  to  brin*  m 
a  litdc  Wealth  to  the  Country,  the  Improvement 

°  our  othcr  Manufactures  might  be  fafelv  left 
to  thcmfdvcs  j  for  it  is  more  our  Intereft  to  be 
ferved  with  fevcral  Kinds  of  Goods  from  England 
fuch  as  Iron-tools,  Cutlery,  Glafs,  Toy-wares’ 
and  r hell ke,  fo  long  as  they  are  bough  cheaper 
m  England,  and  our  Linen  falls  to  Advantage 
tnere,  than  to  be  overftockt  in  any  Branch  of 

Bufinefs,  which  we  cannot  export ;  and  in  this 
our  greareit  Danger  lies. 


Trades  for  Homc-confumpt,  which  can  only 
be  followed  by  Perfons  conftantly  refiding  in  the 
Country,  fuch  as  Mafons,  Houfe  and  Ship- 
carpenters,  Slaters,  Tailors,  Gardeners,  and  the 
like,  cannot  indeed  be  wanted  :  But  in  thefc  we 
are  moft  ready  to  overltock  ;  and  when  this  hap¬ 
pens,  they  muft  go  abroad,  or  ftarve  at  home. 

Our  ordinary  People  have  been  long  in  ufe 
to  breed  their  Children  to  be  Tailors,  becaufe 
they  did  it  at  a  fmall  Expence,-  and  the  EfFeCt  of 
it  is,  that  by  far  the  greateft  Number  of  them, 
after  they  have  learned  their  Trade,  go  abroad 
for  higher  Wages.  Great  Numbers  of  thefe  leave 
the  Country  every  Year,  and  never  return,  which 
ss  a  great  Lois  to  us  :  We  are  at  the  Charge  of 

breed- 
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breeding  and  educating  them,  and  Strangers  reap 
the  Benefit  of  their  Labour,  at  our  Expence.  Of 
late  Years  we  have  bred  great  Numbers  of 
Gardeners,  who  go  abroad  in  the  fame  Way  ;  and 
many  of  our  young  Joyners,  and  other  young 
Tradefmen,  go  now  and  then  to  the  Plantations 
for  want  of  fuitable  Encouragement  at  Home. 
Were  all  thefe  fupernumerary  Tradefmen  bred  to 
be  Linen-weavers,  how  much  might  this  valuable 
Manufacture  be  increafed,  by  imploying  in  it  fo 
many  more  Hands  ? 

A  s  Manufa&ure  was  in  no  Efteem,  Men  of 
Fortune  thought  it  beneath  them  to  breed  their 
Children  to  any  Bufinefs  of  that  Sort;  and 
therefore,  fince  War  ceafed  to  be  our  chief  Trade, 
the  Profeffions  of  Law,  Phyfick,  the  Bufinefs  of 
a  foreign  Merchant,  and  Shop-keeper,  reckoned 
the  only  fuitable  Imployments  for  Perfons  of 
Birth  and  Fortune,  have  been  greatly  overftockt. 
Many  Gentlemen,  after  an  expenfive  Edu¬ 
cation,  are  obliged  to  betake  themfelves  to  ano¬ 
ther  Way  of  Life,  or,  if  they  want  Spirit  and 
Difcretion,  to  continue  in  an  idle  and  fruitlefs 
Attendance,  a  Burden  upon  their  Friends  and 
Country.  Some  young  Phyficians  go  abroad, 
and  fucceed  generally  very  well ;  and  of  four 
Surgeons  bred  in  the  Country,  three  go  abroad, 

and 
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and  of  thefe  fcarcely  one  in  Ten  returns:  For  a 

few  Men  of  Genius,  are  fufficient  to  ferve  the 
Country  in  thefe  Profeffions  of  Law  and  Phyfick, 
&'c. 

i 

Several  young  Men,  bred  to  no  Bufincfs, 
pretend  to  turn  Merchants,  and  follow  Trade 
in  the  Smuggling-way,  and  thereby  do  great 
Hurt  to  the  fair  Trader,  and  to  their  Country  ; 
and  in  the  Event  ruin  (for  the  moft  Part) 
themfelves. 

The  Bufinefs  of  a  retailing  Shop-keeper, 
whom  we  call  a  Merchant,  is  to  buy  Goods  in 

large  Quantities  from  the  Merchant,  or  the  Ma- 

% 

nufatturer,  or, by  Commiffion,  from  their  Factors, 
and  to  fell  them  out  in  fmall  Quantities  to  the 
Ufer  for  Home-confumpt.  This  Bufinefs  requires 
a  large  Stock,  and  a  clofe  and  regular  Attendance. 
When  this  Trade  is  overftock’d,  thefe  Dealers 
fuffer  greatly  by  it  ,•  they  are  obliged  to  give  too 
ample  Credit,  to  get  their  Goods  fold,  and  to 
depend  upon  their  Cuflomers  for  their  Bufinefs- 
They  are  fhy  in  calling  for  their  Money  in  due 
Time,  in  a  peremptory  Way,  left  they  offend, 
and  lofe  a  Cuftomer ;  and  thereby  they  lofe  more 
by  their  bad  Payments  than  the  Profits  of  their 

Trade 


Scotland  confidercd ,  &c.  123 

Trade  can  bear.  They  run  a  great  Risk  of  Lofles 
by  bad  Debts ;  and,  which  is  worft  of  all,  a 
Shop-keeper  cannot  give  over  without  great  Lofs, 
bccaufe  a  Shop’s  Stock  of  Goods  cannot  be  o- 
therwife  difpofed  of* 

After  the  Revolution  many  Churches  con¬ 
tinued  vacant  for  feveral  Years,  and  young  Men 
were  no  fooner  qualified  for  the  Miniflry,  than 
they  were  fure  of  a  Settlement;  and  even  too 
many  were  admitted  ( to  the  Difcredit  of  the 
Profeffion)  before  they  were  fo  well  qualified  for 
it,  as  the  Dignity  of  the  Office  requires.  Our 
Church- livings  are  but  fmall,  and  therefore  few 
People  of  Rank,  or  any  Condition,  educate  their 
Sons  for  Clergymen  ;  whereby  thefe  many  Vacan¬ 
cies  were  a  great  Temptation,  and  an  Encourage¬ 
ment  to  People  of  low  Rank  to  follow  that  Pro- 
feffion.  One  bad  Effect,  of  this  Way  of  fupply- 
ing  vacant  Churches,  to  the  Publick,  is,  that 
as  thefe  Clergymen  have  nothing  but  their  Sti¬ 
pends  to  depend  upon,  unlefs  they  are  frugal  be¬ 
yond  Meafure,  and  parfimonious  to  a  Fault ;  if 
they  have  Wives  and  Children,  thefe  muft  be 
left  indigent,  as  Burdens  upon  the  Publick. 

The  Cafe  is  now  much  altered  as  to  Va¬ 
cancies,  for,  /at  prefent,  we  are  fo  overlook'd 

with 
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wii:h  young  Clergymen,  that  one  Half  of  the 
Probationers,  who  arc  now  Candidates  for  the 
fupplying  of  Churches  as  they  fall  vacant,  can 
never,  in  Reafon,  hope  to  be  provided  for  :*  And 
yet  we  go  on  to  increafe  their  Number  in  the 
lame  Way.  Where  one  plac’d  Minifter  dies, 
at  lead  three  young  Men  are  licenfed  ;  the  Rea¬ 
fon  of  this  feems  to  be,  that  mean  People,  out  of 
Vanity,  becaufe  fome  of  their  Relations  are 
Minifters,  will  educate  a  Son  in  this  Way,  to 
pufh  him  into  a  Rank,  in  the  World,  above  his 
Birth  and  Condition :  And  to  effeftuate  this, 
all  his  Acquaintances  are  teazed  with  conftant 
Solicitation  to  procure  a  Burfary  for  this  hopeful 
Boy,  becaufe  his  Parents  are  not  able  to  give 
him  fuch  an  Education.  This  Burfary  ferves 
him  for  Bread,  and  mean  Bread  it  is,  during 
his  four  Years  Attendance  at  the  Univerfity; 
and  then  another  muff  be  procured,  to  maintain 
him  other  four  Years  at  the  Divinity  Hall.  After 
this,  and  perhaps  fooner,  they  get  into  fome 
Family  as  Chaplain,  or  Tutor  to  a  young  Gentle¬ 
man.  So  many  as  can  procure  Bufinefs  of  this 

Kind, 


♦  There  are  bat  940  benefic’d  Clergymen  in  Scot¬ 
land^  and,  at  this  Time,  the  licenfed  Preachers  exceed 
500.  and  the  Scudenrs  of  Divinity  exceed  that  Num¬ 
ber, 
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Kind,  are  in  a  fair  Way  of  Succefs  ;  but  many 
are  forced  to  take  up  with  a  private  Family,  or 
an  old  Widow  Gentlewoman,  and  ferve  her  as 
Chaplain  tor  his  Diet ;  and,  by  a  flitting  a  few 
Boys  at  publick  Schools  to  get  their  Leflons, 
pick  up  as  much  as  keep  them  in  Clothes.  What 
can  be  expefted  from  fuch  a  poor  Education, 
and  fo  low  a  Way  of  Life  ? 

The  Publick  fuffcrs  greatly  under  this  heavy 
Burden  of  fo  many  idle  and  ufelefs  Hands ;  and 
of  all  Profeflions,  an  unimployed  Clergyman  is 
the  mod  helplefs  and  ufelefs  Member  of  Society. 
The  Settlement  of  vacant  Parifhes,  ever  fince  (that 
by  this  great  overftocking  of  Clergymen)  fo  many 
competing  Candidates  appear  for  every  Vacancy, 
has  alfo  been  the  Caufe  of  much  Strife  and  De¬ 
bate  :  The  vacant  Pariflr  itfelf,  is  not  only  di¬ 
vided  and  rent  in  Pieces,  and  its  Peace  broken, 
but  the  whole  Country  is  difturb’d  with  thefe 
Settlements.  New  Dogma’s  and  Opinions  (and 
fome  have  carried  them  the  Length  of  Principles 
and  Matters  of  Confeflion)  are  ftrenuoully  main¬ 
tained,  and  the  Controverfy  on  both  Sides  fup- 
ported  with  great  Zeal,  at  leaft  with  great  Heat 
and  Aninjofity,  touching  the  Right  of  Callers, 
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Great  Art  and  Induftry  is  ufed  to  procure 
Votes ;  and  every  Art  and  Contrivance  that 
Clergymen  are  capable  of,  are  put  in  Practice,  to 
defeat  the  P  re  tendons  of  that  Candidate,  who  is 
moft  likely  to  fuceed  (if  difagreeable  to  the 
Presbytery)  to  make  Way  for  another  to  their 
Good-liking.  When  the  People  of  a  Parifh  are 
fo  unlucky  as  to  be  once  divided,  and  engaged 
in  thefe  moft  unchriftian  Difputes,  the  Vacancy 
is  rarely  fettled,  until  the  Controverfy  has  been 
tried  and  debated  in  every  Judicatory,  and  at 
laft  finally  determined  by  the  Vote  of  the  General 
Affembly  ;  and  even  then,  fome  of  the  Brethren 
have  had  the  AfTurance  ( Ifantonnefs ,  fome  call  it) 
to  dilpute  their  Authority. 

The  moft  likely  Way  to  put  an  End  to,  and 
to  prevent  the  Growth  of  thefe  Evils  (and  great 
Evils  they  are  to  the  Country)  feems  to  be;  that 
the  Patrons  of  thefe  fmall  Burfaries  fhould 
unite  two  or  three  of  them  into  one,  and  make 
them  endure  for  a  greater  Number  of  Years, 
that  they  may  be  a  fufficient  Fund  for  the  Edu¬ 
cation  of  a  Clergyman,  and  to  keep  him  at  his 
Studies  until  he  is  fufficiently  well  qualified  to 
enter  upon  the  Office  of  the  Miniftry.  Were  thefe 
Burfaries  thus  increafed  to  a  fufficient  Value, 

People 
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People  of  Condition,  who  are  able  to  give  their 
Children  reafonable  Provifions  for  the  Support 
of  a  Family,  would,  by  the  Help  of  fo  reafonable 
an  Encouragement,  educate  their  Sons  to  this 
Way ;  and  as  thefe  Burfaries  would  then  be  of 
great  Value,  and  few  in  Number,  none  but 
Men  of  Weight  and  Intereft  in  the  Country 
could  hope  to  procure  them. 

Something  of  this  Kind  could  fcarcc  fail 
of  having  the  Effed  to  circumfcribe  the  Candi¬ 
dates  for  Clergymen,  to  a  juft  Number ;  and  thefe 
would,  in  ail  Probability,  be  Men  of  an  higher 
Chara&r  than  fome  of  them  bear  at  prefent; 
and,  as  none  of  our  Livings  are  near  fo  low  as 
many  in  England  are,  Clergymen,  thus  qualified, 
would  be  well  able  to  fupport  the  Dignity  of  the 
Office. 

Thus  it  is  evident,  that  every  Profeffion,  and 
every  Trade  (except  the  Linen)  is,  and  is  very 
liable  to  be  overftock’d  in  Numbers;  but  the 
Linen  Trade,  if  duly  irnproven,  is  fufficient  to 
implov  all  our  fupernumerary  Hands,  and  can 
never  be  overftockM 

Persons  of  great  Stocks,  if  fo  far  bred  to 
the  Linen-manufadure,  as  to  know  perfedly  the 
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Quality  of  Linen-yarn,  and  all  the  Faults  and 
Detefts,  as  well  as  the  Goodnefs  of  Linen-cloth, 
may  imploy  a  Stock  to  any  Extent,  cither  in 
buying  up  of  Yarn,  and  keeping  Looms,  con- 
ftantly  imploy ed,  to  weave  Linen -cloth,  as  the 
rich  Weavers  of  Norwich  do  in  their  Goods ;  or 
in  buying  up  of  Cloth  when  made,  and  export 
it  themfelves,  or  fell  it  to  others  for  Export. 
Thefe,  may  befides  their  Ware-houfe  for  whole 
Sale,  alfo  keep  a  Retail  Shop,  for  cutting  of 
Goods  for  Home-confumpt,  fince  one  or  two 
Servants  might  take  care  of  both.  On  the  other 
Hand,  Pcrfons  of  no  Stocks,  if  bred  to  be  Linen- 
weavers,  andare  good  Workmen,  will  always  get 
their  Bread,  and  live  comfortably  by  their  Labour, 
and  never  be  put  to  the  Neceflity  of  going  abroad 
to  feek  a  Livclyhood  elfewherc 

Linen  is  a  Commodity  of  univerfal  Ufe, 
from  the  Prince  to  the  meaneft  Subjeft, 
and  a  Commodity  that  cannot  poflibly  be 
fupplanted  by  any  Thing  elfe  near  fo  commo¬ 
dious,  and  agreeable  for  thofe  Ufes  to  which  it 
is  applied.  The  Ufe  of  Indian  Cotton-cloth  has 
been  often  attempted  for  Shirting,  but  to  no 
Purpofe  ;  and  Mullins  for  Womens  Head  clothes 
and  Ruffles,  £3c.  in  place  of  Cambrick,  but 
without  Succefs.  Some  indeed  aferibe  this  to  a 

Fondnefs 
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Fondnefs  of  the  Englijb  Nation  for  French 
Fafhions;  a  Conceit  that  is  in  many  Inftances 
moft  pernicious  to  this  Ifland,  and  which  ought, 
by  all  poffible  Means,  to  be  difcouraged ;  but 
there  is  plainly  a  Subftance  and  Firmnefs  in 
Cambrick,  which  gives  it  a  Preference  to  Muflins, 
for  feveral  Ufes.  And  now  that  a  fmall  Colony 
of  good  Cambrick-weavers  are  fettled,  and  car¬ 
rying  on  that  Manufacture  to  very  good  Purpofe 
among  ourfelves  ;  we  have  great  Reafon  to  hope, 
that  in  a  few  Years  we  lhall  be  able  to  furnifh  a 
great  Part  of  our  own  Confumpt  with  that  Com¬ 
modity. 

The  Linen  Trade  of  Europe  is  at  this  TimC 
in  the  Hands  of  the  RuJJtans ,  Germans ,  Swi/s, 
Flemings,  Hollanders,  and  French  ;  and  we  can¬ 
not  fail  of  obtaining  all  Manner  of  national 
Encouragement  to  promote  the  Manufacture  of 
Home-made  Linen,  in  Preference  to  thefe 
Foreigners,  for  the  Reafons  before  obferved. 

A  Nation  may  be  drained  of  its  Wealth,  and 
undone  by  foreign  Trade,  if  it  takes  more  Goods 
from  other  Nations  for  Home-confumpt  than  it 
fends  out,  and  pays  the  Balances  in  Gold  and 
Silver  And  therefore  every  wife  and  prudent 
Adminiftration  will  watch  carefully  over  thofc 
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Branches  of  Bufincfs,  where  the  Balance  is  againft 
them,  and  encourage  thofe  Branches  of  Trade, 
where  the  Balance  is  on  their  Side. 

The  Balance  of  Trade  betwixt  England  and 
all  thofe  foreign  Linen  Countries,  is  now  againft 
England ;  and  by  reafon  of  the  high  Duties  im- 
pofed  by  them  upon  Englijh  woollen  Goods, 
and  other  Incumbrances  put  on  the  Importation 
and  Sale  ot  them  (which  in  fome  of  thofe  Parts 
is  near  equal  to  a  Prohibition)  the  Balance  of 
Trade  is  daily  growing  in  their  Favours,  becaufe 
we  neverthelefs  take  from  them  the  fame  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Linen.  It  is  high  Time  to  look  into 
the  State  of  our  Trade  to  the  North  ;  for  it  is 
moft  certainly  in  our  own  Power,  by  the  Affi- 
ftance  of  our  Feliow-fubje&s  in  our  Settlements 
in  America ,  and  by  the  Induftry  of  our  own 
People  at  Home,  (if  both  were  properly  imploy- 
ed)  to  bring  the  Balance  of  Trade  with  all  thofe 
Countries  on  our  Side ;  not  only  thofe  Lineu 
Countries,  but  alfo  with  thofe  who  ferve  us 
with  the  bulky  Trade  and  naval  Stores. 

O  ur  northern  Settlements  abound  with  Tim¬ 
ber  of  all  Sorts.  The  Planters  there  are  already 
in  the  Pra&ice  of  making  Tar  and  Pitch  of  an 
exceeding  good  Quality  •  and  if  they  were  put 

in 
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in  a  Way  to  cut  down  and  drels  their  Timber 
for  Export,  to  bring  it  to  their  Ports  and  navi¬ 
gable  Rivers,  to  be  there  lying  in  large  Parcels, 
that  Ships  might  always  find  their  Cargoes  rea¬ 
dy  without  Lofs  of  Time;  and  if  the  Boughs 
of  their  Trees  were  made  into  Charcoal,  and 
Bloomeries  ereCted  for  fmeiting  of  Iron  from  the 
Oar  and  Stone  (of  which  they  have  great  Quan¬ 
tities  in  feveral  Parts)  into  Pig-iron,  we  might 
in  Time  be  ferved  from  thence  with  thofe  Com¬ 
modities  at  eafier  Rates  than  we  can  purchafe 
them  from  Norway ,  Sweden  and  Denmark . 

Ov«.  Merchants  might  build  in  New* Eng¬ 
land,  large  Hag-boats  and  Fly  boats  from  3  to? 
600  Tons,  for  the  bulky  Trade,  which  being 
under-rigged  and  navigated  by  few  Hands,  fail 
upon  low  Freights*  If  fome  Alterations  were 
made  in  the  prefent  Laws  relating  to  the  Planta- 
'  tion  Trade,  all  the  Timber  Trade  of  our  North¬ 
ern  Colonies,  might,  by  thefe  Ships,  be  alfo  car¬ 
ried  direCtly  to  the  Ports  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
and  other  Ports  of  the  Mediterranean,  as  high 
up  as  Leghorn,  and  from  thence  to  bring  their 
Returns  directly  to  Britain ,  where  they  will  al¬ 
ways  find  a  Market  for  them,  and  then  take  in 
a  Cargo  of  our  manufactured  Goods,  for  the 
Plantation-confumpt.  The  Advantages  of  fuch 
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a  Trade  to  our  own  Subjects,  both  at  Home 
and  in  the  Plantations,  are  very  obvious. 

»A.t 

The  Soil  of  many  Parts  of  Virginia  and  Ma¬ 
ryland,  is  exceeding  rich,  and  fit  for  railing  of 
Hemp  and  Flax.  The  fame  Hands  who  how 
and  drefs  their  Tobacco  Grounds,  and  cut  and 
cure  theit  Plants,  may  be  imployed  all  the  Win¬ 
ter  in  breaking  and  dreffing  Hemp  and  Flax. 
Thefe  Commodities  being  imported  rough,  may 
be  manufa&ured  at  Home,  into  Cordage,  Sail- 
duck,  and  Linen  of  feveral  Sorts,  and  will  ferve 
fo  far  to  leflfen  our  Demands,  from  Raffia  and 
Germany,  of  thefe  Goods.  Great  Quantities  of 
Hemp  and  Flax  may  alfo  be  raifed  in  Penfil- 
•vania,  Nortb-Carolina,  and  in  feveral  other  of 
our  own  Plantations ;  and  all  fo  near  navigable 
Rivers,  that  by  faving  the  Expence  of  a  long 
Carriage  by  Land,  to  which  thefe  Commmodi- 
tics  are  liable  in  Mufcovy,  they  may  be  imported 
cheaper  than  they  can  be  had  from  thence,  and, 
poflibly  too,  of  a  better  Quality. 

The  white  Mulberry,  and  other  Mulberry 

Trees,  are  to  be  found  in  great  Plenty  in  thefe 

Provinces  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Penjil-vania, 

and  Nortb-Carolina ;  but  efpecially  in  Soutb-Ca- 

rolina,  and  our  new  Settlement  of  Georgia,  and 

grow 
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grow  in  all  thofe  Parts  exceedingly  well  and 
foon,  when  planted.  The  Situation  of  thofe 
Settlements,  with  refpeft  to  Latitude,  and  their 
Vicinity  to  the  Sea,  differs  little  from  the  coaft- 
ing  Provinces  of  China ,  India ,  Perfia ,  Coaft  of 
Turkey,  Sicily ,  Italy ,  PtO’vence,  Languedoch,  and 
coaft ing  Provinces  in  the  South  of  Spain  where 
the  belt  Silk  is  produced.  It  is  obferved,  that 
very  few  Places  are  agreeable  to  the  Silk  Worm, 
and  from  the  Experiments  already  made,  no  Part 
of  the  World  exceed  thefe  Colonies  of  ours  for 
this  Purpofe :  No  Silk  is  dearer,  more  glofl'y, 
of  a  better  Body,  nor  fitter  to  anfwer  the  Ufe 
of  fine  thrown  Silk,  which  we  have  now  from 
Italy,  than  the  fmall  Quantities  of  Silk  that  have 
been  imported  from  thence.  It  is  of  as  good  a 
Quality  as  the  beft  Silk  of  Piedmont ,  which 
yields  fo  great  a  Revenue  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
chiefly  at  our  Expence. 

The  Improvement  of  this  moft  important 
Branch  of  Bufinefs  is  of  great  Moment  to  the 
Trade  of  this  Nation,  and  may  be  eafily  done 
by  fupplying  the  Planters  in  thofe  Parts  with 
fmall  Quantities  of  Wormfeed,  of  the  beft  Breed, 
at  firft,  and  they  will  foon  multiply  and  increafe 
it  thcmfelves ;  to  fend  them  skilled  Perfons  to 
dire#  them  in  the  Way  of  bringing  out  the 

I  1  Worm, 
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Worm,  and  teach  their  Servants  and  Children  to 
gather  the  Mulberry  Leaves,  to  attend  and  feed 
the  Worms,  and  to  fupply  them  with  Bufhes 
at  the  proper  Time  when  they  begin  to  work 
out  the  Silk. 

One  skilled  Perfon,  with  the  Help  of  one 
Child  and  a  proper  Machine,  may  reel  from  the 
Cocone  -or  Silk-bag,  in  which  the  Worm  is, 
when  thrown  into  fcaldin"  Water,  near  one 
Pound  of  Silk  in  a  Day ;  fo  that  in  thefe  Coun¬ 
tries  that  abound  with  Provifions  of  all  Sorts, 
and  where  Mulberry  Trees  grow  in  fo  great 
Plenty,  Silk  may  be  had  cheaper  than  in  any 
other  Part  of  the  Univerfe. 

Several  Parts  of  thofe  Colonics  ly  in  the 
Latitude  of  Egypt ,  and  as  their  Soil,  in  fome  Pla¬ 
ces,  is  equally  fine  and  rich  with  the  Soil  of 
Egypt,  where  the  fined  Flax  in  the  World  is 
produced,  and  the  Seafon  for  preparing  of 
Ground  and  fowing  of  Lintfeed  is  over,  before 
the  Mulberry  fets  out ;  and  the  Time  of  reeling 
of  the  Silk  from  the  Worm-bag,  pad  before  the 
Hax  is  fully  ripe;  the  fame  Hands  that  arc 
imployed  in  making  the  Silk,  may  be  alfo  im- 
ployed  in  pulling  and  dripping  of  the  Seed  from 
the  Flax,  and  in  watering  and  grafing  it ;  and 
•  fhc 

i 


Scotland  confident I,  &c.  135 

the  breaking  and  diefling  the  Flax  will  keep  them 
in  Work  until  the  lowing  Seafon  returns.  By 
thefe  Means  we  may  be  furnilhed  with  Flax  of 
a  finer  Quality  than  any  that  grows  in  Europe , 
even  preferable  to  that  which  is  railed  about  St. 
Amand,  at  a  great  Charge,  for  Yarn  to  mak« 
their  fineft  Cambricks,  Thread  and  Lace. 

H  ere  is  a  fine  Field  of  Bufinefs  to  enrich  our 
Planters,  and  to  keep  all  their  Hands  conftantly 
imployed  in  the  moll  profitable  Manner:  And  if 
their  Silk  is  lent  home  raw,  and  their  Hemp  and 
Flax  rough,  and  all  our  fpare  and  idle  Hands 
at  Home  imployed  in  working  up  thofe  Materials 
into  manufactured  Goods;  fince  all  thofe  Sub¬ 
jects  of  Manufacture  may  be  had  from  our  own 
Plantations,  of  a  better  Quality,  and  at  eafier 
Rates  than  they  can  be  imported  from  foreign 
Parts,  we  may,  in  Time,  vy  with  the  Hollanders 
and  Flemings,  in  fine  Linen,  Cambricks, 
Thread  and  Lace,  and  with  our  great  and  only 
dangerous  Rivals,  the  French ,  in  the  Silk  Ma¬ 
nufacture. 

The  Silk  Manufacture  is  already  brought  to 
a  great  Perfection  in  England ;  and  if,  in  the 
mean  time,  before  fufficient  Quantities  of  raw 
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Silk  can  be  had  fir  m  our  own  Plantations,  the 
Importation  of  Silk  from  China  was  put  on  the 
fame  Footing  with  the  Silk  imported  from  Italy t 
Sicily ,  and  South  of  Spain,  and  a  few  more 
throwing  Mills,  after  the  Manner  of  that  One 
at  Darby,  erected  in  different  Parts  of  England , 
by  pubiick  Encouragement,  our  Silk  Trade 
might  foon  be  brought  to  a  very  great  Bear¬ 
ing- 

T  o  prohibit  the  Ufe  of  foreign-made  Silks 
may  be  attended  with  Inconveniencies ;  but  if 
we  followed  the  fame  Methods  that  are  practifed ' 
by  other  Nations,  for  encouraging  our  own 
Home-manufacture,  i.  e.  to  lay  a  high  Duty  on 
foreign-made  Silk  Goods,  and  fubject  them  to 
the  fame  Check  that  is  here  already  propofed, 
with  regard  to  foreign  Linen,  to  prevent  the 
clandeftine  Importation  of  them,  without  Pay^ 
meat  of  Duty,  it  would  prove  a  mighty  Encou¬ 
ragement  to  our  own  Silk  Trade. 

Foreign  Colonies  are  a  great  Benefit  to  a  Na¬ 
tion,  efpecially  in  Countries  where  Commodities 
may  be  raifed  as  a  Subjeft  for  foreign  Commerce 
that  cannot  be  had  at  Home,-  and  Materials 
for  Home -manufacture  at  eafier  Rates  than  they 
can  be  raifed  at  Home,  or  purchaft  from  foreign 

Parts : 
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Parts:  But  great  Care  mint  be  taken  to  encou¬ 
rage  them  to  impley  all  their  Hands  in  their 
own  Trade,  and  to  prevent  their  making  of  any 
manufactured  Goods  of  their  own  j  for  that 
would  be  to  drain  us  of  our  People,  and  our 
Wealth,  inftead  of  increafing  it.  The  only  Way 
to  prevent  this,  is  to  find  them  Bufinefs  enough 
in  their  own  Way,  to  enable  them  to  purchafc 
our  Manufactures. 

Clothing  they  mud  have ;  and  if  they 
are,  thro’  Poverty  and  Want  of  Bufinefs,  reduced 
to  the  Neceffity  to  fet  up  Manufactures  of  their 
own,  no  penal  Laws  will  be  fufficient  to  reftrain 
them  from  going  on ;  but  this  may  be  eafily  pre¬ 
vented,  if  we  find  them  Bufinefs  enough  in  ano¬ 
ther  Way ;  and  that  they  find  a  greater  Profit 
in  furnifhing  us  with  their  Product,  and  in  buy¬ 
ing  from  us  our  Manufactures,  than  they  could 
have  in  making  thefe  Goods  themfelves. 

We  arc  told,  that  the  Indigo  Plant  grows  very 

well  in  Carolina  and  Georgia ,  and  wants  only 
to  be  rightly  improven,  to  be  made  as  well  there 
as  in  our  Sugar  Iflands ;  that  the  Species  of  the 
prickly  Pear,  on  which  the  fmall  InfeCt  breeds, 
whereof  Cochineal  is  made,  grows  alfo  common¬ 
ly  there  j  that  both  Bohea  and  green  2 ” ea  have 

been 
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*>tC!1  a^°  ra'kd  there,  very  good  of  their  Kinds; 
and  that  Olive  Trees  grow  and  thrive  exceed¬ 
ingly  well.  Their  Rice  is  alfo  the  beft  of  any. 
Thefe  Settlements  are  alfo  finely  fituated  for  car- 
Tying  on  the  Fur  and  Skin  Trade  with  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Indian  Nations.  Here  are  feveral  fine 
Branches  of  Bullnefs  for  Imploying  and  in- 
creating  the  Numbers  of  our  Planters  in  thofe 
Parts. 

Many  great  and  juft  Complaints  arc  made  of 
the  Decay  ef  our  Sugar  Trade,  while  the  French 
are  advancing  in  it.  This  Branch  of  Trade  has 
brought  in  much  Wealth  to  this  Nation,  and 
deferves  well  to  be  cherifhcd  and  encouraged. 
Many  arc  of  Opinion,  “  That  this  is  chiefly 
“  owing  to  the  extravagant,  riotous  and  expen- 
K  five  Way  of  living  of  our  Planters  in  thofe  If- 
“  lands,  and  to  the  Induftry  and  Frugality  of 
“  the  French  Colonies  in  thofe  Parts,  which 
“  were  planted  with  poor  and  induftrious  People ; 
“  that  as  the  French  Planters  grow  rich,  Luxury 
“  and  Expence  will  alfo  creep  in  among  them ; 
“  and  the  beft  Way  to  retrieve  our  Affairs,  is 
“  by  a  more  exadt  Oeconomy  and  Frugality 
“  in  our  Planters  in  their  Way  of  Living.” 
Whatever  be  in  this,  the  Trade  might  be  in 
fome  Mcafure  relieved,  if  the  Importation,  Sale, 
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and  Confumption  of  their  Rum  was  more  encou¬ 
raged,  as  well  as  the  Confumption  and  Expor¬ 
tation  or  our  own  home-made  Spirits,  and  the 
Ufe  of  Freneh  Brandies  effectually  check’d  and 
difeouraged. 

« 

The  Petition  that  was  prefented  to  the  Houfc 
of  Commons, in  the  End  of  the  lafl  Seflion  of  Par¬ 
liament,  by  the  Juflices  of  the  Peace  of  the  Shire  of 
Lanerk ,  feems  to  point  at  a  Remedy  to  cure  this 
pernicious  Evil,  viz.  “  That  all  feiz’d  Brandies 
“  Ihould  be  either  ftaved  or  exported  ;  for,  under 
“  the  Cover  of  feized  Brandy,  great  Quantities, 
<£  clandeftinely  run,  are  fold.”  When  this  comes 
to  be  confidcred  in  Parliament,  no  Doubt,  this, 
or  fome  other  Method  yet  more  effectual,  will 
be  fallen  on,  to  check  this  growing  Mifchief; 
for  French  Brandies  are  every  where  run  in  upon 
us,  from  the  Land’s-end  in  Cornwaly  to  Dunf- 
ly-head  in  Cathnefs ,  and  from  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
on  all  the  weftern  Coaft. 

The  fureft  Way  then  to  make  the  Plantati¬ 
ons  ufeful,  and  to  be  of  that  great  Benefit  and 
Advantage  to  us  which  they  might  and  ought  t* 
be,  is  to  put  the  Trade,  between  us  and  them, 
on  fuch  a  Footing  that  it  may  be  equally  pro¬ 
fitable  and  beneficial  to  both.  Jf  all  their 

Hands 
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Hands  are  imploycd  in  raifing  of  the  Sugar  Cane, 
and  making  of  raw  Sugars,  in  making  of  Indigo 
and  Cochineal,  and  making  of  raw  Silk,  in  raif¬ 
ing  and  drefling  of  fine  Flax  and  Hemp,  raifing 
and  curing  of  Tobaccoes,  and  making  of  Pot- 
alhes,  in  cutting  down  and  trimming,  for  Ex¬ 
port,  their  Timber  and  other  Lumber,  fuch  as 
Pipe-Haves,  Clap-board,  Mahogony  Plank, 
&c.  in*  making  of  Pitch,  and  Tar,  making  of 
Charcoal,  and  fmeltingoflron  from  the  Oar  and 
Rock,  into  Pig-iron  ;  in  building  of  large  Ships 
for,  and  by  Commiffion  from  us,  and  in  catch¬ 
ing  and  curing  or  Filh  on  the  Coafts  of  New- 
England ,  &c.  a  nd  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland. 
If  we  take  from  them  all  thofe  Commodities, 
all  their  poor  Slaves,  Servants,  idle  and  fpare 
Hands,  may  be  always  profitably  imployed,  and 

the  Planters  themfelvcs  enriched,  and  enabled 
to  purchafe  from  us  our  Manufactures  for  wear¬ 
ing  Apparel  to  Men  and  Women,  and  Furni¬ 
ture  of  all  Sorts,  our  Iron-monger  and  Cutlery 
Ware  of  all  Sorts,  our  Toy-ware,  and  every 
other  Kind  of  Home-manufafture  they  want. 

i  ■ 

On  the  other  Hand,  if  the  Enumeration  Aft 
was  in  Part  repealed,  and  fome  Alterations 
made  in  the  Laws  for  regulating  the  Plantation 
Trade,  our  Navigation  might  be  greatly  in^ 

crenfed, 


Scotland  considered,  &c.  14^ 

increafed  by  it.  Their  Materials  for  Home- 
manufacture  ought  to  be  imported  direCUy 
to  Britain,  and  our  Merchants  might  com¬ 
plete  thefe  Cargoes,  with  fo  much  of  the 
bulky  Trade,  Tobaccoes  and  Sugars,  &c.  as 
they  fhould  find  a  Demand  for,  to  anfwer 
the  Home-confumpt,  and  the  Remainder  they 
might  carry  direCUy  to  any  foreign  Market, where 
they  could  draw  the  higheft  Price  for  them,  and 
be  obliged,  under  the  fevered  Penalties,  to  return 
with  the  Proceeds  of  thefe  Cargoes  from  the 
Plantations  to  Britain ,  and  from  thence  they 
may  fend  back  to  the  Plantations  our  own  Ma  ¬ 
nufactures,  and  fuch  other  foreign  Goods  as 
may  be  there  wanted.  All  that  is  incumbent 
on  us,  is  to  be  at  the  Trouble,  and  a  fmall  Ex¬ 
pence  in  the  Beginning,  to  put  our  poor  and  all 
our  idle  and  fpare  Hands  to  Work,  and  by  a  ri¬ 
gorous  and  fteady  Execution  of  proper  Laws  and 
Rules  of  Police,  to  keep  them  conftantly  imploy- 
ed,  that  they  may  be  no  longer  a  Burden  upon 
the  Induftrious,  and  fo  great  a  Lofs  to  the  Pub- 
lick.  Thefe  Materials  for  Homc-manufa&ure 
from  the  Plantations  will  be  a  conftaut  Fund  to 
keep  us  at  Work ;  and  we  fhall  always  find  a 
very  great  Vent  for  our  Manufactures  in  the 
Plantations. 

This 
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This  would  effe<5tually  fecure  the  Dependence 
of  our  Plantations  on  us,  when  they  are  thu* 
dofely  united  to  us,  by  fo  ftrong  a  Tie  as  their 
Intereft,  and  their  Friendfhip  and  Affection  for 
their  Mother-country,  by  this  profitable  Inter¬ 
course  cherifhed  and  increafed,  when  we  thus 
work,  as  it  were,  to  one  another’s  Hands,  and 
mutually  fupport  and  enrich  each  the  other ;  for 
■wherever  Obligations  are  reciprocal,  the  Confe- 
quences  raufl:  be  fo  a!fo. 

W  e  can  now  ferve  the  Plantations  with  all 
the  manufacture  Goods  they  ufe,  except  Linen  ; 
and  the  prefent  Situation  of  our  Trade  with  the 
foreign  Linen  Countries,  calls  loudly  upon  us  to 
improve  and  extend  the  Manufacture  of  home¬ 
made  Linen. 

Every  County,  and  almoft  every  Town  in 
England,  is  fupported,  and  their  Poor  imployed 
by  fome  one  particular  Branch  of  Bulinefs.  This 
contributes  greatly  to  bring  every  Article  of  Ma¬ 
nufacture  to  Perfection,  to  inercafe  the  inland 
Commerce,  and  the  Dependence  of  one  Part  of 
the  Country  on  another,  and  to  advance  the 
common  Intereft  and  Wealth  of  the  whole. 
The  Coal-trade  is  the  chief  Bulinefs  of  Northum¬ 
berland, 
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berlandy  Cumberland ,  and  IVetlmorlandy  and  as 
this  imploys  their  Men  only,  the  Linen  Trade 
might  alfo  be  fet  a-foot  in  thofe  Parts. 

A  r  Darlingtoun  fome  Linen  is  made  for 
Inland  Sale  ;  but  it  lies  too  near  to  Leeds ,  and 
the  other  Cloth-making  Towns  of  Torkjhire. 
Many  Inconveniencies  attend  the  interfering  of 
Manufactures  :  If  the  fame  Hands  come  to  be 
imployed  in  Linen  and  Woollen,  or  in  any  Part 
of  bGth,  both  mull  fuffer,  and  be  in  Danger  of 
falling  into  Difcrcdit,  and  be  thereby  loft  and 
ruined  :  Therefore  great  Care  fhould  be  had  to 
prevent  all  fuch  Interfering. 

In  Lancafhire  the  Linnen-trade  may  be  fafely 
carried  on,  becaufe  it  interferes  not  with  the 
Cotton  ;  and  that  the  Warp  of  all  their  Fuftians* 
and  feveral  other  Cotton-goods,  is  made  of 
Linen-yarn, 

Linen  is  our  Staple,  &c.  but  it  has  been 
wofully  neglefted.  We  are  not  however  in  fo 
bad  a  Situation,  with  regard  to  this  Trade,  as 
the  French  were  in  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  IV. 
or  the  Irijh  at  the  Revolution,  (where,  by  the 
Force  of  publick  Encouragement,  it  has  come  to 
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a  great  Length)  we  have  it  not  to  begin,  we 
want  only  to  improve  and  extend  it. 

The  Linen  Manufacture  may  be  brought  to 
as  great  an  Extent  inValue,  as  any  other  Bufinefs 
now  carried  on  in  Britain ,  except  the  Woollen  ; 
it  may  imploy  near  as  many  Hands  as  the 
Woollen  does.  And  the  Linen  Trade  of  the 
North  is  of  as  great  Confequence  to  the  Nation 
in  general,  as  the  Woollen  in  the  South ;  and 
equally  deferves  the  fame  Care,  Countenance 
and  Encouragement  from  the  Publick. 

The  Parliament  has,  from  Time  to  Time, 
upon  proper  Application,  pall:  Ads,  and  given 
fuitable  Encouragement  for  the  advancing  and 
preventing  the  Decay  of  the  Manufactures  of 
Wooll,  Silk,  Cotton,  Mohair,  &c.  all  which 
have  been  attended  with  exceeding  good  EffeCts; 
they  preferve  and  cherifh  a  Spirit  of  Induftry  in 
the  Nation,  and  an  honeft  and  generous  Concern 
for  the  publick  Good.  Nothing  cures  and  allays 
Party-rage  and  Frenzie  more,  or  more  effectu¬ 
ally  defeats  the  difguifed  Projects  of  felf-defignihg 
FaCtion,  than  the  tender  Care  and  Concern  of 
the  Publick  to  encourage  the  Trade  and  Manu¬ 
factures  of  the  Nation,  to  find  out  Work  for 

the  'Poor,  and  to  point  out  to  thofe  that  are  idle 
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a  profitable  Way  to  imploy  themfelves  agree¬ 
ably. 

The  Aft  of  Parliament  made  in  the  Year 
5727.  tor  regulating  our  Linen-manufafture, 
and  the  fmall  Funds  then  appropriated  by  Par¬ 
liament  tor  its  Encouragement,  have  done  us 
Infinite  Good  in  many  Refpefts :  Our  Linen- 
trade  is  in  fome  Meafure  already  retrieved,  and 
improving  beyond  our  Expectation ;  we  have 
now  conquered  our  greateft  Difficulty  (and  to 
this  parliamentary  Encouragement  we,  ovv  it)  viz. 
that  we  have  difcovered  the  Defefts,  Faults  and 
Impcrfeftions  this  Manufacture  labours  under, 
and  the  Ways  and  Means  to  cure,  correft  and 
amend  them.  We  ftill  want  the  Affiflance  of 

'  t  .  *  V  S  »  .  ,  •  - 

thePublick  to  cherifh  and  nurfe  up  to  Perfecti¬ 
on  this  valuable  Trade,  until  it  be  brought  to  a 

full  Extent,  which  (hall  be  the  Subject  of  the 

* 

next  Part  of  this  Difcourfe. 
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PART  III. 


- Induftry  /  rough  Power  • 

Whom  Labour  ftill  attends ,  and  Sweat ,  Ptfiw ; 

the  kind  Source  of  every  gentle  Art, 

And  all  the  foft  Civility  of  Life : 

Raifer  o f  human  Kindt  by  Nature  caft. 

Naked, - 

- - By  Induftry  taught. 

How ,  by  the  fine  ft  Art,  the  native  Robe 
<fo  weave  \  how ,  white  as  hyperborean  Snow , 

y  form  the  lucid  Lawn  ; - 

Thomson’s  Seafons. 


E  F  O  R  E  the  Revolution  we  fervec 
Ireland  with  great  Quantities  o 
Linen,  but  fince  that  Period,  whil 
our  Linen-trade  was  negle&ed  ( a 

before  obferved)  and  decaying,  they  have  intro 

ducec 
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duced  the  Manufacture  of  Linen,  and  brought 
it  fo  great  a  Length  (by  Encouragement  from 
the  Publick)  that  311110'  they  do  not  make  fo 
great  Quantities  as  we  do,  becaufe  they  deal 
little  in  the  loweft-pric’d  Goods,  yet  they  not 
only  ferve  themfelves,  but  alfo  export  to  Eng¬ 
land,  Linen  to  a  much  greater  Value  than  we 
do.  Is  not  this  great  Encouragement  to  us  > 
If  the  Irijh ,  who  had  every  Part  of  the  Trade  to 
learn  from  Foreigners,  have  made  fuch  a  Progrefs 
in  it ;  what  may  not  we  do,  who  have  had 
among  us,  thefe  many  Ages,  the  great  Article 
that  requires  and  imploys  the  greateft  Number 
of  Hands,  the  Spinning,  which  is  the  chief  Sup¬ 
port  of  the  Manufacture  ?  All  our  ordinary 
Women  fpin,  and  fpin  tolerably  well,  and  from 
the  Example  of  the  fpinning  Schools  fettled  by 
the  Truftees,  i3c.  in  feveral  Parts,  our  Spinning 
is  alfo  much  improven.  But  to  begin  with  the 
firft  Branch  of  the  Trade,  the  preparing  of 
Ground,  fowing  and  railing  of  Flax,  &c. 

O  UR.  prefent  Way  of  managing  home-grown 
Flax  is  fo  bad,  that  it  were  better  for  our  Linen- 
manufaCture,  if  we  railed  none  at  all ;  for  every 
Fault,  every  Failure  in  the  Flax,  is  an  Error  in 
the  firfl;  ConcoCtion,  not  to  be  cured  afterwards 
by  any  Skill  or  Labour.  Yarn  fpun  of  unripe 

K  a  Flax 


if  4$  The  Inter efi  of 

Flax  will  never  make  good  Cloth,  and  where  it 
is  mixt  with  other  Yarn  the  Cloth  is  difliklied* 
Flax,  fpoiled  or  difcoloured  in  the  Watering, 
cannot  be  brought  to  that  full  White  required 
in  fine  Cloth,  unlefs  the  Cloth  be  fo  much  thin¬ 
ned  and  emptied,  that  it  is  good  for  nothing  ; 
and  where  it  is  mixt  with  good  Yarn,  the  Cloth 
can  never  be  oi  the  fame  Colour.  Unlefs  we  are 
at  Pains  to  reform  our  Way  of  managing  our 
Lint,  we  had  better  purchafe  it  intirely  from 
the  Balticky  Holland  and  Flanders ;  but  as  we 
have  been  long  in  the  Practice  of  railing  of  Flax, 
we  muft  go  on  ,•  and  if  we  can  be  at  a  little 
more  Trouble,  and  fome  fmall  Expence,  wc 
fhall  reap,  from  the  fameGround,  a  thirdPart,  at 
leaft,  more  Flax  than  we  do  at  prefent,  and 
that  too  30  per  Cent .  better  in  its  Quality.  I 
fhall  therefore  give  a  fhort  Account  of  the  Me¬ 
thod  praftifed  by  the  Flanders  Flax-drefler,  who 
was  fome  Time  ago  brought  over  by  theTruftees, 
upon  publick  Encouragement,  to  teach  us  their 
Way  of  preparing  their  Ground,  fowing  of  Flax- 
feed,  railing,  pulling,  watering  and  drefiing 
their  Flax,  and  compare  it  with  our  own. 

The  befl  Soil  for  fine  Flax  is  the  tender  and 
mellow  black  Mould,  or  any  light  Soil  mixt 
with  Loam  and  a  little  Sand,  that  will  not  bind 

with 
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with  any  hidden  Drought.  The  lower  the 
Ground  lies,  and  the  flatter  it  is,  the  better, 


providing  it  be  dry  enough  to  be  fown  in  the 
proper  Seafon  ;  it  fliould  be  fallowed,  at  leaft, 
two  Winters  and  a  Summer.  The  firll  Plowing 
fliould  be  as  deep  as  the  Soil  will  admit  of,  and 
thereafter  plowed  with  an  ebb  Furrow  fo  often  as 


the  Appearance  of  Weeds  makes  it  neceflary.  In 
October  or  November,  before  the  Ground  is  to 
he  fown,  it  ought  to  be  well  dung’d,  and  as 
well  drefs’d  at  Sowing  as  Garden-mould  ;  and 
two  Bufhcls  of  good  Seed  is  fufficient  to  fow  one 
A  ere  of  Ground  thus  prepared.  We  fow  com¬ 
monly  four  Bufhels,  and  fometimes  a  Hogshead 
on  one  Acre,becaufe  our  Ground  is  not  prepared 
as  it  ought  to  be :  The  Effed  of  this  is,  if  our 
Seed  be  good,  all  comes  up,  and  one  Hair  ot  it  is 
Under-growth ;  this  unripe  Lint  is  rotten  in  the 
Watering  before  the  reft  is  ready,  and  the  whole 
is  fpoiled  by  it. 

In  Ground  thus  prepared  the  Weeds  are  fo 
very  few,  that  one  Hand  will  clean  as  much 
Lint- ground  of  Weeds  in  a  Day,  as  eight  can 
do  in  our  ptefent  WTay  ;  and  this  is  a  considerable 
Article  of  Expence  faved. 
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When  his  Flax  is  fully  ripe,  and  not  till 
then,  he  pulls  it,  and  if  any  unripe  Stalks  ap¬ 
pear,  he  carefully  feparates  them  from  the  reft, 
and  waters  them  by  themfelves.  When  his  Lint 
Is  pulled, he  ties  it  up  in  fmall  Bundles  or  Sheaves 
no  bigger  than  one  can  grafp  about  with  his  two 
Hands,  and  ties  them  loofly  with  a  lew  Stalks  of 
itfelf,  a  little  below  the  Seed,  and  then  fets  them 
up  on  End,  two  and  two,  like  Stooks  of  Corn, 

In  the  Air  and  Sun,  until  it  be  well  dried  ; 

*  % 

and  then  {trips  the  Seed-boll  from  it,  as  we  do* 
He  then  ties  two  and  two  of  his  Sheaves  together, 
the  Seed-end  of  the  one  always  to  the  Root-end 
of  the  other. 

Wherever  he  can  find  flat  lying  Ground 
under  Level  to  any  running  Water,  there  he 
digs  his  Ponds  for  watering  his  Lint,  fo  large 
as  the  Ground  will  allow,  and  near  to  three 
Feet  in  Depth  :  When  his  Ponds  arc  filled 
from  the  Rivulet,  with  Water,  he  puts  in  his 
Lint  until  the  Pond  is  full,  but  does  not  fink 
it.  The  Reafon  why  he  ties  the  Seed-end  of  one 
Sheaf  to  the  Root- end  of  the  other,  is,  that 
the  Roots  being  heavier  would  fink  in  the  Wa¬ 
ter,  and  the  Seed-end  would  be  intirely  out  of 
fhe  Water ;  but  when  thus  balanced,  the  Lint 

being 
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being  much  of  the  fame  fpecifick  Gravity  with 
the  Water,  ic  is  juft  immerfed,  and  no  more, 
and  never  comes  near  the  Ground  or  the  Mud. 
He  turns  it  in  the  Water  every  Day,  and,  if  the 
Weather  is  very  hot,  twice  in  a  Day.  He  tries 
when  it  is  enough  watered,  by  breaking  a  few  • 
Stalks  ;  and  if  the  Boon  breaks  freely,  and  parts 
eafily  with  the  Flax,  then  he  takes  it  out,  and 
carries  it  to  a  clear  running  Stream,  and  wafhes 
it  very  well  from  all  its  Filth  and  Naftinefs, 
and  then  fpreads  it  upon  Grafs  (very  thin)  as 
we  do.  If  the  Water  appear  to  be .  very  much 
difcoloured  in  the  Pond  before  his  Lint  is  fuffi- 
ciently  made,  he  lets  off  the  Water,  wafhes  his 
Lint,  and  then  fills  his  Pond  from  the  running 
Brook,  and  puts  it  in  again  until  it  be  enough 
done.  When  his  firft  Parcel  is  laid  on  the 
Grafs,  he  puts  another  in  the  fame  Pond,  and 
fo  continues  to  water  his  Lint,  fo  long  as  the 
Seafon  is  warm  enough.  He  turns  his  Lint  on 
the  Grafs  once  a  Day,  and  keeps  it  on  the  Grafs 
fo  long  as  the  Dews  fall,  which  give  the  Lint  a 
fine  Colour,  without  hurting  it,  and  makes  the 
Yarn  fpun  of  it  wafh  and  empty  eafily,  without 
wafting  or  weakning  it,  and  the  Cloth  made  of 
it  comes  foon  to  a  fine  Colour,  without  being 
thinned  in  the  leaft. 
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So  rmicn  of  his  Lint  as  he  intends  for  his  belt 
Seed,  he  builds  up  in  a  Stack  like  Corn,  after  it 
is  thoroughly  win,  with  the  Bolls  on  it,  and 
ftnps  it  at  Sowing-time  ;  and,  in  the  Month  of 
May  thereafter,  puts  it  into  the  Water,  and  fol¬ 
lows  tne  fame  Method  with  that  watered  in  the- 
siutamn.  So  much  of  his  Lint  as  remains  on 
his  Hand  undrdTed  after  the  Middle  of  March, 
when  the  Dews  begin  to  fall,  he  lays  out  again 
upon  tM  Grafs  tor  a  good  colour,  and  always 
takes  up  his  Lint  from  the  Grafs  in  dry  Weather, 
and  about  Mid-day. 

iV.  B.  Lake  muff  be  taken  in  rainy 
Weatner,  that  the  Lint  receive  no 
Damage  by  rotting  on  the  Grafs; 
but  gentle  Showers  are  as  good  as 
Dew. 

*  9  * 

Our  prefent  Way  is  to  fow  our  Lint  on  any 
Ground,  which  puts  us  to  a  great  Expence  to 
weed  it.  We  fow  it  thick,  (as  we  muff  do  in 
ordinary  Ground)  whereby  one  Half  of  it  is  ripe 
before  the  other  is  ready  ;  by  this  Means  the 
unripe  Seed  being  mixt  with  the  full  ripe,  fpoils 
the  whole,  and  the  unripe  Lint  is  rotten  in  the 
Water,  before  the  other  is  ready. 

r'  v  4  in 
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I  N  the  Weft,  where  the  fineft  Spinning  is,  the 
People  are  rivetted  in  a  moft  pernicious  Conceit, 
that  unripe  Lint  makes  the  fineft  Flax ;  and 
therefore  pull  all  their  Lint,  when  the  Bloflom. 
falls.  This  Kind  of  Lint  heckles  away  almoft 
to  nothing,  and  is  indeed  in  Appearance  very 
fine  ;  but  then  it  has  no  Subftance,  and  the 
Yam  fpun  of  it  is  always  weak  and  ouzy  ;  it 
waftes  much  in  the  Wafhing,  and  Cloth  made 
of  it  grows  as  thin  as  a  Cob-web  in  the  Bleach¬ 
ing,  before  it  can  be  brought  to  a  full  Colour. 

In  the  Country  of  Cambray,  &c.  where  the 
fineft  Flax  is  raifed  for  fine  Cambricks,  Thread, 
and  Lace,  the  Ground  is  fallowed  Summer 
and  Winter  for  three  Years  fucceffively,  and  very 
well  dung’d  j  and  at  lowing  it  is  all  ftrinkled 
over  with  human  Ordure  taken  from  their 
Bog-houfcs  where  it  ferments.  This  is  a  very 
great  Expence,  including  the  Want  of  Profits, 
of  the  Ground  fo  long  ;  but  then,  if  the  Seafon 
proves  favourable  for  Lint,  they  will  have  of 
dreft  Flax  upon  one  Acre,  from  800  to  1000  lb. 
Weight,  which  is  worth  in  Holland ,  even  in 
good  Lint  Years,  two  Shillings  Sterling  per 

_  *  t  _ 

Pound-weight.  By  reafon  of  the  Drought  this 
Spring,  it  has  rifen  in  Holland ,  fince  the  Fifth 
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of  May  1733.  to  three  Shillings  Sterling-  the 
Pound. 

Our  Seafons  are  too  precarious,  to  risk  an 
Expenee  of  this  Kind,  for  hard  blowing  Winds, 
heavy  Rains,  or  fudden  Droughts  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  Summer,  are  all  dangerous  to  the 
Lint-crop  :  But  it  imports  our  Manufacture  much, 
that  our  prefent  Way  of  managing  our  Flax 
Ihould  be  reformed,  efpecially  now  when  we 
make  large  Parcels  of  fine  Cloth  ;  for  it  is  in- 
tirely  owing  to  the  Mifmanagement  of  our  Flax, 
that  we  have  any  bad  Cloth  ;  and  every  Perfon, 
who  fows  Lint,  will  find  their  Account,  in  praCtif- 
ing  the  Vlemifb  Method,  in  managing  of  every 
Part  from  the  firft  Plowing  to  the  bringing  of 
the  Lint  to  the  firft  Heckle.--- 

The  Half  of  our  Lint  is,  in  many  Places,  loft 
in  the  watering ;  whenever  it  is  pulled  it  is  ftript 
of  the  Bolls,  and  bound  up  hard,  like  Sheaves 
of  Corn,  with  Bands  of  itfelf,  and  carried  to  the 
Water-green,  and  then  thrown  into  the  neareft 
Pit  or  large  Pool,  in  any  fmall  River  or  Burn. 
The  Pool  is  dammed  up  with  Earth  and  Stones 
until  the  Water  fwells  to  make  the  Hole  of  a 
fufficient  Depth,  and  then  the  Lint  is  crammed 

into  it,  one  Sheaf  on  the  Top  of  another,  until 

*  "*  • 
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it  be  quite  full,  and  then  Sods  of  Earth  and 
large  Stones  are  laid  on  the  Top  of  it,  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  being  carried  away  by  Land-floods,  in 
cafe  of  a  Thunder-lhower,  or  fudden  Fall  of 
Rain,  which  happen  fomecimes  in  the  Autumn 
Scafon.  If  no  running  Water  is  near,  the  Lint 
is  put  in  the  fame  Way  into  Mofs-water  Pits, 
and  {landing  Pools  of  ftagnate  Water.  In  thofc 
Places  it  lies  in  this  Condition,  full  of  Mud,  and 
its  own  Slime  and  Naftinefs,  for  a  certain  Time, 
without  Regard  to  the  Weather,  and  is  then 
taken  out  and  fet  up  on  End,  with  the  Band 
pulled  up  towards  the  Top,  and  opened  wide 
at  the  Bottom  to  dry  ;  and  alter  all  the  black 
Stuff  on  it  is  dried  in,  it  is  then  laid  out  on  the 
Grafs,  to  little  Purpofe ;  for  it  is  by  this  Ma¬ 
nagement  fo  much  fpoiled,  and  the  whole  fo 
difcoloured,  that  it  can  never  afterwards  be  re¬ 
covered.  The  Flemijb  Way  coils  more  Trouble 
and  Attendance,  and  fome  more  Expence  than 
ours  does;  but  then,  by  their  Way,  we  Ihould 
have  double  the  Quantity  of  Lint  we  now  have, 
and  all  of  it  good,  at  lead,  20  per  Cent,  better 
in  its  Quality,  than  our  beft  home-grown  Lint 
is  now  worth. 

The  right  Management  of  our  Flax  then  is 
of  the  greateil  Importance  to  the  Linen  Manu¬ 
facture, 


1 5  f  -  Xhe  Inter efi  of  : 

iafture,  and  we  ought,  with  ail  poffible  Expedi¬ 
tion  (be  the  Coft  what  it  will)  to  have  the 
Fkmifh  Method  introduced,  and  univerfally 
pra&ifed  over  the  whole  Country,  that  we  may 
have  no  more  Cloth  of  any  Kind  fpoiied  or  dif- 
liklied  by  the  Mifmanagement  of  our  home¬ 
grown  Flax.  It  is  therefore  mod  humbly  pro- 
pofed  to  the  honourable  Truftees,  Firfi.  That 
they  fhouid  enter  into  a  Contrad  with  their  pre- 
fent  Flanders  Flax-drefler  for  Life,  on  the  bed 
Terms  they  can,  that  his  Refidence  and  Abode 
here  may  be  fixt  and  certain  :  That  he  (hall 
teach  and  inftrud  fo  many  Perfons  as  he  can 
conveniently  overfee,  in  his  Art  of  raifing, 
and  drefiing  of  Flax.  If  our  Country  Gentlemen 
and  Farmers,  who  fow  Lint,  fhouid  not  lay  hold 
of  this  favourable  Opportunity,  to  fend  in  pro-, 
per  Perfons,  at  their  own  Charge,  to  be  inftmet-* 
ed  in  this  Art,  which  tends  fo  much  to  their  own 
Profit,  arid  Advantage  of  the  Country,  the  Truftees 
muff  not  be  furprized  at  it.  It  is  no  new  Thing  ; 
the  People  of  every  Country,  as  well  as  ours, 
are  fhy  in  following  what  they  call  Innovations, 
or  practifing  any  new  Method  in  Bufinefs  formerly 
unknown  to  them  ,*  they  chufe  rather  to  tread 
in  the  old  beaten  Trad,  were  it  ever  fo  prejudicial 
and  unprofitable  ;  but  as  the  Good  of  the  Manu¬ 
facture  fo  much  depends  upon  it,  the  Country 
‘  muff 
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muft  be  brought  into  it  at  any  Rate.  It  is 
there  tore  alfo  propofed,  that  an  Encouragement 
fhould  be  given  out  of  the  publick  Funds,  fuffi- 
cient  to  entertain  fo  many  Perfons  as  the  foreign 
Flax-drefler  can  inftruCt  at  one  "lime,  tree  of 
any  Expence  to  themfelves  or  Matters,  until 
their  own  Labour,  in  drefling  of  Flax,  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  maintain  them.  That  thefe  Perfons  be 
conftantly  imployed  in  drefling  of  Flax,  and  do 
carefully  attend  and  obferve  their  Matter,  in  all 
his  Progrefs  of  Management,  from  the  firfl 
Plowing,  until  the  Flax  is  taken  off  the  Grafs  to 
be  broken,  and  drctl  next. 

I  t  is  propofed,  that  the  Truttees  Ihould  bring 
over  a  few  more  skilful  Flax-dreflcrs,  and  fettle 
one  or  two  of  them,  on  the  fame  Terms,  in  the 
Weft-country,  where  they  are  moft  wanted,  and 
where  it  is  of  the  greateft  Confequencc  to  the 
Manufacture,  that  all  their  Lint  be  raifed, 
managed,  and  dreft  in  the  beft  Manner  ;  ano¬ 
ther  in  Fife,  one  in  the  Stormont,  one  in  Angus* 
and  one  fomewhere  in  the  North,  near  to  Strath- 
bogie. 

An  attentive  and  diligent  Perfon,  who  is 
kept  clofe  at  the  drefling  of  Flax,  and  carefully 
obferves  every  Part  of  the  Flanders  Method  of 

Manage- 
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Management,  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  fully  in- 
ftrufted  in  the  Art,  in  the  Space  of  eighteen 
Months  ;  and  then  thefe  may  go  home  and 
be  imployed,  not  only  in  railing,  managing,  and 
drefling  of  Flax,  but  alfo  in  inftru&ing  others 
in  this  Art.  The  Country  will  foon  reap  the 
Benefit  of  this  Improvement,  which  muft  be  of 
great  Advantage  to  us,  when  all  our  home¬ 
grown  Flax  is  as  good  in  its  Quality,  as  that 
which  comes  from  abroad,  which  brings  in  fo 
much  Money  to  thofe  Countries  where  it  is  now 
produced. 

The  Truftees  have  been  at  a  good  deal  of 
Expence,  to  bring  to  Perfection  a  Machine  for 
drefling  of  Flax  by  Water,  and  have  at  laft  fuc- 
ceeded  in  it ;  and  this  will  in  Time  prove  a  great 
Benefit,  and  faving  to  the  Country  on  this 
Branch  of  the  Linen  Trade.  The  beft  Flax- 
drefler,  when  he  does  his  utmoft,  cannot  finilh 
of  the  beft  Lint  (for  bad  and  unripe  Lint,  or 
Lint  not  fully  watered,  or  fpoiled  in  the  water¬ 
ing,  will  not  bear  the  Expence  of  drefling,  and 
is  indeed  not  worth  drefling,  nor  ought  it  to  be 
dreft)  above  i  2  Pound-weight  in  a  Day ;  and 
the  Lint-mill  will  drefs,  at  the  Rate  of  every 
Hand  imployed  in  it,  1 6  Pounds  in  a  Day. 
T  he  cheapeft,  that  good  Lint  can  be  dreft  by 

the 
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the  Hand  is  32  Pence  the  long  Stone,  and  it  is 
dreft  at  the  Mill  for  2  Shillings  the  Stone. 
A  Farmer,  who  is  in  the  Practice  of  Summer¬ 
fallowing  his  Ground,  cannot  do  a  Thing  more 
for  his  Advantage,  than  to  fend  in  an  able- 
bodied  young  Man  to  be  bred  a  Flax-drefTer 
with  the  Foreigner,  and  to  fow  annually  an 
Acre  or  more  of  his  richeft  Fallow-ground  with 
Lint,  to  keep  this  Servant  conftantly  imployed 
in  managing  and  dreffing  it  *  ;  and  if  his  Farm 
lies  within  a  few  Miles  of  a  Lint-mill,  he  may 
raife  as  much  Flax  as  can  be  dreft  by  this  Ser¬ 
vant,  and  the  Help  of  the  Mill,  and  fend  it, 
from  Time  to  Time,  to  the  Market  in  fmall 
Parcels  for  Sale,  fo  foon  as  it  is  ready  for  the 
firft  Heckle, 

N.  B.  There  mull  be  at  every  Mill,  be- 
fides  the  Boys  that  attend  the  breaking 
and  fcutching  of  the  Mill,  at  leaft,  two 
or  three  skilful  Flax-dreflers  to  finifh  the 
Flax  by  the  Hand,  and  to  pull  and 

draw 


*  The  Lint  that  was  produced  frem  one  Acre  of 
Ground  belonging  to  the  Flanders  Flax-dreffer,  in  the 
laft  Year  1752.  was  eftimated  at  40  /.  Value,  and 
allowing  him  20  /.  for  his  Year’s  Labour  in  dreffing  it, 
there  is  ftill  great  Profit  to  be  made  of  the  Ground, 
when  the  Seafon  is  favourable* 
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draw  it,  in  which  they  are  careful  never 
to  put  the  Root  and  Seed-ends  together, 
as  we  do  thro’  Inadvertency,  but  keep 
it  always  carefully  in  the  fame  Way  it 
grew,  to  the  very  laft  Operation,  whether 
it  be  heckled  or  drcffed  for  fpinning  by 
Brulhes,  as  the  fine  Lint  is ;  and  in 
fpinning  the  Thread  is  always  drawn 
from  the  Root- end,  and  not  by  the 
Bucht  from  the  Middle,  according  to 
the  Practice  of  fome  ordinary  Spinners. 

'  The  Lint-mill  upon  the  Water  of  Eden,  a 
little  above  Cowpar  in  Fife,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Hope  younger  of  Rankeihr,  is  brought  to  the 
greateft  Perfection,  and  is  a  complete  Pattern  to 
be  followed  by  others  who  intend  to  ereCt 
Lint-mills,  and  to  follow  this  ufetul  and  bene¬ 
ficial  Trade.  This  Gentleman  has  alfo  begun 
another  Branch  of  Bufinefs,  which  will  prove 
a  great  Benefit  to  the  Manufacture,  and  ’tis 
hoped  will  be  no  lels  profitable  to  himfelf,  <viZ. 
keeping  Heckles,  and  skilful  Hecklers  for 
drefling  of  Lint  for  Spinning. 

*  f  \ ■  •  > .  4  j  |  j  '  f  \ 
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The  woollen  Manufacture  of  England  never 
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came  to  a  right  Bearing,  until  the  Bufinefs  of  the 

.  Wooll-ftapler  came  to  be  a  Trade ;  and  it  muft 
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fare  juft  fo  with  the  Linen.  Here  is  a  fine 
Branch  of  Bufinefs  for  any  Gentleman  who  has 
the  Conveniency  of  Water  for  erecting  a  Lint- 
mill  ;  he  may  either  raife  Lint  himfclf,  or  buy  it 
in  the  Boon  from  others,  and  drefs  it  by  his  Mill 
for  the  Heckle  he  may  have  his  Hecklers  in  a 
convenient  Hoiife  near  to  it,  for  dreffing  and 
flapling  the  Lint,  by  proper  Heckles,  into  fine 
dreft  Flax,  fine  dreft  Tow,  com  non  Tow,  Back- 

i 

ings,  and  Breards,  for  the  Service  of  the  Country 
Spinners. 

This  will  greatly  increafe  our  Spinning,  when 
every  Perfon  may  be  ferved  with  that  Staple  of 
Flax  or  Tow  they  are  moft  accuftomed  to  fpin, 
and  which,  by  conftant  Practice,  they  fpin  beft, 
and  with  the  greateft  Expedition  ;  and  when  fo 
many  Days,  that  are  now  mifpent  by  our  Spin¬ 
ners  in  heckling  of  Lint  (for  bitter  bad  Hecklers 
they  are)  fhall  be  imployed  in  Spinning  ;  It  is 
therefore  propofed. 

That  the  Truftees  (hould  give  an  Encourage¬ 
ment  higher  than  they  did  before,  for  erefting 
a  greater  Number  of  Lint-mills,  upon  this  Con¬ 
dition,  That  the  Undertakers  fhall  become  bound 
to  fit  up  and  finifh  their  Mills  after  the  Manner, 
and  every  Way  as  perfect  and  complete,  a* 

L  Mr.- 
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Mr.  Hope’s  Mill  on  the  River  of  Eden ;  that 
they  build  large  Shades  for  preferving  the  Flax 
that  comes  to  be  dreft,  from  Damage  by  Rain, 
while  it  lies  by  them  undreft;  and  that  they 
oblige  themfelves  to  fet  up  and  follow  the  Trade 
of  a  Flax-drefler  and  Stapler,  by  heckling  of 
Lint,  into  ail  proper  Sorts  and  Staples  fit  for 
Spinning,  to  be  fold  to  the  Country-fpinncrs  in 
ftnall  Parcels,  at  the  common  Price  of  the 
Country. 

4 

The  next  Branch  of  Bufincfs  in  the  Linen- 
trade  is  the  Spinning,  which  is  the  chief  Support 
of  the  Manufacture  ;  and,  as  this  Article  re¬ 
quires  and  imploys  the  greateft  Numbers  of 
Hands,  great  Care  fhould  be  taken  to  diffufc 
and  extend  it  over  the  whole  Country. 

The  Spinning -fchools,  eftabliflied  by  the 
Truftees,  on  the  publick  Encouragement, 
have  much  improven  us  in  fine  Spinning,  and  in 
making  of  Thread  :  But,  as  Thread  can  be  fub- 
jeCted  to  no  Stamp  or  Check,  to  afeertain  its 
Sufficiency  at  a  foreign  Market,  and  that  our 
Yarn  brings  in  more  Money  to  the  Country, 
when  it  is  wrought  up  into  Cloth,  than  when 
It  is  made  into  Thread  only ;  I  am  humbly  of 
Opinion,  that  this  Article  of  Thread-making 

ought 
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©light  to  be  no  further  encouraged.  So  long  as, 
we  have  good  Yarn,  if  more  Profit  is  to  be  got 
by  Thread  than  Cloth,  enough  of  Thread  will 
be  made,  and  thofe  who  make  it  well,  will  al¬ 
ways  find  a  Market  for  it. 

The  French  Spinning- fchool  has  bred  a  great 
many  good  Spinners  of  fine  Yarn  in  this  City 
and  Neighbourhood ;  but  many  of  them  arc 
Perfons  of  Condition,  and  when  thefe  have  gra¬ 
tified  their  Curiofity  of  having  learn’d  it,  and 
fpun  as  much  as  make  a  Piece  of  Cambrick  or 
fo,  for  themfelves,  they  give  over  the  Practice  of 
it,  and  are  of  no  further  Ufc  to  the  Manufacture. 
Fine  Spinning  is  a  Trade  in  the  Weft  Country ; 
but  as  their  Yarn  is  made  of  unripe  Lint,  and 
not  fpun  in  the  Piccardy  Way,  altho’  it  be  as 
fmall  and  fine,  and  almoft  as  even  as  the 
Frencb-[\ pun  Yarn,  yet  it  is  weak,  and  cannot 
ftand  in  the  Loom  to  be  Warp  for  Cambrick ; 
all  that  can  be  now  made  of  it,  is  Woof  for 
Cambrick ;  and  even  then  the  Cloth  where  it  is 
thins  much  in  the  Bleaching.  When  the  fine 
Yarn  comes  m  to  contend  for  tne  Prizes,  one  can 
at  firft  View  diftinguilh  the  Yarn  fpun  in  this 
Country,  by  thofe  taught  by  the  French ,  from 
that  which  comes  from  the  Weft.  Their  Yarn 
is  fully  as  fine  as  ours,  but  when  tried  by  a  mag- 

F  a  nifying 
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nifying  Glafs,  theirs  appears  rough  and  ouzic, 
and  of  a  bad  Colour ;  whereas,  the  Yarn  fpun  of 
the  foreign  Lint,  by  the  French  Scholars,  appears) 
thro’  a  Glafs,  fmooth  and  clear,  like  a  Horfc- 
hair  Filhing-line,  and  is  of  a  fine  Colour.  It 
i  for  Warp,  as  well  as  Woof,  and  when  it 
is  made  into  fine  Cambrick,  comes  to  a  fine  Co¬ 
lour  foon,  without  thinning  the  Cloth.  If 
therefore  a  French  Spinning-miflrefs,  or  fome  o- 
ther  Perfon  fully  inftru&ed  by  them,  and  every 
Way  as  well  qualified  and  skilful  as  they  are, 
was  fettled  fomewhere  about  Glafgow  or  Faijley, 
to  teach  their  Spinners  the  Way  of  dreffing  their 
Flax  by  Brulhes,  and  to  fpin  in  the  French-way, 
we  lhould  foon  have  Plenty  of  fine  Yarn  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  Cambrick-trade ;  and  we  lhould  have 
no  Occafion  for  any  other  Schools  for  fine  Yarn 
than  thefe  two,  one  here,  and  one  in  the  Weft. 

When  the  Truftees  form  their  next  Plan, 
Vis  humbly  fubmitted,  if  it  will  not  be  a  gieaur 
Advantage  to  the  Manufacture,  to  extend  the 
fpinning  of  ordinary  Linen  Yarn,  that  no  more 
high  Salaries  lhould  be  given,  lor  Spinning- 
fchools  of  fine  Yarn,  nor  any  other  Schools  of 
that  Kind  continued,  other  than  thefe  two  in  the 
French- way ;  that  an  Encouragement,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  r  /,  a  Yeat  lhould  be  given  to  a  good  ordinary 
®  *  '  '  Spinner, 


Scotland  confidered >  &c.  ioS 
Spinner,  (in  every  Town,  where  Spinning  of  Li¬ 
nen  Yarn  is  not  commonly  praftifed)  to  keep  a 
large  Room  for  inllruCting  all  the  Girls  in  the 
Place,  efpecially  the  poorer  Sort,  who  mull  earn 
their  Bread  by  their  Labour ;  and  that,  for  the 
Encouragement  of  thefe  Girls,  and  to  create  an 
Emulation  among  them,  a  Spining-wheel  lhould 
be  contended  -  for  once  a  Year,  or  oftner,  to  be 
given  to  any  Girl  bred  at  the  School,  who  fpins 
a  certain  Quantity  of  the  bell  Yarn,  to  be  de¬ 
termin’d  in  the  fame  Manner  with  the  Prize- 
money  upon  the  fine  Yarn,  which  ought  alfo  to 
be  continued. 

The  purging  and  wafhing  of  Yarn  is  now 
pretty  well  underllood,  fince  Mr.  Holdin’ s  Re- 
ceits  for  that  Purpofe  have  been  difperfed  over 
the  Country,  and  the  People,  in  feveral  Parts, 
taught  by  him  to  pra&ife  it:  But  this  ought  to  be 
done  by  the  Dealer  in  Yarn,  another  Branch  of 
Bulinefs  of  the  Linen  Trade,  that  will  prove  a 
great  Benefit  to  the  Manufacture,  and  very  bene- 
ficial  to  thofe  who  follow  it. 

Ant  Perfon  who  underltands  Yarn,  may  buy  it 
up  in  fmall  Parcels  from  the  Spinners,  and  fort  it ; 
and  when  any  Weaver,  Houfe-wife,  or  Cloth- 
maker,hasQccafion  for Yarn, they  may  be  ferved  by 
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the  Yarn-merchants,  with  any  Quantity  they 
want,  all  of  the  fame  Girft  or  Staple,  Colour 
and  Finenefs,  wafhed  and  emptied,  ready  to  be 
put  in  the  Loom.  Were  this  Trade  more  fol¬ 
lowed,  and  become  univerfal,  we  lhould  have 
no  more  bad  Cloth,  nor  any  Cloth  difliklied 
by  Bars,  Strips,  or  Pirns,  occafioned  by  putting 
different  Kinds  of  Yarn,  or  Yarn  fpun  of  different 
Kinds  of  Flax,  in  the  fame  Piece.  The  next 
Article  of  the  Manufa&ure,  is  the  Weaving, 
which  wants  much  to  be  improved. 

Oiu  Weavers  were  formerly  in  no  E- 
Reem,  and  their  Bufinefs  little  underftood  or 
regarded  by  any  Body.  They  were,  and  flill  are 
very  ill  appointed  for  Looms :  Their  Reeds  were 
bad,  and  they  had  no  Variety  of  them,  which 
put  them  under  a  Kind  of  Neceffity  of  working 
different  Staples  of  Cloth  in  the  fame  Reed,  and 
introduced  a  bad  Practice  of  working^  Threes  in 
'the  Reed,  which  is  now  difufed. 

There  was  not  fuch  a  Thing  as  a  good  Reed 
to  be  got  in  the  Country,  and  thofe  commiffion- 
-ed  from  abroad  were  feldom  fent  them  of  the 
fame  Kind  they  wanted.  That  Difficulty  is 
now  removed,  fince  the  Truftees  brought  over 
from  Ireland,  a,  Country-man  of  our  own,  an 
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exceeding  skilful. Reed-maker,  whofe  Father  fet¬ 
tled  in  Ireland  upon  the  Ellablilhment  and  Itn- 
provemenc  of  their  Manufa&ure,  the  Country  may 
be  now  ferved  with  good  Reeds,  of  all  Sorts,  at 

reasonable  Rates. 

Thi  Prizes  of  z  /.  jo  s .  on  the  fineft, i  /.  i o  s» 
on  the  Second,  and  i  /.  on  the  common  Staple  of 
Linen,  given  annually  to  the  bed  made  Piece  of 
Cloth  of  thefe  leveral  Kinds,  at  each  Station 
where  a  Stamp-mailer  is  fettled,  have  done  great 
Service  to  the  Manufa&ure ;  and  the  Reeds, 
Harnefs,  Shuttles,  and  Temples,  alfo  lately  given 
to  the  Weavers  who  happen  to  work  the  Pieces 
of  Cloth  that  gain  the  Prizes,  have  improven 
the  Cloth  in  its  Goodnefs  much  more.  By 
thefe  the  Country  Weavers  fee  the  Benefit  of 
working  with  good  Tools,  and  are  informed  how 
to  be  furnilhed  with  them.  It  is  therefore,  with 
Submifllon,  propofed  to  the  Trullees,  when  they 
form  their  next  Plan,  that  for  the  further  Im¬ 
provement  of  the  Weaving, inftead  of  thefe  Prizes 
to  Houfe-wivcs  in  Money,  there  Ihould  be  an¬ 
nually  given,  at  each  Station  where  a  Stamp- 
mallcr  now  is,  or  where  they  fhall  be  afterwards 
fettled,  a  good  Dutch  Loom,  made  by  a  skilful 
Hand,  of  feafoned  Wood,  with  a  fine  Reed, 
Harnefs,  Shuttle  and  Temples,  as  a  Prize  for 

L  4  the 
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the  bed  maae  and  whitened  Cloth,  of  the  fined 
Kind  ;  a  Siicier  Loom  made  after  the  frijh  Man¬ 
ner,  with  all  its  Appurtenances,  in  the  fame  Way, 
as  a  Prize  to  the  bed  made  Piece  of  Cloth  of  the 
fee ond  Staple ;  and  a  well  made  Loom  of  the  or¬ 
dinary  Sort,  completely  mounted,  in  the  fame 
Manner,  as  a  Prize  for  the  bed  made  and  white¬ 
ned  Piece  of  Cloth  of  the  common  Staple. 

These  Prizes  mud  fall, where  they  ought,  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Weavers,  and  will  contribute 
.  greatly  to  improve  us  in  Weaving,  in  which  we 
have  already  lucceeded  beyond  our  Expectation. 
Thcfe  good  Looms  will  ditcover  to  the  Country  3 
every  where,  the  great  Advantage  of  working 
with  good  Tools,  and  improve  the  Weavers  in 
the  IJfe  or  them,  and  any  good  Loom- wright 
may,  irom  thefe  Patterns,  furniffi  the  Country 
with  Looms  of  the  fame  Sort ;  and  if  the  Coun¬ 
try  were  once  diffidently  dock'd  with  them,  thcfe 
Prizc«o corns  woulu  10  rar  ferve  the  new  entering 
Weavers,  who  might  purchafe  them  from  thofe 
who  gam  the  Prizes,  if  they  have  no  Occafion 
for  them  themfelves.  They  would  likewifeprove 
a  drong  Motive  to  excite  the  young  Tradefmen, 
(who  are  not  the  word  Workmen)  to  improve 
themfelves,  and  to  raife  their  Reputation  for 

,  good 
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good  Matters,  by  gaining  of  thefe  Prizes  them- 
felves. 

The  Funds  under  the  Dire&ion  of  the  Tru- 
flees  are  by  far  too  fcanty  to  anfwer  all  the 
Demands  of  the  Linen  Manufacture,  was  it  to 
be  improven  with  that  Expedition,  in  all  its 
Branches,  which  the  State  of  the  Trade  betwixt 
England  and  the  foreign  Linen  Countries  re¬ 
quires,  as  well  as  the  particular  Intereft  of  this 
Part  of  the  united  Kingdom,  and  the  general 
Good  of  the  whole,  Thefe  Prizes,  propofea  for 
the  Improvement  of  the  Weaving,  amount  to 
three  Times  the  Sum  that  is  now  given  for  the 
Encouragement  of  that  Branch,  exclufive  of  the 
Reeds,  Harnefs,  Shuttles,  and  Temples ;  and  as 
the  procuring  of  further  Funds  from  the  Publick, 
may  be  attendedwkhDifficulties  and  Delays, how¬ 
ever  neceflary  they  may  be  for  promoting  the 
common  Intereft  of  the  Publick ;  and  that  the 
Truftees  are  authorized  by  his  Majefty’s  Letters 
Patents,  to  vary  the  Application  of  the  Funds  al¬ 
ready  granted,  from  Purpofes  that  may  appear  to 
be  lefs  important  and  neceflary,  and  not  to  have 
anfwered  the  End  defigned  by  them, to  others  that 
from  Experience  are  found  to  be  of  greater  Im¬ 
portance  and  Neceffity,  and  to  promife  greater 
Succefs :  I  {hall  beg  Leave  to  fuggeft  an  Alte¬ 
ration, 
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radon,  which,  in  the  Opinion  of  many  skiliul 
Perfons,  may  be  fafely  made,  much  to  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  Manufacture. 

When  we  applied  for  the  Linen  Ad  of 
Parliament,  jn  Anno  1727.  and  for  his  Ma jelly’s 
Patent  (directing  the  Application  and  Diftribu- 
tion  of  the  Funds,  then  appropriated  by  Parlia¬ 
ment,  to  the  feveral  Ufes  therein  mentioned.) 
we  were  like  fo  many  blind  Men  groping  in  the 
Dark  ;  we  knew  not  where  or  how  to  begin  to 
retrieve  our  Affairs:  But  the'impartial  Executi¬ 
on  of  that  A  Ct  of  Parliament,  and  the  careful 
and  faithful  Application  of  the  Funds,  (fmall 
as  they  are)  have  opened  our  Eyes,  and  made  a 
full  Pifcoyery  of  all  our  Faults,  Failings  and 
ImperfeCUons ;  we  now  fee  clearly  thro’  all  the 
Canfes  of  our  Defects,  and  want  only  a  fufficient 
Store  of  proper  Remedies  to  cure  them. 

The  Premium  of  15  s.  upon  the  Acre  of 
Ground  fown  with  Flax,  intended  as  an  En¬ 
couragement  to  increafs  the  Quantity  of  home¬ 
grown  Flax,  and  to  improve  11s  in  our  Method 
of  managing  it,  has  fallen  much  Ihort  of  the 
End  propofed.  It  has  been  now  continued  for 
fix  Years,  and  the  Quantities  of  home-grown 
Flax  are  neverthelefs  very  little,  if  at  all,  increas¬ 
ed; 
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ed,  and  our  Method  of  managing  Flax  not  in 
the  lead  varied  to  Advantage,  nor  the  Flax,  raif- 
ed  upon  this  Encouragement,  any  better  than 
the  common  Flax  of  the  Country. 

W  £  do  not  want  to  raife  Flax  fo  much  as 
we  want  to  raife  good  Flax:  It  is  therefore  pro- 
pofed,  That  the  Truftees  lhould  apply  to  his 
Majefty,  when  they  form  their  next  Flan,  to  be 
impowered  to  fuperfede  that  Encouragement, 
and  that  all  the  Savings  on  that  Head,  and  the 
Savings  on  every  other  Branch  fhould  be  applied, 
in  the  firft  Place,  as  an  Encouragement  to  reform 
the  Country  in  their  Method  of  railing  and  ma¬ 
naging,  Sc.  their  Flax,  and  to  extend  and  dif- 
fufe,  over  the  whole  Country,  the  Flemijh  Me¬ 
thod  of  railing  and  managing  of  Flax,  already 
introduced. 

The  Improvement  of  this  Branch  juftly 
claims  the  Preference,  fince  we  now  know  for 
certain,  (from  Experience)  that  all  our  bad  Cloth 
is  owing  to  the  Badncfs  of  our  home-grown 
Flax,  arifing  from  our  Mifmanagement  of  it. 
Were  this  Method  univerfally  underftood,  and 
every  where  practifed,  we  know,  from  the  Ex. 
periments  already  made  of  it,  that  all  our  Flax 

fhould  be  good  in  its  Quality^  and  have  Reafon 

<■  . 
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to  believe,  that  the  Quantities  of  home-grown 
Flax  fhould  be  alfo  greatly  increafed ;  for  we 
find,  from  the  fame  Experiments,  that  thofe  who 
follow  this  Method  reap  great  Profits  by  railing 
of  Flax*. 

When  this  Flemtjh  Method  is  univerfally  un¬ 
derload,  Application  may  be  made  for  an  Aft 
of  Parliament  to  prevent  the  Management  of 
Flax  by  any  other  Way,  under  proper  Penalties; 
for  heedlefs  Perfons,  of  an  indolent  and  lazy  Dif- 
pofition,  will  always  allow  Sloth  and  Eafe  to 
get  the  better  of  their  Intereft,  and  mull  be  re¬ 
ft  rain’d  by  good  Laws  from  doing  Harm  to 
themfelves  or  others. 

I  r  the  Savings  on  the  fowing  of  Acres,  &c. 
and  other  Purpofes,  lhall  appear  to  be  more  than 
is  required  to  bring  the  Country  fpeedily  into 
this  Method  (already  noticed )  of  managing  our 
home-grown  Flax,  the  Remainder  may  be  ap¬ 
plied  towards  the  further  Improvement  of  the 
Weaving,  or  for  extending  the  right  Method 
of  bleaching  of  our  Linen  of  every  Staple, 
which  may  perhaps  defence  a  Preference.1 

Wi 

*  Vide  Page  i 59, 
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We  have,  by  the  Help  of  publick  Encou-f 
ragement,  introduced  and  brought  to  Perfection 
the  Art  of  bleaching  of  fine  Linen  as  praftifed  in 
Holland.  At  every  publick  Field  Quantities  of 
fine  Cloth  have  been  brought  to  as  good  a  Co¬ 
lour  as  any  whitened  in  Holland.  We  mifcarry 
now  and  then  in  feveral  Pieces ;  but  we  now 
know,  that  this  is  not  owing  to  the  Want  of 
Skill  or  Pains  in  the  Bleacher,  but  to  the  Bad- 
nefs  of  the  Flax  whereof  the  Cloath  is  made. 
We  cannot  bleach  fo  cheap  as  the  Hollanders  do, 
and  when  the  Caufes  of  this  are  duly  wreigh  d 
and  confidered  in  Parliament,  we  (hall,  no 
doubt,  procure  the  fame  Encouragement  that 
this  and  every  other  Nation  gives,  to  put  their 
own  Manufactures,  at  leaft,  upon  an  equal  Foot¬ 
ing  with  Foreigners,  who  are  their  Rivals  in 
the  Trade. 

The  feveral  Kinds  of  Potafhes  and  Sope  made 

at  prefent  only  in  Holland,  of  a  particular  Kind 

of  Potafhes  and  Olive-oyl,  ufed  in  bleaching  of 

fine  Linen,  are  all  brought  from  Holland,  and 

are  there  purchafed  by  their  Bleachers,  from  do 

to  70  per  Cent,  cheaper  than  they  coft  our 

Bleachers  here,  including  the  high  Duties, 

Freight,  and  Charges.  There  is  <dfo  one  Ma¬ 
terial, 
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terial,  the  Product  of  Poland,  without  which 
fine  Cloth  cannot  be  brought  to  a  full  Colour ; 
but  when  we  fend  to  Dantzick  to  enquire  for  it" 
it  is  not  fo  much  as  known,  or  to  be  found  there 
by  the  fame  Denomination  under  which  the  Dutch 
fell  it  in  Holland  j  and,  which  is  ftill  worfe, 
our  Holland  Factors  do  not  underhand  the  Qua¬ 
lities  of  thefe  Materials,  and  are  fometimes  im- 
pofed  on,  and  fend  them  bad  of  their  Kinds, 
or  one  Sort  inftead  of  another.  Butter-milk 
is  alfo  cheaper  in  Holland  than  here ;  but  as 
more  of  our  low  Grounds  are  inclofed  and  turn¬ 
ed  into  Grafs,  we  may  expeCt  to  have  that  Com¬ 
modity  at  an  eafier  Rate. 

4t 

We  mull  rely  on  our  Members  of  Parliament 
to  make  a  proper  Application,  to  have  the  Duties 
taken  off  thefe  foreign  Materials  ufed  in  bleaching 
of  Linen  ;  or,  to  encourage  the  making  of  them 
at  Home,  or  in  the  Plantations,  at  lead  that  fo 
many  of  them  as  are  ufed  at  publickBlcach-fields, 
fhould  be  exeemed  from  the  Payment  of  Duty  ; 
and,  to  prevent  any  Abufe  in  this,  the  Truflees 
may  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  CommiiHoners 
of  the  Cuftoms,  annually,  an  Account  of  the 
Quantities  that  are  wanted  for  the  Service  of 
thefe  Fields  ;  that  they  fliould  import  them,  and 
direct  the  Delivery  of  them,  at  the  Sight  of  a  pro- 

-  J  per 
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per  Officer  of  the  Revenue,  to  the  Matters  of  the 
feveral  Bleach-fields,  at  the  prime  Coft.  When 
they  give  in  the  Account  for  the  lucceeding  Year, 
they  fhould  alfo  give  in  to  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  Revenue,  an  Account  of  the  Quantities  of 
Cloth  bleached  at  the  feveral  Fields,  the  Mate¬ 
rials  ufed,  and  how  many  remain  on  hand  un- 
ufed,  £3c. 

The  Truftces  fhould  alio  fend  over,  at  the 
publick  Charge,  one  of  their  beft  Bleachers  tq 
Dantzick,  to  find  out  that  Poli(h  Material,  and 
to  inftrud  the  Fadors  there  in  the  right  Know¬ 
ledge  of  it,  that  we  may  be  ferved  with  it  from 
thence  diredly,  good  of  its  Kind  ;  and  fhould 
fend  the  fame  Perfon  to  Holland ,  to  teach  cur 
Factors  there  a  Way  to  know  the  Sufficiency  of 
all  the  Materials  brought  from  thence. 

If  fome  Care  is  not  taken  to  relieve  our  pub- 
lick  Bleach-fields  of  this  heavy  Burden  they 
grone  under,  this  valuable  Eranch  of  the  Trade 
will  run  a  risk  of  being  loft,  notwithftanding  the 
great  Expencc  it  has  coft  the  Publick,  and  much 
more  the  private  Adventurers,  who  have  funk 
large  Sums  in  laying  out  Fields,  building  of  pro¬ 
per  Houfes,  and  furnifhing  them  with  Coppers, 

Fats, 
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Fats,  Tubs,  &c.  and  bringing  over  annually 
foreign  Servants,  at  high  Wages,  to  inftruft  our 
People  in  the  Way  of  handling  and  working  the 
Cloth.  Were  all  the  Materials  for  bleaching  to 
be  had  here,  at  as  efay  Rates  as  in  Holland ,  as 
Labour  is  fully  as  cheap  here  as  in  Holland,  and 
as  our  People  will,  by  Experience,  improve  in 
their  Dexterity  and  Slight  in  working,  we  may 
reafonably  hope  to  be  foon  capable  of  bleaching 
as  cheap  as  the  Hollanders  do. 

Where  the  Linen-manufafture  is  fo  fully 
eftabliihed,  as  with  us,  it  mult  be  carried  on  in 
all  its  Branches,  and  in  every  Kind  and  Staple 
of  Cloth.  The  Holland  Manner  of  Bleaching 
is  only  for  fine  Goods ;  for  Cloth  under  three 
Shillings  per  Yard  cannot  bear  the  Expence  of 
it,  nor  does  luch  Cloth  require  fo  high  a  Colour. 
We  have  already  one  Bleach-field  fettled  at 
Qmifioun,  where  the  Irijh  Method  of  Bleaching 
is  practifed  (who  ufc  no  Milk)  and  it  fucceeds 
very  well  in  whitening  of  middling  Cloth,  at  fuch 
Rates  as  thofe  Kinds  of  Goods  can  bear.  The 
Colour  given  in  this  Way  is  fufficient  for  all  our 
Shirting  and  Sheeting,  from  eighteen  Pence  to 
three  Shillings  per  Yard.  Bleach- fields  of  this 
Kind  ought  to  be  .eftabliihed  over  the  whole 
Country  for  our  great  Staple,  ©f  which  we  make 

the 
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the  greateft  Quantities,  <viZ.  from  twelve  Pence  to 
two  Shillings  a  Yard,  which  goes  moftly  to  Lon - 
for  Printing  j  for  it  is  impoffible  to  prevent 
the  Ufe  of  hurtful  Materials,  fo  long  as  any  Part 
af  the  Bleaching  remains  in  private  Hands, 
where  the  Law  cannot  take  Effcd  for  want  of 
Proof. 

4  *  r  t  •  V  *  *  * 

Many  Hundreds  of  Women  mifimploy  five 
Months  of  the  Year,  in  tending  the  bleaching  of 
a  few  Pieces  of  ordinary  Linen,  on  the  Banks  of 
every  running  Brook,  or  near  any  large  Spring  : 
As  thefe  are  all  good  Spinners,  this  is  a  great 
Lofs  to  the  Manufacture.  Four  Men  and  fix 
Women,  by  the  Means  of  a  Bleach-field  well 
laid  out,  proper  fcloufes,  Utenfils  and  Materials, 
will  difpatch  as  much  Work,  and  whiten  to 
Purpofe  more  Cloth  than  fixty  of  thele  W omen 
do  in  their  prefent  Way ;  and  were  publick 
Bleach-fields  laid  out  in  convenient  Places  for 
the  Service  of  the  whole  Country,  we  Ihould  not 
only  have  all  our  Cloth  well  whitened,  without 
the  Ufe  of  any  hurtfui  Material,  but  alfo  our 
Spinning  greatly  increafed ;  for  thefe  Women 
would  fpin  more  in  the  five  Summer  Months 
than  they  do  in  the  other  Seven,  when  the  Days 
are  Ihort,  and  muft  be  put  to  the  Expence  of 
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Fire  and  Candle,  and  have  in  that  Seafon  alfo 
feveral  other  Kinds  of  Work  to  do. 

At  prefent  the  Cloth  bleached  by  every  private 
Hand,  differs  fo  much  one  Piece  from  another,  that 
fcarce  one  Pack  of  Goods,  of  the  lameFinenefs,  is 
to  be  had  of  the  fame  Colour ;  but  was  all  our 
Cloth  whitened  in  publick  Fields,  all  of  the  fame 
Staple  would  be  alfo  of  the  fame  Colour. 

The  Town  of  Dumfemling  have  lately  un¬ 
dertaken  to  lay  out  a  Bleach-field  for  their  great 
Staple,  Table-linen ;  and  if  they  fucceed,  we 
have  good  Ground  to  hope  that  others  will 
follow  their  Example :  4nd  the  Truftees  will, 
no  doubt,  give  all  the  Encouragement  in  their 
Power  (to  aflift  any  Perfon  who  is  willing  to 
fet  fo  good  a  Work  on  Foot)  that  the  State  of 
the  Funds  under  their  Dire&ion  will  allow 
of. 

M  r.  Holden  has  lately  undertaken  to  lay  out 
a  tery  large  Bleach-field  in  the  Neighbourhood ' 
of  Dundee,  for  bleaching  fo  much  of  their  lowed 
Staple  as  they  are  in  Ufe  to  export  white,  with 
Kelp,  at  fuch  a  Rate  as  thofe  low-pric’d  Goods 
can  bear.  If  this  fucceeds,  another  of  the  fame 
Kind  near  to  Aberbrotbock ,  and  one  in  the 

Neigh- 
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Neighbourhood  of  Montrofe  or  Brechin ,  will 
be  fufficient  for  whitening  all  the  coarfe  Goods 
of  Angus  ;  and,  by  Degrees,  we  may  have  the 
Bleaching  upon  a  right  Footing  every  where,  and 
all  carried  on  in  publick  Fields,  where  the  Laws, 
regulating  the  Trade  of  Bleaching,  mull  be  duly 
obferved,  and  the  Country  intirely  freed  of  the 
lead  Apprehenfion  of  the  Ufe  of  any  hurtful 
Material,  which  will  very  much  advance  the 
Value  of  our  Cloth  of  every  Kind. 

The  Manufacture  of  Cambrick  is  put  up¬ 
on  as  good  a  Footing  as  it  can  be.  Since  the 
Truftees  have  given  an  Encouragement  for  Ap¬ 
prentices,  &c.  the  foreign  Weavers  have  as  many 
as  they  can  inftrud.  Wc  want  only  to  bring 
in  the  Weft  Country  to  a  right  Method  of  ma¬ 
naging  their  Flax,  of  dreffing  it  with  Brufhes, 
and  fpinning  in  the  Piccardy  Way ;  that  we  may 
be  furniihed  with  Quantities  of  fine  Yarn  for 
Cambrick  Warp,  as  well  as  Woof,  which  they  do 
already  very  well.  It  is  a  Lofs  to  this  Manu¬ 
facture,  that  no  Perfons  of  any  great  Stock  have 
as  yet  bound  thernfelves  to  it.  This  would  prove 
a  beneficial  Trade  for  any  Man  of  Subftance,  to 
•breed  himfelf  a  Cambriek-weayer ;  he  might 
then  buy  up  his  own  Yarn,  and  keep  as  many 
Looms  at  Work  as  his  Stock  will  admit  of;  or, 

M  2  he 
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he  might  buy  up  Cambricks  green,  from  the  poor 
\veavci.s  (which  no  Man  but  a  bred  Cam  brick- 
weavei  durfl  adventure  upon,  fo  difficult  is  it  to 
.know  the  Value  of  thofe  Goods  before  they  are 

■  whitened)  and  bleach  and  finifh  them  for  Sale, 
upon  his  own  Account. 

The  laft  Article  of  the  Linen-  trade,  is  the 
making  up,  and  finilTiing  of  Goods  for  the 
Market.  In  this  we  were  abfolute  Strangers, 
until  two  PrelTes  for  that  Purpofe  were  fet  up  at 
Glafgow  by  the  Help  of  publick  Encouragement ; 
one,  after  the  Dutch  Manner,  for  fine  plain  Linen, 
and  another  hot  Prefs,  after  the  Mancbefter 
Manner,  for  coloured  Goods,  fuch  as  Bonsais, 
Checks,  and  Handkerchiefs,  i3c.  Were  the  Houfes 
(where  thefe  Prefles  are)  enlarged,  and  more 
PrelTes  fet  up  in  them  to  anfwer  the  Demands  of  the 

■  Dealers,  without  Lofs  of  Time  in  waiting  while 
the  Prefles  are  full  of  other  Goods  ;  thefe  would 
be  fufficient  to  ferve  the  whole  Weft  Country, 
Glafgow  being  their  chief  Market,  and  Place  for 
Export.  If  a  Set  of  thefe  Prefles  were  fet  up  in 
this  City,  or  any  where  in  its  Neighbourhood> 
for  making  up,  and  finifhing  of  plain  and 
coloured  Goods,  which  go  from  hence  Coaft- 
wife  to  London ,  or  are  exported  from  this  Place 
to  the  Plantations;  they  would  do  much  to 

ferve 
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ferve  all  the  Manufacture  of  this  Country  of  the 
Lotbians ,  and  the  Manufactures  of  Ftfe,  which 
are  fold  at  this  Market. 

This  Kind  of  Finifhing  is  a  great  Advan¬ 
tage  to  all  Kinds  of  Goods,  to  pleafe  the  Eye  ot 
the  Buyer.  Some  Kinds,  efpccially  coloured 
Goods,  and  fine  Linen,  are  advanced  in  their 
Value  above  five  per  Cent .  at  fome  Markets,  by 
right  Up-making :  But  Goods  intended  for  Prin¬ 
ting,  fell  bed  in  the  Water- fold.  As  thofe  Goods 
are  to  undergo  another  Manufacture,  berate  they 
are  prefented  in  the  Market  for  Sale,  thofe  who 
deal  in  them  chufe  to  buy  them  without  any 
Up-making, 

W  hbkevsr  any  Quantities  of  Linen-goods 
are  fold  for  Export,  there  ought  to  be  a  common 
packing  Prefs  to  make  up  all  their  Bales  neatly  ; 
and  Care  fhould  be  taken,  that  every  Pack  confi.it 
of  Pieces  of  Cloth  all  of  the  lame  Kind,  Price, 
and  Lengths ;  that  the  Buyer  be  not  put  to  the 
Trouble  of  opening  up,  and  toiling  over  the 
whole  Packs  in  a  Ware  houfe,  before  he  can  find 
a  Parcel  of  the  particular  Kind  of  Goods  he 
wants.  This  will  be  no  Inconveniency  to  the 
Exporter, where  a  whole  Cargo  is  configned  to  the 
fame  Faftor,  which  is  often  the  Cafe  ;  for  in- 

M  3  &cad 
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ftead  of  eYery  one  tending  his  own  Packs,  each 
Pack  mixt  with  Goods  of  different  Kinds,  Lengths 
and  Prices,  as  they  now  do,  (which  is  much  com¬ 
plained  of  at  London ,  both  by  the  Factors  and 
Linen-drapers)  he  may  advife  his  Factor,  that 
he  has  configned  to  him,  Be.  fo  many  Pieces,  of 
fuch  a  Length  and  Price  each,  m  Pack  N°*  i. 
fo  many  in  Pack  N  9  •  2.  and  fo  on. 


T  here  ought  to  be  one  of  thofe  packing 
Prefles  at  Perth ,  one  at  Dundee,  one  at  Abcr - 
hrctbock ,  and  one  at  Montrofe :  That  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  may  ferve  for  Dunifermling,  Kirkcaldy , 
Cozvpar ,  and  other  Goods  of  Fife,  that  are  ex¬ 
ported,  and  Glafgow  for  all  the  Weft. 

© 

T  h  e  Security  of  the  Linen-manufafture  de¬ 
pends  chiefly  upon  the  rigorous  and  impartial 
Execution  of  the  Lihen  Aft  of  Parliament,  made 
1727.  and  this  upon  the  Diligence  and  Fidelity 
of  the  Stamp -mafters  and  riding  Officers ;  and 
Readings  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  and  Ma- 
giftrates  within  Burgh,  to  hear  and  determine  all 
Complaints  fpeedily,  as  that  excellent  Law  di- 
refts.  So  long  as  the  Juftices  and  Magiftrates 
continue  to  do  their  Duty  as  they  have  done  ; 
and  fo  long  as  the  Truftees  follow  the  Rcfolution 
they  at  firft  laid  down,  and  have  hitherto  fteadi- 
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ly  purfucd,  of  encouraging  their  Officers,  while 
they  continue  diligent  and  faithful  in  the  Exe¬ 
cution  of  their  Truft,  and  to  make  the  Certainty 
of  their  Bread  depend  upon  their  own  Honcfty ; 
and  to  calheir  them,  without  Mercy,  when  they 
are  convi&ed  of  a  Fault,  the  Manufacture  is 
fafe,  and  mnft  ever  be  fo  in  fuch  Hands. 

M  x.  Holden's  Machine  for  examining  Cloth,  is 
a.  fevere  and  a  jufl  Trial  of  the  Goodnefs  of  Cloth, 
and  difeovevs,  at  once,  the  lead  Fault  in  it.  As 
this  Machine  like  wife  meafures  with  the  greateft 
Exa&nefs,  while  the  Stamp -matter  is  furveying, 
the  Practice  of  it  will  contribute  greatly  to  the 
Eafe  of  the  Stamp-mafter,  and  towards  his 
Difpatch  in  hisBufinefs :  It  is  therefore  propofed, 
that  the  Truftees  ffiould  either  furniffi  each  of 
their  Stamp  matters  with  one  of  them,  at  the 
publick  Charge,  or  oblige  them  to  purchafe  one. 
If  any  of  them  have  not  feen  it,  they  may  be 
inftru&ed  in  the  Ufe  of  it  by  the  riding  Officers 
on  their  Circuit.  The  Stamp  matters  are  at 
prefent rather  too  few  inNumber  for  the  Service  of 
the  Country ;  but  theTruftees  will,  no  doubt,  take 
care  to  increafe  their  Stations  and  Number,  as  the 
Manufacture  extends,  which  they  hive  formerly 
done,  from  Time  to  Time,  as  the  Circuinftances 
of  the  Manufacture  required,  that  no  Weaver 
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or  Clotii-  maker  may  be  put  to  the  Inconveniency 
of  carrying  his  Cloth  too  far  from  Home  to  be 
infpefted  and  ftampt. 

t  *'  .  ..  ,  »  :  \ 

I  t  is  obvious,  from  what  has  been  faid,  how 
neceflary  thefe  Improvements  of  the  Linen-ma- 
nu.auure  aie  in  all  its  oranches,  and  how  much 
it  imports  this  Country,  and  the  common  Intereft 
oi  the  united  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  in  ge¬ 
nual,  to  have  them  brought  fpeedily  to  Pcrfedtion. 
.They  are  therefore  moft  humbly  fubmitted  to  the 
Confideration  of  thofe  Perfons  who  have  it  in 
their  Power  to  make  them  effectual  ;  that  as  they 
tender  the  common  Good  of  their  Country, 
which  comprehends  the  particular  Good  of  every 
Individual  in  it,  they  will  be  at  Pains  to  fet  a- 

foot,  and  to  bring  to  Perfection  fo  good  a 
Work.  1  ■ ' 

Firft.  That  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  fet 
about  the  erecting  of  Country  Work-houfes  for 
imploying  of  the  Poor,  and  breeding  all  out 
fpare  Hands  to  fom«  Branch  of  the  Linen-trade; 

and  that  none,  who  are  able  to  work,  be  allowed 

*  *  *  *-  *» 

any  longer  to  be  idle 

Secondly; 
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Secondly .  That  the  Truftees  apply  the  Funds 
under  their  Dircdicn,  to  the  bell  Advantage,  to 

further  thefe  Improvements. 

■ 

it* 
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f thirdly .  That  the  Royal  Boroughs,  who  were 

at  the  Trouble  and  Expence  of  preparing  and[ 
procuring  the  Linen  Ad  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Application  of  thefe  Funds,  and  who  are  ftill  at 
the  Expence  of  the  Management  of  them,  fhould,. 
with  our  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  make 
the  proper  Applications  for  fuch  other  Encou- 

'•-V  ■* 

ragements  to  the  Linen-manutadure  as  depend 
upon  the  Legiffature;  that  the  fame  Advantages 
may  be  granted  to  us  in  this  Trade,  which  this, 
and  every  other  State,  that  wifely  confiders  and 
purfues  its  own  Intereft,  gives  to  its  own  Home- 
manufactures,  in  Preference  to.  Foreigners,  who 
carry  on,  and  deal  in  the  fapae  Trade. 


Xfae  Interest  Qf  SCOT* 

LAND  confidered,  &c. 


P  A  R  T  III. 


-Nor  took  on. 


*  ,  •  '  _  *  * 

Shamefully  pajjlve,  while  Batavian  Fleets 

Defraud  us  of  the  glittering  finny  Swarms, 
&)>at  heave  our  Friths,  and  crowd  upon  our  Shores ; 
H*w  all-enlivening  Trade  to  roufe,  and  wing 
cfhe  profpercus  Sail,  from  every  growing  Port, 
Unchalleng’d,  round  the  Sea-mended  Globe ; 
jind  thus  united  Britain  Britain  make 

Intire  th’  imperial  Mi  ft  re  ft  of  the  Deep- 

Thomson’/  Seafons. 


U  R  Situation  on  an  Ifland,  now 
that  we  are  happily  united  under 
the  fame  Government*  and  all 
Members  of  one  Society,  gives  us 
many  and  great  Advantages  over 


other  Nations.  We  have  a  bold  Coaft  all 
round,  which  frees  us  from  the  great  Expence 
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that  the  Inhabitants  of  flat-coafting  Countries 
are  put  to,  in  railing  and  keeping  in  Repair 
Dikes  and  Bulwarks,  'to  defend  their  Country 
from  the  Overflowings  and  Encroachments  of 
the  Sea. 

Nations  on  the  Continent  arc  obliged  to 
build  Forts,  and  to  fortify  Towns  at  a  great 
Expence ;  to  keep  thefe  Fortifications  in  conftant 
Repair ;  and  to  garifon  them  with  regular 
Forces  to  defend  their  Frontiers  from  Invafion, 
or  the  Encroachments  of  bad  Neighbours.  They 
are  alfo  obliged  to  keep  large  Armies  in  Pay, 
even  in  Times  of  Peace,  in  cafe  of  a  Rupture: 
But  we  are,  by  our  Situation,  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure  exeemed  from  ail  thofe  Expences;  ourCoafts 
defend  us  from  the  Sea,  and  the  Seas  defend  us 
from  Foreigners.  We  can  neither  be  fuddenly 
nor  eafily  attack’d  ;  for  a  very  final]  Land- 
army  will  take  a  very  great  Fleet  to  tranfporc 
it.  .... 

/  i  •  .  V  . 
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T  o  our  Situation  we  ow  it,  that  our 
Army  confifls  but  of  an  Handful  of  Troops,  in 
Comparifonof  the  Armies  that  fmaller  States  arc 
obliged  to  keep  in  conftant  Pay  ;  that  we  have 
no  more  Forts  than  are  neceffary  to  defend  our 
beft  Harbours,  and  navigable  Rivers,  and  a  few 

Places 
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Places  of  Arms.  We  have  no  fortified  Towns, 
fave  Portfmouthi  and  Berwicky  which  deferves 
not  the  Name.  In  Times  of  Peace  we  maintain 
no  more  regular  Forces  than  are  neceflary  to 
keep  the  Peace  of  a  Country,  fo  populous  and 
extenfive  y  to  preferve  good  Order,  and  to  quell 
and  fupprefs  any  factious  Infurre&ion,  or  popu¬ 
lar  Tumult,  that  might  involve  us  in  Confufion, 
and  endanger  our  Liberties.  We  place  our 
Confidence  chiefly  in  our  naval  Force ;  and 
while  we  are  Matters  of  the  Seas  that  furround 
us,  a  powerful  Fleet  and  a  moderate  Land- 
army  will,  in  all  human  Probability,  prove  a 
fufficient  Security. 

,  ,  4  ,  *■  , 

„  V  •  ’  f  >  A  ,  • 

So  uncertain  are  the  Winds,  that  a  fmall 
Fleet  may  poffibly  efcape  ours,  and  land  a  few 
Troops  on  fame  of  the  remote  Parts  of  our 
Coafts ;  but  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  fuch 
a  Fleet  to  fecurc  its  Retreat,  and  a  fmall  Land- 
army,  without  Hopes  of  Relief,  could  not  fub- 
(ift  long  in  an  Enemy’s  Country.  No  prudent 
Adminiftration  will  ever  undertake  an  Enterprize 
fo  dangerous,  where  there  is  fcarce  a  Chance  of 
fuccecding.  — * 

The  Court  of  Spain  defigned  a  Defcent 
upon  us  in  1719 :  But  their  Admiral  Qafiagnetta. 

feemed. 


Scotland  considered,  &c. 
feemed  to  judge  better  of  the  Risk  he  run>  than 
thofe  who  concerted  the  Scheme  ;  he  bore  hard 
to  Wind-ward  with  his  Men  of  War,  until  he 
loft  Company  with  the  Tranfports,  and  thereby 
faved  his  own  and  his  MafteFs  Honour  at  the 
Expence  of  the  Projeft.  In  1708.  the  French , 
with  a  Squadron  of  light  and  clean  Ships  from 
Dunkirk y  came  upon  our  Coafts  with  a  fmall 
Body  of  Troops ;  but  our  Fleet  was  in  with 
them  before  they  could  get  any  of  their  Men 
landed, 

Amy  Nation  that  has  Accefs  to  the  Sea,  may, 
by  Force  of  Money,  build  or  purchafe  a  Fleet 
of  Ships  ;  but  very  few  Nations  have  a  fufficient 
Number  of  goad  Sailors  to  man  them ;  and, 
without  thefe,  a  Fleet  (like  a  Fort  without  a 
Garifon  to  defend  it)  is  of  no  Ufe. 

N  o  Nation  can  have  a  Navy,  where  there 
is  not  a  Fund  of  Bufinefs  to  breed  and  imploy 
Seamen,  without  any  Expence  to  the  Publick, 
but  when  they  are  actually  imployed  in  the 
Service  of  the  Publick.  A  Fleet  depends  upon 
Navigation,  Navigation  upon  Trade,  and 
Trade  upon  Home-manufactures  and  Fifheries« 
We  have  many  and  various  Means  to  fupport 
and  increafe  all  thefe,  beyond  any  Nation  in  the 

Univerfe. 
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Univerfe.  Oar  Plantation -trade  (as  before  ob- 
ferved)  is  a  great  Fund  for  carrying  on  every  one 
of  thefe  Branches  of  Bufinefs. 

f 

The  Watermen  imployed  in  Wherries,  rand 
other  (mall  Boats  on  the  River  of  Thames,  and' 
the  ferving  of  London  with  Firing  from  North¬ 
umberland  and  Scotland ,  breeds  and  maintains 
great  Numbers  of  good  Sailors,  and  thefe,  with 
the  Ships  in  the  River,  arc  always  at  hand  to 
man  the  Royal  Navy  on  any  fudden  Emergency, 
while  the  Merchants  may  be  foon  furnifhed 
with  other  Sailors  from  a  greater  I>iflance*  But, 

Our  Coafl:  frilling  is,  of -ail others,  the  greateft 
Nurfery  for  Seamen.  This  Bufinefs  is  carried 
on,  more  or  lefs,  in  every  Fart  upon  theCoafts 
of  the  whole  Ifland  of  Great  Britain ,  and  upon 
the  Coafts  of  all  the  Iflands  that  belong  to  it. 
Every  Man,  who  has  been  a  few  Years  in  the 
Practice  ot  going  to  Sea  to  ‘fifli  in  an  open  Boat, 
makes  a  good  Seaman  before  the  Maft,  and 
moll  cif  them  do  go  to  Sea,  when  an  Occafion 
of  a  good  Voyage  comes  in  their  Way  ;  and 
when  it  is  over,  they  return  again  to  the  Fifh- 
ing,  until  fuch  another  Opportunity  offers. 

The 
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.  V 

The  Filhing  of  Herrings,  by  large  Buflies, 
in  deep  Water,  is  a  Trade  that  formerly  bred  and 
imployed  great  Numbers  of  Sailors,  and  was  a 
very  great  Fund,  both  of  Navigation  and  Trade, 
to  the  united  Provinces.  By  the  Failure  of  the 
Herring-markets  in  the  Baltick,  and  other  Ports 
in  the  North,  that  Trade  is  much  decayed. 
Two  thoufand  Bulhes  ufed  to  be  annually  im¬ 
ployed  in  it,  and  now  they  rarely  fit  out  above 
Three  hundred.  Good  Herrings  give  the  higheft 
Price  in  Flanders ,  and  the  other  neighbouring 
Provinces;  and  were  it  not  for  thofe  Markets, 
which  are  fecured  to  the  Hollanders  by  their 
Situation,  this  Trade  would  probably  be  given 
up.  We  attempted  it  lately  upon  a  Subfcription- 
ftock  raifed  by  the  Freemen  Burgefles  of  the 
Royal  Boroughs,  and  carried  it  on  for  fomc 
Years  at  fo  great  a  Lofs,  that  the  Copartnery 
were  obliged  to  break  up,  and  give  it  over.  This 
Trade  has  been  carried  on  fince  ‘by  private  Ad¬ 
venturers,  upon  an  Encouragement  from  the 
Publick,  out  of  the  Funds  appropriated  by  Par¬ 
liament,  under  the  Direction  of  the  Troftees. 

This  Royal-borough  Fifhery  was  af^  the 
Expence  to  introduce  and  inftrudt  us  to  fit  out 
and  equip  Bulhes,  to  catch,  drefs  and  cure  Her¬ 
rings 
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rings  after  the  Dutch  Manner.  We  fifh  in  the 
fame  Seas,  and  the  Herrings  taken  by  us  are  of 
the  fame  Quality  with  thofe  caught  by  the 
Dutch ;  we  drefs,  fort,  and  cure  our  Herrings 
every  Bit  as  well  as  the  Dutch  do,  and  draw  as 
high  a  Price  for  them  at  a  foreign  Market.  This 
Trade  is  very  precarious  and  cafual,  as  to  the 
Quantities  taken  by  each  Bufli ;  but  our  Bufhes  are 
generally  as  fuccefsful  that  Way  as  the  Dutch  are, 
and  the  Adventurers  are  neverthelefs  as  yet  Lofers. 

Our  Lofs  turns  chiefly  upon  our  frequent 
and  expenfive  Repairs,  and  renewing  of  our  Nets ; 
and  fome  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Dutch  have 
in  this  a  great  Advantage  over  us ;  that  they 
have  a  Method  (ftill  unknown  to  us)  of  manag¬ 
ing  and  drying  their  NAs,  which  makes  them 
endure  much  longer  in  Service  than  ours  do  : 
But  this  is  a  Miftake,  which  fhall  be  noticed  in 
its  Place.  Others  fay  theit  Advantage  lies  in 
their  Way  of  fitting  out  and  equipping  their 
Bufhes.  In  Holland,  the  Copartners  in  this 
Trade,  generally  confifl  of  Ship-carpenters, 
Rope-makers,  Sail-makers,  Twine- workers,  Net- 
makers,  Coopers,  and  the  Sailors  and  Pifhers 
themfelves.  The  Sea-provifions  and  Stores,  for 
curing  the  Fifh,  are  laid  in  upon  the  common 

Heatf:  but  the  Wages  of  the  Fifhermen  and 

.  Sailors 
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Sailors  arc  paid  in  Proportion  to  the  Quantities 
of  Herrings  taken  and  cured.  If  thefe  Adven¬ 
turers  can  but  fave  themfelves  by  the  Trade, 
they  are  feverally  Gainers,  in  their  own  Way  of 
Bufinefs,  by  their  Profits  upon  the  Repairs  and 
Furnifhings,  &c.  to  thofe  Bufhes,  whereof  they 
are  Sharers  ;  whereas,  at  prefent,  our  Adven¬ 
turers  in  this  Trade  are  Merchants,  who  muft 
build  or  purchafe  their  Bufhes,  and  all  thcirFifh- 
ing-equipagc  and  Stores,  and  pay  their  Fiihers 
and  Sailors  their  Wages,  by  the  Month,  without 
Regard  to  their  Succefs. 

;■  v  $  '  ■' 

The  Dutch  have,  by  their  Situation,  a  na~ 
tural  Advantage  of  the  Flanders  Markets  ;  but 
thefe  other  Advantages  are  all  acquired  by  a 
long  Experience  in  the  Trade  ;  and  if  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  purfue  it,  we  fhall,  in  Time,  and  by 
Degrees,  fall  upon  as  frugal  Methods  of  Fitting 
out  and  Management,  and  carry  it  on  to  as 
great  Advantage  as  they  can  do.  We  have 
many  natural  Advantages  over  them  ;  and 
were  thefe  as  much  improven  as  they  might  be, 
we  ought  certainly  to  cut  them  out  of  this 
Trade.  ■ 

i 

The  Herrings  fwim  from  the  North  in 
deep  Water,  all  along  out  Coalfs  to  the  South- 

N  ward, 
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ward,  and  at  a  great  Diftance  from  the  Coafts 
.  of  Holland.  Our  Bullies  may  run,  with  their 
Herrings,  from  the  Seas  where  they  are  catched, 
and  put  them  on  Shore,  and  have  them  repacktj 
and  Ihipc,  ready  to  fail  for  the  Market,  before 

the  HollandSTS  can  be  moor'd  in  their  own  Har- 

/ 

bour  s. 

This  Trade  was  introduced  and  brought  to 
Perfection,  in  Holland,  at  the  Expence  ofpublick 
Companies  j  and  after  they  had  funk  their 
Stock,  and  were,  neverthelefs,  ftill  carrying  on 
the  Trade  with  Lofs,  like  ours,  they  broke  up, 
and  gave  it  over  ;  and  then  the  Trade  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  private  Hands,  who  had  been,  by  thefe 
Companies,  bred  and  inftru&ed  in  the  perfect 
Knowledge  of  it.  Thefe  private  Adventurers 
had  great  Profits  in  the  Beginning,  by  purchaf- 
ing  from  the  Companies  their  Bulhes,  Filhing- 
equipage  and  Stores,  far  below  the  Value. 

This  Trade  was  carried  on,  for  fome  Ages, 
by  the  Dutch,  in  the  fame  Way  it  was  then 
followed  by  us,  viz.  in  fmall  Buihes  from  i  o  to 
20  and  25  great  Lafts  Burden  ;  but  Expe¬ 
rience  at  laft  taught  them,  that  they  could  not 
purfue  it  with  Profit  in  fuch  fmall  Veflels,  by 
reafon  of  the  great  Pittance  of  their  Har¬ 
bours 


Scotland  conjtdered ,  &d  ips 

hours  from  the  Herring  Seas.  In  is  now  carried 
on  by  large  Buflies  ef  50  Lafis  Burden  and  up*, 
wards,  which  are  navigated,  and  the  Fifhing 
managed,  by  fewer  Hands,  and  at  a  fmallef 
Expence,  in  Proportion  to  the  Fifhing-equipage 
and  Stores  thefe  large  Veffels  carry,  than  it 
could  be  done  by  the  fmall  ones,  under  the  Dis¬ 
advantage  of  fo  long  a  Run  from  the  Herring 
Seas  to  their  own  Harbours.  The  few  that 
follow  it  with  us,  do  it  by  Buflies  of  the  fame 
Size,  and  at  a  greater  Expence  than  the  Dutch 
do,  negle&ing  the  Advantage  of  our  Situation. 

Every  Dutch  Bufh  is,  what  they  call,  doubly 
found  in  Fifhing-equipage,  that  is,  each  Bufll 
has  two  complete  Sets  of  Nets :  With  one  of  thefe 
they  put  to  Sea,  and  rcndevouze  in  the  Harbour 
of  Bra  fly -found  in  Zetland,  in  the  Beginning 
of  June,  and  from  thence,  agreeable  to  their 
Rules,  begin  their  Fifhing  upon  St.  John's  Day. 
When  they  have  fifhed  thirty  or  forty  Days, 
they  return  home,  and  put  a-fhore  the  Herrings 
they  have  then  taken,  to  be  repackt  and  dreft 
For  the  firft  Markets.  They  put  a-fhore  their 
Nets  to  be  repair’d  and  new  barkt,  and  take 
on  Board  their  other  Set  of  Nets,  and  fo  much 
more  Salt  and  Cask  as  they  may  have  OcCafion 
for,  and  return  dire&ly,  without  Lofs  of  Time, 

N  3  to 


The  Inter  eft  of 

to  the  Fifhing.  Thofc  who  have  Yagers  to  at¬ 
tend  them,  &c.  continue  fifhing  until  their 
Yagers  bring  their  fecond  Fleet  of  Nets,  and 
carry  home  the  firft.  By  this  Method  of  ma¬ 
naging  their  Nets,  they  endure  twice  as  long, 
without  Repairs,  as  ours  do  ;  becaufe  we  have 
but  one  Fleet  of  Nets  to  each  Bufh  at  a  Time, 
and  filh  on  with  thefe  the  whole  Seafon,  where¬ 
by  the  Twine  is  fo  much  opened  and  weakned 
by  being  conftantly  wet ;  and,  in  bad  Weather, 
when  they  cannot  fifh,  are  in  greater  Hazard  of 
rotting  in  the  Hold.  It  is  owing  to  this,  and 
to  this  bad  Management  alone,  that  we  lofe  fo 
much  by  the  frequent  Lofs,  Renewing  and  Re¬ 
pairs  of  our  Nets;  whereas  in  this  great  Article 
we  ought  to  have  the  better  of  the  Dutch. 

I  f  all  our  Fifhing-equipage  and  Stores  were 
lodged  at  Larwick  on  Brajfy-found,  or  at  Peter¬ 
head,  our  Bufhes  might  from  thence  take  on 
Board  one  of  their  Sets  of  Nets,  and  Salt  and 
Cask  for  eight  or  ten  Lafts  of  Herrings,  at  moft, 
at  one  Time  ;  and  when  they  have  filht  twenty 
or  thirty  Days,  they  might*  without  Lofs  of 
Time,  return  to  either  of  thefe  Ports,  where  their 
Nets  and  Stores  are  lodged,  .and  put  a-fhore 
their  Nets  to  be  dried,  repaired,  and  put  again 

in  the  Bark-pits  for  a  few  Days.  The  Barking 

them 
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them  then,  when  they  are  open  with  the  Wet, 
does  them  more  Service  than  at  firfc,  and  makes 
them  ftand  the  Wet  much  better  thereafter, 
without  Danger  of  Rotting.  The  Herrings  then 
catch ’d  may  be  left  on  Shore  to  be  repackt  and 
fent  to  the  Markets  ;  and  the  Bufli  needs  ftay  no 
longer  than  to  take  in  her  fecond  Fleet  of  Nets, 
and  more  Salt  and  Cask,  and  in  one  Day’s  Sail 
is  again  at  the  Fifhing.  Thefe  firft  caught  Her¬ 
rings,  which  are  generally  the  beft,  might  fup- 
plythe  Markets  of  Oftend,  Bremen  and  Hamburg, 
(efpecially  the  lalt,  which  is  but  a  fhort  Run 
from  Zetland )  before  the  Dutch  could  poffibly 
have  any  Quantities  to  ferve  them  ;  and,  by  the 
Advantage  of  our  Vicinity  to  fo  good  Harbours 
of  fuch  Safety  and  eafy  Accefs,  we  might  fhife 
our  Nets  twice  in  one  Fifhing-feafon,  which  the 
Dutch  can  do  but  once  ;  and  this  would  prove 
a  great  Saving  upon  this  Head,  which  is  the 
moft  expenllve  Article  of  the  Trade. 

Formerly  we  profecuted  this  Trade,  for 
feveral  Ages,  with  good  Succefs,  until  the  civil 
Wars  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.  when,  as 

f  *  3f  *  , 

before  obferved,  the  wealthy  Inhabitants  of  Ftfe. 
(by  whom  chiefly  it  was  carried  on)  were  ruin¬ 
ed.  If  we  intend  to  purfue  it  to  Purpofe,  we 
ftill  do  it  in  the  fame  Way,  by  improving 
r  N  3  every 
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every  natural  Advantage  of  our  Situation.  It 
was  then  managed  by  fmali  Bulhes,  from  i>  to 
30  Tuns  Burden,  with  ciofe  Decks,  and  one 

Mad  that  ft  ruck  ;  upon  this  Mad  one  of  their. 

*T 

Nets  ly  drying  in  the  Night-time,  while  they 
rode  by  the  other,  put  out  in  Head  to  catch 
Herrings  tor  Bait,  when  they  were  at  the  Cod- 
fifhing,  and  lay  thus  (hug  in  the  Water,  very 
little  expofed  to  the  Violence  of  the  Winds. 

I  n  the  Beginning  of  March  thefe  Bufhes  went 
to  the  North  ward  and  fifht  Cod  on  the  Coafts 
of  the  Orkneys.  They  falted  their  Fiih  in  the  Hold  j 
and,  when  the  Weather  was  dry,  they  put  them 
a-fhote,  and  dried  them  on  the  Beeches  in  Orkney . 
They  returned  in  May  to  the  Firth ,  and  waiht 
the  Salt  out  of  their  Mud-fifh,  and  dried  them 
on  their  own  Beeches  and  Stages  at  home,  and 
then  fold  them,  partly  for  Home-confumpt,  and 
partly  for  Export.  About  the  8  or  10  of 
June  they  took  in  their  large  Nets,  Salt  and 
Cask,  and  fet  out  to  the  Fifhing  of  deep  Water 
Herrings,  in  the  fame  Seas,  where  the  Dutch 
and  we  now  take  them.  So  foon  as  they  had 
catch’d  as  many  as  their  fmali  Holds  could  con¬ 
veniently  (low,  befides  their  Fifhing-equipage 
and  Stores,  they  run  to  the  Coaft,  and  put  thefe 
a-  (hore,  and  took  in  a  frefh  Fleet  of  Nets,  and 

more 
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more  Salt  and  Cask,  and  filht  on  till  the  End 
of  July  ;  and  then  returned  home,  and  Ihiftcd 
their  Nets  again,  and  filhed  a-crofs  the  Open¬ 
ing  of  the  Firth,  fo  long  as  the  Filhing-feafon 
continued.  Here  they  never  failed  to  filh  with 
Succefs,  and  gave  certain  Intelligence  to  the 
open  Boats,  (wherein  the  fame  Perfons  were 
Sharers)  where  to  lay  their  Nets  for  the  Her¬ 
ring?,  dofe  by  the  Shore  in  fhallow  Water.  When 
this  Filhing  was  over,  the  fame  Bufhes,  with  a 
frelh  Fleet  of  Nets  each,  failed  to  the  North- 
ward  round  the  Coalts  of  Stratbnaver.  to  what 
we  call  the  Lewes  Filhing,  and  there  rilhed  Her¬ 
rings  in  the  deep  Water- lochs,  upon  the  Well- 
fide  of  Sutherland,  Kofs,  and  Jn-vernefs  Shires 
till  towards  Chrijlmas,  and  then  returned  home, 
and  laid  up  their  Bulhes  to  be  dixit  and  repair¬ 
ed  ;  and  thofe  imployed  in  them  went  to  the 
Filhing  upon  the  Coaft  in  open  Boats,  until  the 
Month  of  March,  and  were,  by  this  conftant 
Pradtice,  the  moll  expert  Filhers  in  Europe. 

I  r  the  Truftees  think  proper  to  make  an  Ex¬ 
periment  to  introduce  the  old  Method  of  Filh¬ 
ing,  it  may  be  done  by  extending  the  Premium 
of  40  Shillings  paid  upon  each  Laft  of  the 
Velfel’s  Burden,  that  continues  to  filh  in  deep 
Waist  during  the  Fifhing-feafon,  which  is  now 

N  4.  only 
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only  payable  to  large  Veflcls,  from  30  to  50 
Lafts  Burden,  to  fmaller  Bufhcs  of  10  Lafts 
Burden,  and  upwards.  Thefe  fmall  Bufhes  may 
be  built  and  fitted  out  at  a  much  lefs  Expcnce 
than  the  great  ones ;  and  was  the  Premium  ex- 
fenced  to  them,  we  have  Rcafon  to  believe,  that 
Ship-cat penters,  Ndt-makers,  Coopers,  Filher— 
men  and  Sailors,  would  fit  out  feverals,  and 
divide  their  Profits,  in  the  fame  Manner  that 
they  do  now  in  the  open  Boats  that  filh  Herrings 
within  the  Firths.  Every  Bufh  that  agrees  with 
the  Irufb.es  to  fifh  upon  tne  Encouragement  of 
the  Premium,  ftould  become  bound  to  have 
two  complete  S  ts  of  Nets,  and  to  carry  only 
one  of  them  to  S.a  at  one  Time,  and  to  have  the 
Other  Set  of  Nets,  with  fpare  Cask  and.  Salt, 
either  at  Peterhead  or  Larwick,  in  the  Option  of 
the  Contraaer ;  and,  at  both  of  thefe  Ports,  Bark¬ 
pits  may  be  made  for  dreffing  and  repairing  the 
Nets.  Were  thefe  fmall  Bulks  once  fitted  out 
on  the  View  of  this  Encouragement,  the  Adven¬ 
turers  would  find  it  their  Intereft  to  imploy  them 
in  theFilhing  all  the  Year  over,  as  formerly,-  and 
t.iis  J  rade,  thus  carried  on,  would  very  much 
iocreafe  dur  Quantities  of  Fifh  of  all  Sorts,  both 
for  Home-confumpt  and  Exporc,  and  we  fhould 
be  thereby  led  in,  by  Degrees,  to  extend  and  car¬ 
ry  on  the  Fifhing-trade  of  every  Kind,  in  a  more 

•  frugal 
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frugal  Way,  (under  the  Favour  of  fo  many  na¬ 
tural  Advantages)  than  any  other  Nation  poffi- 
bly  can  do. 

During  the  firit  Part  of  the  Seafon  for 
fifhing  in  deep  Water,  that  is,  from  the  Middle 
of  June  to  the  Firft  of  Auguft,  the  riding 
Officer,  appointed  by  the  Truftees  for  overfeeing 
the  Curing  of  Herrings  in  the  Murray -firth, 
ought,  with  one  Cure-mafter  (by  them  authorized) 
at  leaft,  to  aflift  him,  refidc  in  Larwick,  to  attend 
the  Infpe&ion,  and  Repacking  of  the  firft  Her¬ 
rings  that  come  in  there,  to  be  made  up  for  the 
Market,  to  take  care,  that  no  Herrings  that  arc 
not  good  and  fufficiently  well  cured,  be  repackt ; 
that  the  largeft,  beft,  and  fatteft  Herrings,  that 
have  little  or  no  Milt  or  Row,  be  repackt  by 
themfelves,  and  fufficiently  fervcd  with  frefh 
Salt,  daunted  and  well-oyled,  and  markt  by 

■f  >  ‘  ,  ■'  * 

the  Burning-iron  with  Letter  M.  the  common 
Mark  for  thofc  Kind  of  Herrings,  by  the  Dutch 
called  Matkies ;  the  Herrings  with  the  full-grown 
Milt  and  Row,  in  the  fame  Manner  repackt  by 
themfelves,  and  fufficiently  drelfed  and  cured, 
and  markt  F.  for  Full  Herrings  ;  and  the  lean 
and  fpawn  Herrings  (if  they  have  any  fuch)  in 
the  fame  Way  by  themfelves,  and  markt  S.  for 
Spawn  5  that  the  riding  Officer,  &c.  for  the 

Firth 
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Firth  of  Forth,  with  one  or  two  Curc-mafters, 
fliould,  in  the  fame  Manner,  refide  at  Peterhead, 
for  the  fame  Time,  to  attend  the  repacking  of 
the  Herrings  caught  in  deep  Water,  that  may  be 
brought  in  there  ;  and,  after  Infpefiion  and 
Dreffing,  as  above,  to  mark  them  with  the  proper 

Letters  for  the  feveral  Kinds. 

4  •  *  *'  '  ■  -« 

The  Coaft-fifhing  of  Herrings  in  (hallow 
Water,  when  they  come  up  within  our  Firths 
in  the  Spawning-feafon,  is  a  Trade  of  very 
great  Importance  to  the  Country,  and  well 
deferves  to  be  taken  Care  of.  It  is  a  good 
Nurfery  for  breeding  of  Seamen  ;  it  imploys 
many  Perfons  on  Shore,  fuch  as  Ship-carpentere 
Coopers,  Twine-fpinners,  and  Net-makers;  and, 
when  it  is  fuccefsful,  the  Herrings  taken  and 
cured  are  a  very  confiderable  Article  of  our 
Export  in  foreign  Trade,  and  is  fo  much  gained 
by  Induftry  and  Labour.  From  6  to  8  oo  Boats 
have  been  imployed  in  this  Trade  in  the  Firth 
of  Forth ,  and  each  of  thofe  Boats  imploys  eight  - 
or  nine  Men,  and  eight  Nets.  Their  Manner  of 
Fitting  out,  is  exceedingly  well  adapted  for  the 
Eafe  of  the  Country  ;  the  Boats  belong  partly  to 
the  Fifhermcn,  who  are  imployed  in  catching 
of  white  Fifli  all  the  Year  over ;  but  the  greateft 

Number  belong  to  Ship-carpenters,  and  other 

.Perfons 
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Pcrfons  on  Shore,  who  build  and  equip  them 
on  Purpofe  (as  Adventurers)  for  the  Trade.  Two 
or  three  Fifhermen  a  flume  (lx  or  feven  Landmen 
to  make  up  a  Crew  for  this  Fifhing,  which  is 
called  the  Drave.  Every  Filherman  h  for  ^hc 
moft  Part,  one  Net  of  his  own  5  but  the  reft  of 
the  Nets  are  taken  in  from  Net-makers,  and 
other  private  Perfons,  as  Sharers  in  Profit  and 
Lofs  in  the  Trade.  One  Perfon  is  appoint¬ 
ed  to  keep  their  Stock-purfc,  to  lay  in  and 
purchafe  Provifions  for  the  Crew,  and  to 
receive  the  Money  for  all  the  Herrings  fold. 
When  the  Fifhing  is  over,  they  make  up  their 
Accounts,  the  Money  depurft  for  their  Expence 
and  Provifions,  is  taken  off  (what  they  call 
the  whole  Head)  and  what  remains  is  divided 
by  eight  or  nine  Shares,  called  Deals.  The 
Proprietor  of  the  Boat  draws  one  Deal,  every 
Man  half  a  Deal,  and  every  Net  half  a  Deal ; 
and  if  there  happens  to  be  a  Landman  or  two 
in  the  Boat*  who  never  were  at  the  Fifhing  be¬ 
fore,  thefe  are  Called  Boys,  and  draw  but  the 
Quarter  of  a  Deal  for  their  firft  Year. 

.... 

When  thefe  Landmen  have  attended  this 
Fifhing  three  or  four  Seafons,  they  become  very 
good  Seamen,  and,  in  the  Time  of  War,  feveral  of 
them  were  in  Ufc  to  go  on  Board  the  King’s 

Ships* 
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Ships,  where  they  did  their  Duty  with  great 
Approbation.  The  Carters,  who  carry  the 
Herrings  from  the  Boats  to  the  Places  where  they 
are  cined,  and  thofe  imploycd  in  fairing,  pinning 
'  and  drefling  the  Herrings,  are  likewife  all  bred 
to  the  Filhing,  and  go  to  Sea  by  Turns. 

The  Coaft  -filhing  of  Herrings  in  the  Mur¬ 
ray  Firth,  commonly  imploys  from  five  to  feven 
hundred  Boats:  But  their  Boats  are  notfo large; 
each  -Boat  there  imploys  but  fix  or  feven  Men, 
and  as  many  Nets.  Their  Filhing- crews  are 
made  up,  and  rheir  Boats  fitted  out,  much  in  the 
fame  Way  with  thofe  in  the  Firth  of  Forth. 

*  *+  •*.  v  •  >  ..i  .  ’  V  ;  •  .  |  {  .  ’  :  . 
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This  Coaft-fifhing  in  thefe  two  Firths,  imploys 
above  3000  bred  Fiihermen  and  Sailors  about 
two  Months  of  the  Year,  and  is  a  Fund  for 

'rT' 

breeding  above  7000  Seamen  thatcarn  theirBread, 
by  their  Labour  on  Shore,  near  10.  Months  of 
the  Year,  who  are  all  Working  Artificers,  Day- 
labourers,  and  Farmers  Servants  that  live  near 
the  Coaft,  who  make  it  a  Condition-  with  their 
Mailers,  to  be  allowed  the  Drave  to  themfelves : 

*■  t  t  ■> 

It  is  likewife  a  Fund  -  of  Bufinefs  for  Ship-car¬ 
penters,  Coopers,  Spinners  of  Twine,  and  Net- 
makers,  a  great  Part  of  the  Year,  to  repair  and 
build  Boats,  to  make  Cask,  and  make  and 
'  :  '  mend 
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mend  Nets,  Buoys,  Buoy-rops,  and  other  Cor¬ 
dage.  , 

y>  .  . 

When  this  Fifliing  is  fuccefsful,  there  is 
commonly  exported  from  the  Firth  of  Forth ,  from 
35000  to  36000  Barrels,  befides  the  Home- 
confumpt,  which  is  reckoned  at  4000  Barrels. 
The  fame  Quantities  were  wont  to  be  exported 
from  the  Murray  Firth,  but  the  Home-confumpt 
is  not  fo  great  there  as  in  this  Firth.  Thefe  com¬ 
puted  jit  12  Shillings  the  Barrel  (the  common 
Price  paid  by  the  Merchant  who  exports  them) 
are  a  very  confiderable  Article  in  foreign  Trade, 
and  may  be  called  fo  much  gained  out  of  the 
Sea,  by  our  Labour. 

This  Coaft-filhing  has  failed  greatly  in, both 
thofe  Firths  thefe  feveral  Years,  which  proves  a 
great  Lofs  to  the  Country,  and  has  much  im- 
poverilht  the  Inhabitants  on  thofe  Coalts,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  Coaft-boroughs  of  Fife,  by  whom 
this  Trade  was  carried  on  in  this  Firth,  and  the 
Herrings  cured.  The  Truftees,  Sc.  have  im- 
ployed  Part  of  the  publick  Funds  deftined  for  the 
Encouragement  of  the  Filhing,  as  a  fuitable  Pre¬ 
mium  for  a  certain  Number  of  Boats,  to  make 
Searches,  during  the  fpawning  Seafon,  in  the 

ordinary 
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ordinary  Traths,  or  Places  where  the  Herrings 
ufed  to  be  taken  in  great  Plenty  ;  and  give  like- 
wife  fmall  Sums,  as  Prizes,  to  the  Boat  that 
makes  the  firft  Difcovery  of  a  Sholc  of  Herrings 
being  on  the  Ground  in  any  Trath,  to  encourage 
other  Boats  to  fearch  ;  but  thele  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  fmall  Succefs.  If  the  Truftces,  Sc. 
fhall  think  fit,  in  the  forming  of  their  next  Plan, 
to  extend  the  Premium  on  the  deep  Water 
Fifhing  to  fmall  Bufhcs,  in  the  Manner  already 
obferved  ;  and  if  any  Numbers  of  fmall  Bufhes 
are  fitted  out  on  that  Encouragement,  a  Way 
may  be  then  attempted  by  them  to  make  the 
Difcovery  of  the  Sholes  of  Herrings  coming  into 
our  Firths,  that  promifes  more  Succefs  than  any 
other  Method  yet  tried,  <viz.  that  fo  many 
Bullies  as  are  fitted  out  on  the  publick  Encou¬ 
ragement,  under  25  Tons  Burden,  may  be 
bound,  by  their  Contract,  to  leave  the  deep 
Water  Fifhing  by  the  20  of  July,  and  from 
that  Time  to  filh  along  the  Coaft  at  proper 
Diftances  from  each  other,  from  the  Red-bead, 
crofs  St.  Andrew’s  Bay  within  the  Cape,  to 
Fife-nefs,  and  from  thence  crofs  the  Firth  to 
St.  Abb’s- bead,  and  thence  back  again  to  the 
Northward  by  the  fame  Courfe ;  and  to  continue 
filhing  in  that  Station  to  the  20  of  September. 
When  thefe  fall  in  with  a  Shole  of  Herrings^ 

they 


they  may  keep  fifhing  along  with  them  until  they 

-  *  * 

fettle  upon  the  Ground,  and  then  give  Intelli¬ 
gence  to  the  open  Boats,  from  the  Shore,  where 
to  lay  their  Nets.  In  the  fame  Manner,  fo 
many  fmall  Bulhes  as  ihall  be  fitted  out  from 
the  Firth  of  Murray ,  of  the  fame  Size,  may  be 
obliged  to  begin,  at  the  fame  Time,  to  filh  along 
the  Coaft  of  Qdthnefs,  from  the  Ord  point  crofs 
the  Firth  of  layh  to  Zdrbet-nefs,  and  from  thence 
crofs  the  Murray  Firth  towards  Frafersburgh, 
and  thence  back  to  the  Northward,  &c.  to  give 
Intelligence  to  the  fmall  Boats,  when  a  Shole  of 
Herrings  takes  the  Ground  in  any  Trath  within 
thatFirth. 

This  Coaft-fifliing  labours  under  a  Burden 
in  the  Firth  of  Forth,  which  (however  fmall  it  is 
In  Appearance)  proves  neverthelefs  a  very  great 
Difcouragement  that  this  Trade  ought  to  be 
relieved  of,  •viz.  the  Payment  of  a  Duty  of  io 
Shillings  of  Size-money,  payable  by  eachBoat  that 
is  Size-worthy  *.  This  flowed  originally  from  an 
Exa&ion  of  the  Crown,  of  a  certain  Proportion 
of  the  Herrings  taken  by  every  Boat,  for  the 


Ser- 


*  Ivery  Boat  that  catches  5000  Herrings,  during 
the  whole  fiihing  Seafon,  is  SiwwOIthy,  and  liable  if 
fayment  of  the  Size-duty,’ 
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Service  of  the  King’s  Kitchin,  when  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  Trade  were  very  little  underflood, 
and  when  this  Fifhing  was,  perhaps,  only  car¬ 
ried  on  for  Home-confumpt.  It  has  been  fince 
converted  into  Money,  and  given  in  Grants,  by 
the  Crown,  to  private  Perfons,  for  a  certain 
Term  of  Years,  by  Way  of  Leafe  or  Tack,  com¬ 
monly  19  Years.  When  the  Filhing  is  fuccefs- 
ful,  this  Duty  is  cheerfully  paid  ;  but  when  there 
is  Lofs  upon  it,  which  has  been  their  Cafe  too 
often  of  late  Years,  the  Fifhermen  complain  of  it 
as  a  moft  opprdfive  Burden.  This  Duty  aftedts 
the  Adventurers  in  this  Trade,  perhaps  more  in 
their  Imagination,  than  in  Reality  ;  but  fince 

_  *  ■’  ‘i  i  * 

thofe,  who,  after  a  bad  Fifhing,  do  not  fit  out 
again,  afcribe  their  giving  over  the  Trade  to  the 
Payment  of  their  Size-money,  which  they  reckon 
fo  great  a  Hardfhip,  it  is  fubmitted  to  the  Con- 
fideration  of  the  Truftees,  if  it  might  not  prove 
an  Encouragement  to  the  Inhabitants  on  the 
Coaft,  to  follow  forth  this  Bufinefs,  that  feems 
at  prefent  to  be  decaying,  and  which  is  of  fo 
great  Importance  to  the  Country,  if,  in  the  form¬ 
ing  of  their  next  Plan  to  be  publifhed,  they 
fliould  be  authorized  by  the  King  to  apply  fo 
much  cl  the  f  dppropri3fd  lor  ihe  Encou¬ 
ragement  of  Fiiheries  annually,  as  may  be  equal 
to  the  Sum  cohered  by  the  prefent  Tackfman  of 

the 
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the  Grown*  on  aecounc  of  this  Duty,  during 
the  Years  to  run  of  his  Leafc  ;  that  all  the 
Filhing-  boats,  without  Regard  to  their  Succefs, 
may  be  intirely  freed  from  the  Payment  of  it. 

*  *  >  v- 

The  High  Admiral  haS  a  Depute  that  at¬ 
tends  this  Filhing,  to  keep  the  Peace,  and  to 
preferve  good  Order  amongft  them,  which  is  in- 
difpenfably  neceflary :  This  Officer  governs  them 
by  Laws,  or  Rules  of  Filhing  concerted  in  this 
Manner. 

So  foon  as  a  certain  Number  of  Eoats 
rendevouze  in  the  Firth  tor  the  Ground  -drave, 
the  Mailers,  by  the  Admiral’s  Direftion,  meet 
amongft  themfelvcs,  and  chufe,  and  return  a 
Jury  of  1  j  Perfons  of  their  own  Number.  The 
Admiral  prefidcs  amongft  them,  and  lays  before 
them  the  Drave’s  Laws  of  the  preceeding  Year, 
and  thefe  are  ratified  as  the  Standard-rules  for 
that  Filhing,  or  altered,  as  the  Circumftances  of 
the  Filhing  feem  to  vary.  Every  Trefpafs  againft 
any  of  thefe  Rules,  is  punilhed  by  a  Mulct  levied 
from  the  Offender  by=  Diftrefs;  and  all  thefe 
Fines  arc  paid  to  the  Admiral.  Every  Boat 
pays  likewife  a  fmall  Gratuity  to  the  Admiral 
for  his  Attendance,  and  the  Expehce  of  his  Boat ; 
and  of  this  Duty  the  Filhermen  ought  likewife  to 
be  relieved,  that  the  Trade  may  be  free,  and 

Q  in- 
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intircly  difmembcr’d  of  every  Thing  that  has  the 
leaft  Appearance  of  a  Difcouragemcnt. 

These  Shallow-water  Herrings  taken  in  the 
Firths  of  Forth  and  Murray ,  are  lean,  but  very 
firm,  and,  when  well  cured,  give  a  very  good 
Price  at  all  the  Markets  of  Sweden  ;  but  they 
anfwer  beft  in  the  Canary  and  Madera  Iflands, 
and  in  our  Sugar  Iflands  in  the  Well  Indies, 
where  we  might  have  great  Vent  for  them. 

The  Deep-water  Herrings,  and  thofe  taken 
in  .Loch-fine,  are  too  fat  and  oyly;  they  foon 
guild  and  become  rancid,  and  cannot  ftand  the 
hot  Weather ;  but  the  Shallow-water  Herrings  are 
not  in  the  leaft  hurt  by  the  hot  Weather,  and 
fell  to  a  very  good  Account,  in  all  the  Sugar 
Plantations. 

The  People  on  the  Coafts  of  both  thefe  Firths, 
are  too  negligent  and  carelefs  in  the  Manner  of 
dreffing  and  curing  their  Herrings :  And  fincethe 
Truftees  have  fettled  a  pVoper  Eftablifhment  for 
riding  Officers,  and  a  certain  Number  of  Wreck 
and  Cure-mafters  for  infpe&ing  the  right  Curing 
of  Herrings  in  each  of  thefe  Firths;  thefe  Offices 
that  are  of  fo  much  Importance  to  the  Trade, 
ought  by  no  Means  to  be  Sine  cures.  It  is 

therefore 
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therefore  fubmitted  to  the  1  ruftees,  it  it  mign'e. 

not  conduce  much  to  advance  the  value  of  thefc: 

,  .  <  ’  >  •  «  » 

Herrings,  if  the  riding  Officers  and  Cure-  mail  ers, 
were  by  them  appointed  co  attend  this  Fifhing 
at  the  Places  where  the  Herrings  are  brought 
a-fhore  to  be  cured,  to  direft  the  Women,  who 
gut  them,  to  do  it  with  a  Knife,  in  the  Man¬ 
ner  pra&ifed  by  the  Fifhermen  on  board  the 
Bufhes ;  to  direft  the  right  Manner  of  falting 
and  pinning  them,  and  to  fort  the  full  from  the 
fpawn  Herrings,  to  be  pinn’d  in  different  Fats 
or  Casks,  and  to  take  care  that  they  be  repackt 
in  feparate  Casks,  and  burned  with  the  proper 
Marks  of  F.  and  S.  for  Full  and  Spawn. 

The  Herring-fiiliing  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde , 

and  on  the  Weftern  Coafts,  to  the  Northward 

■  -  <■ 

of  Kintyre^  is  lefs  precarious  than  that  in  the 
two  Firths  on  the  Eaft  Side:  The  Herrings  there 
are  taken  in  deep  Water,  and  of  an  exceeding 
good  Quality,  noways  inferior  to  thofe  hint  by 
the  Bufhes  in  deep  Water  ;  and  when  they  are 
well  cured,  give  as  high  a  Price  at  every  Market. 
It  begins  in  Lochfine  in  the  Month  of  June,  and 
continues  there,  and  in  the  other  deep  Lochs,  on 

4 

the  Argyle  Side,  till  September  ^  then  they  are 
taken  at  Balantree ,  and  other  Parts  on  the  Coaft 
of  Aki  as  low  down  as  Loch-ryan ,  on  till  No- 

O  a  •vember 
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vernier ;  but  the  Herrings  on  that  Side  are  taken 
in  fhallow  Watet,  and  not  fo  good  as  thofe 
taken  in  the  deep  Lochs  on  the  other  Side.  In 
the  Lochs  to  the  Northward  on  the  Weft  Coaft, 
and  in  the  Ifles  of  Sky ,  Bara,  South  and  North 
Uift,  Harris  and  Lewes,  they  fifh  on  till  the  End 

of  December,  and  all  thefe  Herrings  arc  fat  and 
good. 

Wh£n  this  Trade  was  fuccefsful,  above 
2000  fmall  Boats  were  imployed  in  it,  and  each 
of  thefe  Boats  imploys,  fomc  Four,  fome  Five, 
fome  Six,  fomc  Seven  and  Eight  Men  ;  they  arc 
fitted  out,  much  in  the  fame  Way  with  the 
open  Boats  for  the  Drave  in  the  Forth  and  Mur¬ 
ray  Firths,  that  is,  the  Fifhermen  live  by  this 
Fifhing  during  Part  of  the  Summer,  Autumn, 
and  a  Part  of  Winter,  while  their  Women,  old 
Men  and  Boys,  take  care  of  their  Harveft,  and 
the  Fifhers  earn  their  Bread  by  their  Labour  a- 
(hore  the  reft  of  the  Year  ;  fo  that  this  Fifhing  fs 
a  Fund  for  imploying  and  breeding  12  or  r^ooo 
good  Seamen. 

•  '  >•  r*  *  ^ 

.  J  '  v.  *  >  .a  i  J  *  ■*  *4' 

This  Coaft-fifhing,  in  thefe  Weft  Seas, 
gtones  under  two  heavy  Burdens  that  prove  a 
great  Difcourageraent  to  it  i  and  to  thefe  many 

impute 
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Impute  the  Decay  of  this  Trade.  The  firft  is  the 
Sige-duty,  which  is  there  no  Jefs  than  io  /.  Scots, 
or  x  6  s.  8  d.  payable  by  each  Boat  that  wets 
her  Nets  to  fjfh  in  the  Seas  where  the  Herrings 
are  commonly  taken,  whether  (be  catch  any,or  no : 
This  Duty  is  not  paid  until  the  Filhing  is  over, 
and  thofe  who  have  made  a  bad  Filhing,  go  home 
without  paying  it.  So  many  of  thofe  poor  Filher- 
men  as  live  on  the  Coafts  of  Renfrew,  Air, 
Cowel  or  Kintyre ,  where  the  Sub-tackfman  of 
this  Duty  can  cafily  put  the  Law  in  Execution 
againft  them,  muft  pay  it,  be  they  ever  fo 
needy,  or  have  their  Hculhold-furniture  di- 
ftrained  and  roupt  for  the  Payment  of  it ;  but 
thofe  who  live  to  the  Northward  of  Kintyre  arc 
not  fo  eafily  to  he  come  at.  If  thefe  cfcape  the 
Payment  o(  one  Year’s  Size-duty,  they  muft  do  it 
at  the  Expence  of  giving  oyer  the  Trade,  which 
is  too  often  the  Cafe :  For  if  they  return  to  the 
Filhing  the  next  Year,  they  muft  (before  they 
are  allowed  to  wet  their  Nets)  pay  the  preceed- 
ing  Year’s  Size-money,  and  alfo  the  Size-money 
for  the  enfuing  Year,  or  find  Bail  to  do  it,  And 
to  this  it  is  owing,  that  the  Numbers  of  the 
Boats,  from  the  North  Ifles  that  ufc  to  be  im- 
ploycd  in  this  Trade,  are  fo  much  diminifhed ; 
for  after  a  bad  Filhing,  thofe  who  leave  it  with- 
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out  Payment  of  their  Size-money,  very  rarely 
return  to  the  Fifliing  thereafter. 


The  other  Burden  affefiting  this  Trade,  and 
a  fhameful  Opprefllon  it  is,  is  an  Exa&ion  of 
what  they  call  a  Night's  Fiihing  in  the  Week, 
taken  by  all  the  Highland  Chiefs,  and  Ground 
Landlords,  both  bn  the  main  Land,  and  in  the 
Ifles,  ro  the  Northward  of  Kintyre,  from  each  Boat 
that  puts  her  Herrings  a  lhore  upon  their  Grounds 
to  be  cured.  The  Exadtor  of  this  Toll  takes  an 


Account  of  the  Herrings  taken  by  each  Boat  for 
every  Night  of  the  Week,  and,  at  the  Week’s 
End,  feizes  the  Herrings  taken  in  any  Night  of 
the  Week  that  yielded  the  greateft'  Quantity.  If 
this  Exaction  is  illegal,  the  Publick  ought  to  do 
Tuftice  to  the  Trade,  by  profecuting  thofe  who 
opprefs  the  poor  Fiihermen,at  the  publick  Expence, 
and,  by  proper  Examples  pf  Severity,  to  deliver 
this  beneficial  Lrade,  that  is  ot  fo  great  an  Im¬ 
portance  to  the  Publick,  from  fo  heavy  an  Op- 
predion,  that  proves  fo  great  a  Difcouragement 
to  it ;  and  that  the  poor  induftVious  Fifhermen 
may  be  liable  to  no  other  Duty  than  the  Pay¬ 
ment  of  the  Rents  of  fuch  Houles  as  they  (hall 
ufe  for  curing  their  Herrings  in.  If  Cuftom  has 
given  this  barbarous  Practice  the  Countenance 
of  Law,  it  well  deferves  the  Confideration  of  the 

Legiflaturej 
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Legiflature,  to  relieve  this  Trade  fromio  heavy  a 
Burden,  by  a  publick  Law. 

As  for  the  Site-money,  it  is  fubmitted  to 
the  Confideration  of  the  Truftees,  Sc.  if  fo  much 
of  the  Monies  appropriated  for  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  Filheries,  were  applied  towards  relieving 
all  the  Boats  that  follow  this  Trade,  from  the 
Payment  of  this  Duty,  whether  fuch  an  Appli¬ 
cation  would  not  anfwer  the  Ends  propofed  in 
His  Majcfly’s  Letters  Patents,  and  prove  fo  far 
an  effectual  and  obvious  Encouragement  to  one 
very  confiderable  Branch  of  our  Fifhery. 

Lochfine  Herrings  are  fat,  large  and  firm, 
and,  when  well  cured,  give  as  high  a  Price  as 
the  Herrings  catch’d  in  deep  Water  by  the 
Bufhes.  Herrings  are  a  delicate  Filh  that  fpoil 
very  foon  by  lying,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
cured,  fo  foon  as  they  are  brought  a-fhore,  with 
the  utmoft  Expedition.  The  riding  Officer  for 
the  Firth  of  Clyde ,  ought,  with  the  Cure-mafters 
in  thofe  Parts,  to  refide  at  Inver  ary,  and  other 
Parts  on  Lochfine ,  where  the  Herrings  are  com¬ 
monly  cured,  during  the  whole  fifhing  Seafon, 
to  teach  the  right  Manner  of  gutting  and  bleed¬ 
ing  the  Herrings  with  a  Knife ;  to  dire&  the  dref- 
fing,  fairing  and  pinning,  and  to  take  care  that 

O  4  the 
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the  fat  He  trines  be  feparated  from  the  full,  ana 
repackt  feparateiy,  and  properly  markt.  When 
this  Fifhing  is  over,  the  riding  Officer  ought, 
.•  wtth  the  Cure-mafters  on  the  other  Side,  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Fifhing  there,  to  fuperintend  the  right 
dreffing,  curing,  repacking,  and  marking  of  the 

Herrings  in  thole  Parts* 

»  * 

The  Locbftne  Herrings,  and  thofe  catch’4 
m  the  other  deep  Lochs  on  the  Argyle  Side,  fell 
very  well  at  Bremen ,  Hamburg,  Lubeck,  and 
all  the  Ports  on  the  South-fide  oh  the  Batiick, 
as  far  up  as  Riga  and  Narva  ;  but  thofe  taken 
on  the  South-fide  do  beft  in  the  Canary  and 
Madera  fflands,  and  our  Sugar  Colonies. 

f  *  *  ,  W 

*■>  t  *  ,*-«*• 

• 

The  Lewes  Herrings  are,  for  the  moil  Part, 

«.  y 

bought  up  by  the  Merchants  from  this  Firth, 
who  fend  their  own  Coopers  to  fuperintend  the 
right  dreffing  and  curing  of  them  ,*  thefe  Herrings 
are  neither  lo  fat  nor  fo  large  as  the  Lochfinc 
Herrings  are,  and  altho>  they  are  alfo  cured  with 
home-made  Salt,  yet  they  are  fo  well  managed, 
that  they  fell  for  Home-confuthpr,  from  eighteen 

to  twenty  Shillings  Sterling  per  Barrel. 

,  .  .  .  •• 

S  o  long  as  fo  few  Herrings  are  taken  in  thofe 
Seas,  they  will  always  give  a  high  Price  at 

the 
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the  Home-markers,  and  the  Dealers  will  not 
probably  attempt  any  other.  They  are  taken 
too  late  in  the  Year  to  reach  the  Baltick  Markets, 

A 

bccaufc  their  Harbours  are  often  frozen  up,  be¬ 
fore  our  Ships,  with  thole  Herrings,  could  reach 
them  ;  but  was  this  Trade  extended,  they  might 
probably  fell  to  Account  at  the  Markets  of  Spain 
and  Portugal :  For  by  running  directly  from  the 
Lewes  through  St.  George’s  Chanel,  or  by  the 
Weft  ol  Ireland,  as  the  Winds  offer,  they  might 
be  always  at  thofe  Ports  before  Lent. 

nr?  r  .  •  ' 

The  fifhing  of  God  in  deep  Water  on  the 
Goafts  of  Iflandy  is  a  very  beneficial  Trade, 
altho’  as  yet  not  much  followed.  This  Bufinefs  is 
another  Fund  (altho3  a  fmall  one)  for  increafing 
our  Navigation.  The  Fifh  catch’d  in  thofe 
Seas  are  the  very  befi  of  their  Kind ;  but  the 
Ships  never  return  from  this  Fifhing  before  the 
Eeginning  of  Auguft ,  and  then  it  is  too  late  in 

the  Year  to  wafh  out  the  Salt,  and  to  have  them 

•«-*  \  •  v 

fufficiently  dried,  fo  as  they  might  be  fhipt  with 
Safety,  without  Hazard  of  fpoiling  in  the  Hold,  and 
to  be  fent  in  due  Time  to  the  Spanijh  and  Portu¬ 
guese  Markets.  Few  private  Families  underftand 
the  right  Manner  of  frelhning  thofe  Mud-filh, 
which  leflens  their  Price  at  the  Home-markets  : 

but 
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but  if  a  right  bred  Fifhmonger,  of  a  moderate 

Stock,  who  underftood  the  beft  Method  of 

* 

bleaching  and  frcfhning  of  thefe  Fifh,  was  to  fee 
up  his  Trade  in  this  City,  he  could  not  fail  to 
make  good  Bufinefs  of  it.  When  thefe  Fifh  are 
well  managed,  they  eat  as  well  as  powder’d  Cod, 
and  appear  as  well  to  the  Eye  ;  and  if  private 
Families  could  always  have  them  rightly  pre¬ 
pared,  ready  for  Boiling,  without  further  Trouble, 
this  City  would,  at  leaft,  confume  two  or  three 
Cargoes  in  a  Year.  They  are  fo  much  preferable 
to  dried  Fifh,  that  they  would,  in  Time,  come 
to  be  intirely  uled  in  lieu  of  them  ;  and  then 
all  the  Cod  and  Ling,  taken  upon  our  Coafts  in 
the  Winter  and  Spring  Time,  might  be  dried  on 
our  Beeches  and  Stages,  fo  early  in  the  Summer, 
as  to  get  the  Firffc  of  the  Markets  of  Spain,  Por¬ 
tugal  and  Italy,  before  any  Fifh  from  New-found- 
land,  New-england,  or  Cape-britain,  could  reach 
tiiofe  Ports.  Mud-filh  fell  very  well  at  Ham- 
burr,  Bremen,  North-coping,  and  Stockholm ; 
but  our  Merchants  have  not  yet  tried  their  Ifland 
Cod  at  thefe  Markets. 

The  Whale-fifliing  is  a  very  beneficial  Trade  to 
the  Country ;  and  was  it  once  throughly  under¬ 
ftood,  and  frugally  carried  on,  by  improving  all 
the  natural  Advantages  of  our  Situation,  it  would 
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be  no  lefs  fo  to  the  Adventurers.  Our  Home- 
confumpt  of  Train  Oyl  for  common  Sope, making 
of  Shammy,  and  other  manufacture  Goods  is  very 
great;  thofe  who  follow  this  Trade  have  a  great 
Benefit  in  the  Sale  of  this  Commodity,  as  well 
as  Whale-bone, both  which  are  very  wifely  fubject- 
ed  to  the  Payment  of  an  high  Duty,  when  import¬ 
ed  from  foreign  Parts,  but  free  of  Duty  when 
the  Whales  are  taken  by  our  own  Ships,  and 
the  Oyl,  Spermaceti,  and  Fins,  prepared  by 

our  own  Subjects. 

This  Trade  has  been  carried  on  for  fomeTime 
by  the  South  fea  Company,  no  doubt  with  Lofs, 
as  every  new  Trade  mull  be  in  the  Beginning. 
Their  Commodores,  who  conduct  the  Ships  into 
the  Openings  amongft  the  Iflands  of  Snow, 
Where  the  Fifh  are  taken,  and  who  direct  the 
Filhing ;  the  Harponeers  who  ftrike  the  Fifh,  and 
thofe  who  peel  the  Speck  or  Blubber  from  the 
Filh,  and  cut  out  the  Fin ;  all  thefe,  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning,  muff  be  Foreigners,  hired  at  high 
Wag£S>  who  will  be  indifferent  about  our  Succefs 

in  the  Trade,  and  neither  fo  careful,  nor  faithful, 

-  *• 

as  our  own  Subjects  would  be.  This,  the  pri¬ 
vate  Adventurers  of  Glafgow  (who  followed  this 
Trade  a  few  Years)  found  to  their  Coft.  The 

Com- 
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Company  s  Ships  were  Acted  out  from  the  Ri¬ 
ver  ot  lhames,  and  their  Sailors,  and  thofe  who 
affifted  in  the  Fiihing,  pickt  up  any  whereon  the 
Coaft,  altho’  perhaps  not  fo  fit  tor  this  Seryice. 
When  the  Fiihing  is  over,  the  Snips  return  to  the 
River,  where  the  Men  are  paid  off,  their  Sbal- 
loops  and  fiihing  Tackle  put  a-ihore,  and  the 
Ships  themfelves  laid  up,  unimployed  until  the 
next  Sea fou ;  whereas,  if  the  Ships  for  this 
Fiihing  were  fitted  out  from  Brajjy  found  in 
Zetland,  this  Trade  might  probably  be  carried 
on  from  thence  at  a  fmaller  Expence,  and  might 
turn  to  a  good  Account. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  Iflands  of  Zetland 
and  of  the  Orkneys,  are  in  ufe  to  fiih  Cod  upon 
their  own  Coafts  all  the  Winter  over,  are  inur’d 
to  the  Wet  and  Cold,  and  can  fuffer  both  with¬ 
out  Hazard  oi  Sicknefs,  or  of  being  difabled 
from  following  their  Bufincfs  in  the  word  Weather 
that  happens  in  Greenland  during  the  Fiihing. 

If  the  Fiihermen  of  thofe  Parts  were  taught  the 
yie  of  the  Harpoon,  and  fully  intruded  in 
every  Part  ot  the  Whale-fiihing,  they  might  be 
hired  for  that  Service  at  a  much  fmaller  Ex¬ 
pence  than  opr  Sailors  cap  be,  and  much  fitter 
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for  it. 
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Wfiti)  the  Ships  return  from  the  Fifhing  to 
Srajfy-found ,  thefe  Fifhermen  of  thofe  Iflands 
might  be  paid  off,  and  return  to  their  other  Bull- 
nefs  of  Fifhing  of  Cod,  Ling  and  Tusk,  upon 
their  own  Coafts  all  the  Winter.  The  Shalloops, 
Harpoons,  Lines,  and  other  Fifhing-tackle,  with 
the  Fins  and  Blubber,  Sc.  may  be  there  put 
a-fhore  ;  and  all  the  Ships,  fave  one  or  two,  to 
carry  their  Oyl  and  Whale-bone  to  the  proper 
Markets  for  Sale,  might,  with  their  ordinary 
Crews  of  Sailors,  fail  dire&Iy  from  thence,  as  they 
ihould  be  directed  by  their  Proprietors,  to  any 
other  Port,  to  be  imployed  in  other  Bufinefs  until 
the  next  Fifhing-feafon.  The  Blubber  may  be 
boiled,  and  the  Fins  dreft  in  Zetland ,  and  the 
Oyl,  Sperma-ceti  and  Whale-bone  fenc  from 
thence  in  a  Ship  or  two,  left  for  that  Purpofe, 
to  London ,  or  any  other  Port,  where  thefe  Com¬ 
modities  give  the  higheft  Price :  And  in  the 
Spring  following,  the  Ships,  with  a  tew  Sailors 
to  navigate  them,  might  return  to  Zetland  with 
Provifions  for  the  Voyage,  and  there  take  in 
their  Whale-fifhers,  Shalloops,  Harpoons,  Lines, 
and  Fifhing-tackle,  and  proceed  from  thence, 
without  Lofs  of  Time,  to  Greenland.  Were  the 
Inhabitants  of  thofe  Iflands  once  bred  to  this 
Trade,  and  as  expert  in  it  as  the  JBifcayners , 

hoi- 
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Hollanders,  Haniburghers ,  and  Bremeners  arc, 
we  might  carry  it  on  under  the  Favour  of  thefe 
Advantages  at  our  Situation,  to  better  A  ccount 
than  they  can  do.  It  would  be  then  as  profitable 
to  the  private  Adventurers,  as  it  is  now  bene-, 
ficiai  to  the  Publick,  and  would  prove  a  con- 
fiderabk  Increafe  of  our  Navigation,  and  a  good 
Fund  for  breeding  of  hardy  Seamen,  for  the 
Ruffian,  and  all  the  Northern  Trade. 


•The  Ccaff-fifhing  of  Cod,  Ling,  Haddock, 
and  other  white  Fifh,  upon  our  Coafts,  by  open 
Boats  ail  the  Year  ov^r,  excepting  the  Autumn 
Seafon,  when  the  Herrings  are  catch’d  in  {hallow 
Water,  is  the  great  and  only  Fund  for  breed¬ 
ing  and  inftru&ing  Fifhermen  to  follow  every 
other  Branch  of  Fifhmg,  and  the  greatefl  Sup¬ 
port  of  our  Navigation.  As  fuch,  it  deferves 
well  to  be  taken  care  of,  to  be  cherifhed  and 
encouraged  from  every  Creek.  Several  Thonfands 
earn  their  Bread  by  this  Trade,  and  was  it 
extended,  it  would  prove  a  Mean  of  Subfiftence 
for  many  more.  The  Filh  taken  contribute 
greatly  to  keep  down  the  Price  of  other  Provi¬ 
sions,  and  ferve,  in  a  great  Meafure,  as  Food  to 
Tradefmcn,  Manufa&ure.rs,  and  others  of  like 
Condition,  that  live  near  the  Coaft  ;  and,  at 
the  fame  Time,  ferve  to  gratify  the  Luxury  of 
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the  Rich,  who  can  afford  high  Sauces  and  ex- 
penfive  Dreffing  ;  and  the  large  Fifh  that  are  faired 
and  dried  for  Export,  are  a  corifiderable  Article 
of  our  Trade  to  foreign  Parts. 

The  Smuggling-trade,  and  efpecially  that 
pernicious  Article  of  French  Brandy,  hurts  the 
Country  in  many  Refpeds,  and  in  none  more 
fenfibly,  than  as  it  proves  a  great  Difconragti- 
ment  to  the  Coait-fifhing.  I  fhafl  not  fpeak  of 
this  Trade  as  a  criminal  Practice  in  defraudin'? 
the  Publick  of  its  Revenue,  becaufe  fome  (I 
know)  view  it  in  another  Light,  and  look  on 
every  Thing  that  is  gained  from  the  Publick  in 
this  Way,  as  a  lawful  Gain  that  hurts  no  Body; 
•whereas  no  Propofition  is  more  obvious  chan 
this,  that  every  Duty  impofed  on  the  Subjed 
for  the  Service  of  the  Publick,  that  proves  in- 
effedual,  is,  and  muft  be  made  good  by  fome 
other  Fund  levied  from  the  Subjed  ;  that  he 
who  robs  or  defrauds  the  Publick  of  any  Part 
of  this  Duty,  robs  every  Man,  at  lead,  every 
Man  of  Property,  in  fo  far  as  his  Property  is 
affeded  by  fuch  Deficiency  ;  and  that  every  fair 
and  honeft  Trader  is  defrauded  and  hurc  in  his 
Dealing,  by  the  Smuggler  that  fells  his  Com¬ 
modity  cheaper  than  he  can  do,  I  fhall  only 

take 
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take  notice  of  it,  as  it  affe&s  the  Country  its 
other  Refpe&S; 

The  Fifliermen  are  imployed  to  carry  the 
counterband  Goods  from  the  Ships  that  import 
them,  in  their  Boats,  to  By-creeks  on  the  Coaft, 
whence  they  are  difperfed,  and  conveyed  to 
hiding  Places  for  Sale  :  They  gain  more  by  a 
Job  of  this  Kind  in  one  Night,  than  they  can 
cam  in  a  laborious  and  honeft  Way  in  a  whole 
Week.  Their  ill-gotten  Purchafe  they  wafte  in 
Riot,  and  never  think  of  going  to  Sea  to  filh, 
fo  long  as  one  Shilling  of  it  remains  unfpent, 
and  even  then  they  often  run  in  Debt,  in  hopes 
of  fuch  another  Job  to  clear  their  Score;  The 
induftrious  and  honeft  Fifherman  is,  by  thcfc 
high  Premiums  or  Bribes,  debauched  from  his 
lawful  Imployment,  to  exchange  a  comfortable 
Life  of  Toil,  Health,  and  Innocence,  for  In¬ 
temperance,  Idlenefs  and  Poverty; 

The  Effects  of  this  Trade  are,  i.Our  white 
Fiih  are  become  fo  rare  and  dear,  that  Perfons  of 
ordinary  Condition  are  no  more  able  to  buy  them  ; 
whereby  Thoufands  of  honeft  Families  are  de¬ 
prived  of  one  very  great  and  comfortable  Article 
in  their  Way  of  Living,  a.  The  Quantities  of 

our  dried  Fifh  are  much  diminifhed ;  and  fo  tar 

the 
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the  Balance  of  our  Trade  with  thofe  Countries, 
whither  we  fend  them  for  Sale,  is  turned  apainft 
us.  3.  Whe  can  fend  no  Commodity  to  France, 
that  we  can  fell  there  without  Lofs,  and  muft 
therefore  fetid  out  our  Specie  to  purchafe  French 

t  |  I  f  .  1 

Brandies,  which  are  confumed  at  home  by 

**  <1  k  f  .  v  ~ 

Tradefmen,  Farmers,  and  other  Perfons  of  like 


Condition;  in  Punch,  which  deftroys  their 
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Health,  inftead  of  wholefom  Malt-drink  that 
Would  preferve  it ;  and  in  Drams,  in  place  of 


Malt-fpirits,  Sugar-brandy,  and  Plantation- 
rum.  4.  Tillage  is  greatly  difeouraged  by  it, 
becaufe  our  Barley  gives  no  Price  :  This  hurts 


both  the  Landlord  and  Farmer  molt  fenfibly,  and 
eVefy  Dealer  feels  it,  in  his  Way  of  Bufinefs,  by 
his  backward  and  bad  Payments.  There  is  an- 

other  bad  Efifefi:  of  this  Trade,  and  a  mdancholly 

?  _ 

one  it  is  ;  that  the  Fiihermen  and  Labourers, 
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who  are  imployed  in  it,  are  *  corrupted  in  their 
Morals ;  they  are  taught  by  their  Imployers, 
that  a  DifcOvery  of  their  Praftice,  on  any  Ac¬ 
count,  would  be  ungrateful  in  them,  and  a  be¬ 
traying  of  the  Truft  and  Confidence  they  repofe 
in  them;  and  by  this  falfe  Way  of  Reafoning, 
and  the  Rewards  and  Gifts  they  receive,  (which 
even  blind  the  Eyes  of  the  Wife)  they  are  milled 
to  make  light  of  an  Oath,  and  to  perjure  them- 

P  fclves 


/ 


$2<?  The  Intefeft  of 

reives  in  Trials  before  the  Court 
rather  than  difeover  the  Truth. 


of  Exchequer 
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This  Trade  looks  like  an  Infatuation;  Periods 
of  all  Ranks  and  Conditions  are  hurt  by  it,  and  even 
the  Dealers  in  it  themfelves  are  not  Gainers  by  it 
at  the  long  Run  :  They  ly  at  the  Mercy  of  every 
one  they  imploy,  and  muff  pay  them  what  they 
ask,  to  prevent  a  Seizure  by  their  Difcovery.  Their 
Profits  (great  as  they  appear  to  be)  bear  no 
Proportion  to  their  Risk  j  for  if  one  Parcel  of 
four  is  taken,  they  are  Lofers.  They  are  expenfive 
*nd  irregular  in  their  Way  of  Living,  and  dare 
not  keep  regular  and  fair  Books,  nor  can  ever 
know  the  juft  State  of  their  private  Affairs.  For 
one  Dealer  that  fails  in  a  fair  and  honeft  Way 
of  Trade,  ten  of  thefe  become  bankrupt ;  and 
■when  they  break,  every  one  who  trufls  them,  lofes 
all  by  them,  becaufe  they  have  no  Effe&s,  but 
Inch  as  are  liable  to  be  feized  by  the  Publick  i 
and  it  is  obferved,  that  thofc  who  continue  to 
purfue  this  Trade,  are  at  Jaft  ruined  and  undone 
by  it, 

N  o  Law  that  poffibly  can  be  contrived  is  of 
itfelf  fufficient  to  cure  this  pernicious  Evil ,  our 
Coafts  are  too  open  and  extenfive  to  be  guarded, 
i?nd  the  Appointments  of  the  inferior  Officers  of 

ch; 
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the  Cuftoms  are  too  fmall  for  them  to  refill  the 
Temptation  of  a  Bribe.  Many  are  of  Opinion, 
that  thefe  are  the  only  Gainers  by  this  Trade, 
and  they,  like  the  Smugglers  themfelves  and  thofe 
imployed  by  them,  wafte  thefe  their  unlawful 
Gains  in  Riot  and  Intemperance.  The  Country 
in  general  luffers  obvioufly  by  this  Trade,  and  the 
perfonal  Interefts  of  eve  ry  Individual  are  more  or 
lefs  affefted  by  it.  If  then  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
would  lay  down  a  firm  Refolution,  and  purfue  it 
fteadily,  to  put  the  Laws  rigoroufly  in  Execution : 
And  if  every  Country  Gentleman  and  Farmer, 
Could  diveft  himfclf  of  Prejudice,  to  difeourage 
this  Trade,  and  not  to  give  it  the  lcaft  Counte¬ 
nance,  by  allowing  thefe  counterband  Goods  to 
be  lodged  in  any  Places  of  their  Grounds  or  Out- 
houfes,  and  would  difeourage  their  Servants,  and 
Labourers,  who  live  in  their  Grounds,  from  being 
imployed  by,  or  giving  any  Affiftance  to  the 
Smugglers ;  thofe  who  deal  in  it,  would  find 
themfelves  under  a  Neceflity  to  give  it  over,  and 
to  impl  oy  their  Stocks  in  fome  fair  and  honeft 
Way  of  Trade,  where,  altho  their  Profits  were 
fmaller,  yet  they  would  deal  fecurely,  and  by  a 
more  regular  and  frugal  Way  of  Living,  and 
Affiduity  in  their  Bufinefs,  their  Stocks  would 
increafc  by  Degrees,  and  at  the  long  Run  they 
jjould  find  themfelves  more  enricht  than  any 

P  2  .  Maa 


22$  The  Inter  eft  of 

Man  as  yet  ever  was  by  this  unlawful  and  pre¬ 
carious  Trade. 


\  J 


If  the  Importation  of  French  Brandies  was 
effeaually  prevented,  our  Fi  flier  men  would  be¬ 
come  as  frugal  and  induftrious  as  ever,  and  their 
laborious  and  honeft  Trade  fo  beneficial  to  the 
Country,  would  be  diffufed  and  extended ;  Fifli 
would  become  as  plentiful  as  ever,  and  might 
be  purchaled  by  the  Poor  at  fuch  reafonable  and 
eafy  Rates  as  they  could  afford ;  our  Quantities 
of  dried  Fiih  would  be  greatly  increafed,  which 
would  be  a  great  Benefit  to  Trade  ;  our  Con- 
lumpcion  of  Malt-drink  and  Malt-fpirits  would 
be  greater,  which  would  make  our  Grain  rife  it* 

'  ’  and  every  Landlord,  every  Farmer, 
and  every  Dealer  would  reap  the  Benefit  of  this; 
our  common  People  would  be  reftored  to  their 

Integrity,  and  become  frugal,  honeft  and  in¬ 
duftrious,  ufeful  and  profitable  Members  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Every  Perfon,  of  what  Station 
of  Lite  foever  he  be,  who  reflets  coolly  and 
deliberately  on  this,  muft  find  it  his  Intereft-to 
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Countiy  in  every  Refpeft  ;  and  if  every  Man 
was  to  do  his  Duty  honeftly,  and  purfue  the 
common  Interefts  of  his  Country,  by  difeourag- 
ing  every  Practice  that  hurts  it,  this  Trade  muft 

•  J  ■ 
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be  given  up,  and  the  Hands  now  imployed  in 
it,  would  be  imployed  in  fair  Dealing  and  pro¬ 
fitable  Labour. 


I  defigned  to  have  concluded  this  Difcourfe 
with  a  fewObfervations  upon  private  Oeconomy; 
becaufe  it  is  obferved,  that  Luxury  is  increafing 
too  much  amongft  us,  and  that  Perfons  of  all 
Ranks  live  at  a  Rate  rather  too  high  for  their 
Circumflances,  and  are  too  fond  of  fruitlefs  and 
expenfive  Diverfions  :  But,  as  this  Paper  is  al¬ 
ready  fwelled  to  a  greater  Length  than  I  at 
firft  defigned,  I  fhall  leave  that  Task  to  be  per¬ 


formed  by  better  Hands. 

FINIS. 
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Sold  by  Gavin  Hamilton  at  his 
Shop  oppofitc  to  the  Parlia - 
ment-Cloje^dmlurgp  Price  4  d* 

REASONS  for  improving  the  Fisheries 
and  Linnen1  Manufacture  of  Scot¬ 
land. 

Wherein  are  fhewn  the  Advantages  that  muft 
accrue  to  England,  by  the  Increafe  of  the 
Scots  Linnen  Manufacture. 

That  the  Fifhing  in  deep  Water,  is  equally  an 

Advantage  to  all  the  Subjects  of  Great . Bri¬ 
tain . 

And  that  England  and  Scotland  are  now  fo 
clofely  united  in  Point  of  Intereft,  that  feve- 
rally,  they  mull  be  dircdly  aife&ed  in  Profit 
and  Lofs,  by  the  Profperity  or  Sufferings  of 
each  other. 


Unione  fortior. 


Humbly  fubmitted  to  the  Confideraticn  of  the 
Right  Honourable  and  Honourable  the  Mem¬ 
bers  of  both  Roufes  of  Parliament. 

_ 


